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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Elizabeth A. Testa 

School of Teaching, Learning and Curriculum Studies 

Kent State University 

401A White Hall 

Kent, OH 44242 

330.672.0647 

etesta@kent.edu 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

 

2014 Ph.D. Secondary Education 

 Emphasis in Literacy and English education  

 The University of Akron,  

 Akron, OH 

 Dissertation: Behind the Screens: A Case Study Exploring the Integration of Digital 

Readers into a 12th Grade English Classroom  

 Dissertation Co-Chairpersons: Drs. Evangeline Newton and Susan Kushner Benson 

 

2008  M.S. Ed. Secondary Education; licensure, with emphasis in Literacy and 

 English education 

 The University of Akron, Akron, OH 

 
1991  B.A. English; Minor: Writing   

Kent State University, Kent, Ohio 

  

2008-2020 Certification 

  State of Ohio: AYA Integrated Language Arts, 7-12 license, ID # OH3034201; 

expires 7/01/2020; Endorsements: Reading, K-12 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

2013- Present  Assistant Professor, School of Teaching, Learning, and Curriculum Studies 

Coordinator, Master of Arts in Teaching Program 

Coordinator of Partnerships, Adolescent and Young Adult Program 

 

Courses taught: 

  ADED 32142 Principles of Teaching  

  ADED 42292 Field Work: Practicum—Integrated Language Arts 

  ADED 43325 Multi-Modal Literacies in Secondary Schools 

  ADED 43335 Teaching Language and Composition 

  ADED 53315 Teaching Literature in Secondary Schools 

  ADED 62145 Principles of Secondary Teaching 

  ADED 62146 Instructional Strategies and Classroom Management 

  ADED 62191 MAT Seminar in Secondary Education 

  ADED 62192 MAT Advanced Practicum and Internship in Secondary Education 

  ECED 40126 Developmental Reading and Writing in Early Childhood 

EDUC 10095 Special Topics: Exploring Professional Literacies 

  CI 4/57330 Reading and Writing in Adolescence and Adulthood 



 2 

  CI 6/77330 Reading in the Content Areas 

US 10097 Destination Kent State: First Year Experience—EHHS 

Workshops taught: 

CI 50093:001 Collaborative Inquiry Into Practice 

  CI 50093:008 Current Topics: Teaching in Tandem—Exploring Co-Teaching 

 

2011-2013        Visiting College Lecturer 

University of Akron, Akron, OH        

Courses taught: 

5250:350 Teaching Integrated Language Arts and Media 

5300:335 Special Topics: Language Learning in the Secondary Schools 

5300:350 Content Reading in the Secondary Schools 

5500:245 Understanding Literacy Development and Phonics 

5500:440 Developmental Reading in the Content Areas 

5500:442 Teaching Reading to Culturally Diverse Learners 

5500:445 Evaluating Language Learning 

 

2009–2011        High School English Teacher 

 Nordonia Hills City Schools, Macedonia, OH         

 

2009  100 Book Challenge® Reading Tutor 

Garfield High School, Akron Public Schools, Akron, OH         

 

2006-2009  Graduate Research Assistant 

The University of Akron, College of Education, Akron, OH         

Oversaw and reported the spending of grant funds, including acquiring materials and 

accounting for services provided through these grants.  

  (2008-2009) Literacy Educator Training Consortium (Ohio Department of Education) 

Principal Investigator: R. Oswald:  $134,744.00  

 

 (2007-2008) Literacy Educator Training Consortium (Ohio Department of Education) 

Principal Investigator: R. Oswald: $100,000.00 

 

  (2006-07) Field Faculty Network in Literacy Partnership (Ohio Department of  

   Education) Principal Investigator: R. Oswald: $91,939.00 

 

1996-2008  Conference Administrator 

  Ohio Christian Education Association, Akron, OH         

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

* Indicated non-peer reviewed 

 

Journals 

 

Pytash, K.E., Testa, E. (in press). Interrogating influence: Leveraging the power of social media to teach 

power and positionality. English Journal.  
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Testa, E., Borgerding, L., & Hawley, T. (2018). Coteaching partnerships during student teaching: 

Cooperating teachers’ professional realizations and growth. The Ohio Journal of Teacher 

Education, 32(1), 31-48. 

Pytash, K.E., Testa, E., Geise, K., & Kovalchick, C. (2017). Guide on the Side:  

Collaboratively Writing and Revising with Students. Voices from the Middle, 25(2), 24-27.  

Pytash, K.E., Kist, W., & Testa, E. (2017). Remixing my life: The multimodal literacy  

memoir assignment and STEM. Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, 61(2), 163-172.  

