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PUBLICATIONS 

 

Peer-Reviewed Book Chapter 

 

Niesz, T., & D’Amato, R. (in press). Social media connections between educators and advocacy 

communities: The Twitter activity of teacher activist groups. In M. Griffin & C. Zinskie 

(Eds.), Social media: Influences on education. Information Age Publishing. 

 

Refereed Journal Articles 

 

Niesz, T. (2021). Activist educators and the production, circulation and impact of social 

movement knowledge. Critical Education, 12(7), 5-22. 

 

Zimmerman, B. S., Kruse, S. D., Niesz, T., Kist, W., Kidder-Brown, M. K., & Nikbakht, E. 

(2020). “Facebook me”: The potential of student teachers’ online communities of practice 

in learning to teach. International Journal of Education & Literacy Studies, 8(2), 62-70.  

 

Niesz, T. (2019). Connect, cultivate, campaign: Toward a social movement approach to 

educational change. Education in a Democracy, 11, 54-71. 

 

Niesz, T. (2019). Social movement knowledge and anthropology of education. Anthropology & 

Education Quarterly, 50(2), 223-234.  

 

Niesz, T., & Ryan, K. (2018). Teacher ownership versus scaling up system-wide educational 

change: The case of Activity Based Learning in South India. Educational Research for 

Policy and Practice, 17(3), 209–222.  

 

Niesz, T., Korora, A. M., Burke Walkuski, C., & Foot, R. E. (2018). Social movements and 

educational research: Toward a united field of scholarship. Teachers College Record, 

120(3), 1–41. 

 

Koch, L. C., Niesz, T., & McCarthy, H. (2014). Understanding and reporting qualitative 

research: An analytical review and recommendations for submitting authors. 

Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin, 57(3), 131–143.  

 

Niesz, T., & Krishnamurthy, R. (2014). Movement actors in the education bureaucracy: The 

figured world of Activity Based Learning in Tamil