Pytash, K.E., Testa, E., Hagedorn, A., & Edge, R. (2017). People, places, and perspectives:  

Developing a partnership literacies-oriented clinical field experience. Journal of Adolescent 

and Adult Literacy, 60(6), 705-709.  

Pytash, K., Testa, E. (2015). Access denied: Preserve teachers’ integration of technology for teaching  

writing. International Journal of Digital Literacy and Digital Competence, 6(4), 49-63. Retrieved  

from: http://www.igi-global.com/article/access-denied/149216 

Pytash, K., Testa, E., & Nigh, J. (2015). Writing the world: Preservice teachers’ perceptions of 21st 

century writing instruction. Teaching/Writing: The Journal of Writing Teacher Education, 4(1), 

1-24. Retrieved from: http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/vol4/iss1/8/ 

Testa, E. (2015). Active reading 2.0: “Rebooting” reading strategies through digital readers. Adolescent 

Literacy In Perspective, January, 2014. Retrieved from: 

http://www.ohiorc.org/adlit/inperspective/issue/2015-02/Article/vignette1.aspx* 

Testa, E.  & Tonsing, C. (2014). Kindle-ing the Common Core. Journal of Adolescent and Adult 
Literacy, 58(3), 197. DOI: 10.1002/jaal.310* 

Stuart, D. & Testa, E. (2012). “Stixy: The Techno-Bulletin Board of the 21st Century.” Newsletter, 

Technology in Literacy Education Special Interest Group. Retrieved from: 

http://webpages.uncc.edu/~sputman//FA2012.pdf* 

 
 

Book Chapters  

 

Pytash, K.E., Hylton, R., & Testa, E. (2019). Enacting high literacy practices in the classroom: 

Considerations for preservice teachers. In M. Natchowitz and K.C. Wilcox (Eds.), High Literacy 
in the secondary English language arts: Bridging the gap to college and career. Lanham, MD: 

Lexington Books. 

Pytash, K.E. & Testa, E.  (2018). From project-based clinical experiences to collaborative inquiries: 

Pathways to Professional Development Schools. In K. Zenkov & K.E. Pytash  (Eds.), Expanding 

opportunities to link research and clinical practice: A volume in Research in Professional 
Development Schools (pp. 9-33). Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing. 

 

 

Book Reviews 

 

Testa, E. (2016). Review of the book Critical reading in higher education: Academic goals and social 

engagement by K. Manarin, M., Carey, M. Rathburn and G. Ryland] Teachers College Record, 
Date Published: August 24, 2016 http://www.tcrecord.org ID Number: 21613 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND WORKSHOPS AT KSU: 

 
International and National Professional Meetings 

 

Pytash, K., Testa, E. (2018). “Writing in the margins: Teaching counter-narratives in secondary ELA 

classrooms. Presented at the 2018 National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference, 

November 16-18, Houston, TX. 

Pytash, K., Testa, E. (2016). “Stepping Up, Stepping in, Stepping Out: Preservice Teachers’ Growth  

as Teachers of Writing.” 2016 Literacy Research Association Annual Conference, presented 

December 1, 2016, Nashville, TN. 

http://www.igi-global.com/article/access-denied/149216
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/vol4/iss1/8/
http://www.ohiorc.org/adlit/inperspective/issue/2015-02/Article/vignette1.aspx
https://www.faculty180.com/public/download.php?key=H4p4%2BqIJljlACmwY%2Fnpqn8knp8xjnjK13SN1R0c0bhAldHmxYvNnoqJVsADQE8T40%2F%2BtAb747J30qVkNzQs0Bp7uQLoVPQSoELrJlL1grWxHk51InpT%2BZxkEeZucfm6Bd2tvYc3L%2FCioDTd1005V2Kigjl3VU%2FvvI3uz%2FgNBFkg%3D
http://webpages.uncc.edu/~sputman/FA2012.pdf
http://www.tcrecord.org/Home.asp
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Pytash, K., Kist, W. & Testa, E., Bartman, C., Blanton, M. & Ritchey, M. (2016). “Engaging youth in 

writing with digital media to promote literacies in a juvenile detention center. Presented at the 

2016 National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference, November 20-22, Atlanta, 

GA. 

Testa, E., Borgerding, L., and Hawley, T. (2016). “Co-teaching Partnerships During Student Teaching: 

Cooperating Teachers’ Professional Realizations and Growth.”  2016 American Educational 

Research Association Annual Conference, to be held, April 8-12, Washington, DC. 

Pytash, K., Kist, W. & Testa, E. (2015). “Remixing My Life.” Presented at the 2015 Literacy Research 

Association Conference, March 2-5, Carlsbad, CA. * Contributed to the paper, but did not 

present. 

Testa, E. and Pytash, K. (2015). “From Student to Teacher: Exploring Preservice Teachers' Emerging 

Pedagogical Understandings.” Presented at the 2015 IFTE/CEE Conference, July 9, Fordham 

University, New York, NY. 

Holliday, G. and Testa E. (2015). “Teaching Argumentation.” Presented at “Chicago: Great Lakes/Great 

Ideas,” the Annual Conference of the National Science Teachers Association, March 12-15, 

Chicago, IL. . * Contributed to the paper, but did not present. 

Pytash, K., Testa, E., and Nigh, J. (2014). “Writing the World: Preservice Teachers’ Perceptions of 21st 

Century Writing Instruction.” Presented at “The Dialogic Construction of Literacies,” the 64th 

Annual Conference of the Literacy Research Association, December 3-6, Marco Island, FL. 

Kist, W., Pytash, K., Testa, E., Gabalis, B., Nohra, C., Rogucki, J., & Tonsing, C. (2014). “Digital 

Badges for the English Classroom.” Presented at “Story as the Landscape of Knowing,” the 104th 

Annual Convention of the National Council of Teachers of English, November, 20-15, 

Washington, DC.  

 

State Professional Meetings 

Walton-Fisette, J. & Testa, E. (2018). “Trauma-Informed Practices.” Presented at Kent Education 

Excellence Partnership (KEEP) Academy, June 6, Streetsboro, OH. 

Pytash, K.E. & Testa, E. (2018). Writing in the Margins: Teaching Counter-narratives.” Presented at the 

Virginia Hamilton Multicultural Literature Conference, October 12, Kent State University.  

Gornik, R., Ferguson, J., Curtis, A., Rumley, K., & Testa, E. (2017). “Kent Educational Excellence 

Partnership (KEEP): Great Learning For Teachers By Teachers.” Presented at the 62nd Ohio 

School Board Association Capital Conference, November, 14, Columbus, OH.  

Testa, E. (2015). “Hypertext Literary Analysis: Deep Interpretation Without Writing an Essay.”     

Presented at Kent Education Excellence Partnership (KEEP) Academy, June 17, Tallmadge, OH. 

Testa, E. & Tonsing, C. (2014). “Kindle-ing Close Reading and Formative Assessment.” Presented at the 

2014 KSU/YSU/UA/CSU Annual Reading Conference, “Creativity in the Common Core: 

Teaching the Standards with Imagination and Joy,” Kent State University, Kent, OH. 

Testa, E. (October, 2013). “Kindling the Common Core.” Presented at the 2013 OCIRA Fall Conference, 

“Literacy: Bridging the Core: Celebrating Outstanding Reading Educators,” Ohio Council of the 

International Reading Association, The University of Cincinnati, Blue Ash, Blue Ash, OH. 

 

Professional Development Workshops 

Stow City Schools, with Walton-Fisette, J. “Trauma-Informed Practices,” October 2018 

Maple Heights Schools, professional development facilitator, Spring 2016 

Kenmore High School, professional development facilitator, Fall 2015, Spring 2016 

Nordonia High School, professional development facilitator, Summer and Fall 2014 

Kenmore High School, professional development facilitator, Fall 2013. 

Week of Inquiry, ADED program, Interviewing Workshop, Spring 2014 and 2015 

Week of Inquiry, ADED program, “Decoding Dyslexia” Workshop Session, Spring 2015 

Student Teaching Practicum, PETE program, “Decoding Dyslexia” Workshop Session, Fall 2015 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND WORKSHOPS PRIOR TO KSU: 
International and National Professional Meetings 

Testa, E. and Broadway, F. (April, 2013). “Sexual Strangers in Woodson’s Young Adult Opus.” 

Presented at the 2013 IRA Conference at the Literacy and Social Responsibility SIG Roundtable, 

San Antonio, TX. 
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State Professional Meetings 

 

Testa, E. (June, 2013). “Understanding the Common Core State Standards: An Introduction for Parents.” 

Presented at the 2013 Center for Urban and Higher Education 3rd Annual Summer Institute, The 

University of Akron, Akron, OH. 

Stuart, D., Hall, S., Oswald, R. and Testa, E. (March, 2013). “Cyber Cafe: a 21st Century Summer 

Reading Club with e-Readers.” Presented at the 2013 OCTELA Spring Conference, “Dream Big: 

Common Core and Beyond!” Ohio Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts, 

Worthington, Ohio. 

 

EXTERNAL FUNDING 

 

Funded 

Pytash, K.E. & Testa, E. (2017-2018). Designing Interdisciplinary Learning for Detained Youth.  

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation. Funding received: $19,571.79.  

Testa, E. (2017). The Ohio Association of Colleges of Teacher. Teaching in Tandem-Co-teaching during 

student teaching.: Funding received: $700. 

Pytash, K.E., Testa, E., (2016-2017). Summit County Juvenile Detention Center. Creating a  

makerspace in a Juvenile Detention Center. Akron Community Fund. Funding received: $2,000.  

Gornik, R. & Testa, E. (2016-2017) Martha Holden Jennings Foundation. Critical Inquiry Into Practice. 

Funding received: $14,600. 

Gornik, R. & Testa, E. (2015-2016) Martha Holden Jennings Foundation. Collaborating Through 
Critical Conversations and Inquiry to Promote Teacher Leadership. Funding received: 

$17,400.00 

 

Unfunded 
Kist, W., Testa, E., & Gornik, R. (2017). Teacher Mastermind Groups: Understanding Teacher Change 

and Teachers as Leaders in K-12 Schools. The James S. McDonnell Foundation. Funding 

requested: 20,000. 

Testa, E., Gornik, R., and Steiner, C. (2016). Collaboration for Deeper Learning and Excellent Teaching. 

National Education Association Foundation. Funding requested: $5,000. 

 

Under Review 

Pytash, K.E. & Testa, E. (2018-2019). Designing Identities: Creating Critical Consciousness Through 

Service Learning.  Martha Holden Jennings Foundation. Funding requested: $20,000. 

 

 

 

SERVICE AND CITIZENSHIP AT KSU 

 

Service to College and University 

Fall 2013-Spring 2014  NCATE Standard 3 Committee 

Fall 2013-present  Clinical Experience Advisory Council 

Fall 2014-Spring 2016  EHHS College Advisory Council 

Fall 2015-2017   Non-Tenured Track Provost Advisory Council (NPAC) 

Fall 2015   EHHS Ad Hoc Committee on Community Partnerships 

Fall 2016-Spring 2017 EHHS Ad Hoc Committee on Professional Dispositions 

Spring 2017 EHHS Ad Hoc Committee on Freshman Year Experience (FYE) 

Spring 2016-present EHHS Teacher Educators Coordinators Leadership Team 

Spring 2018 Faculty mentor: International Leaders in Education Program 

Fall 2017-present Faculty mentor: Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Ministry of Education.  

Building Leadership Change Through School Immersion Supporting 

Saudi Educational Administrative Leaders.  

Spring 2018 Honors Thesis Committee, Perceptions of Homeschooling Study, 

Christina Watson 



 6 

Fall 2018 EHHS Strategic Planning Team: Strategic Priority 4: Regional Impact 

Fall 2018-present EHHS Curriculum Committee 

Fall 2018-present EHHS Climate Committee 

 

 

Service to Program/School 

Fall 2014-Spring 2016  Faculty Advisory Committee member 

Spring 2017   Faculty Advisory Committee member 

Spring 2015   Coordinator of KSU courses at Bio-Med Science Academy 

Spring 2015   Consultant, EHHS Learning Community Leaders at Manchester Hall 

Spring 2015 Interviewer for Advanced Study, Integrated Science and Master of Arts 

in Teaching programs 

Fall 2015 Volunteer, American Sign Language seniors interpreted two of my   

classes as part of their course requirements 

Spring 2016 TLC Search Committee, FTTT Social Studies 

Spring 2017 TLC Search Committee, FT/TT Physical Education Teacher Education 

Spring 2017 EHHS Online Teaching Workshop 

Spring 2016-present TLC Program Coordinators Leadership Team 

Fall 2018-present TLC Curriculum Committee 

   

 

Service to Profession 

2015- present   National Council Teachers of English 

• Reviewer for NCTE conference proposals, 2015-present 

2014    Ohio Council of International Reading Association 

• Reviewer for summited journal manuscripts 

2014    Ohio Clinical Experience Design Team 

• Reviewer of rubric 

 

Related Community Service 

2016-present   Secretary/Treasurer, Governing Authority of Bio-Med Science Academy, 

Rootstown, Ohio,  

Spring 2018   Member, Portrait of a Graduate Curriculum Mapping Committee, 

Berkshire Public Schools, Burton, OH, 

Fall 2018-present  Member, Portrait of a Graduate Committee, Nordonia City Schools, 

Macedonia, OH 

Spring 2019   Member, Portrait of a Graduate Committee, Tallmadge City Schools, 

Tallmadge, OH 

 

 

Certificates 

Quality Matters 

 Completed training for: Applying the QM Rubric, Spring 2014 

 

Awards 

November, 2018  Director’s Award for Juvenile Court programming, Ohio Department of 

Youth Services, for Designing Identities 

 

 
 

https://designingidentities.wordpress.com/juvenile-justice-program/
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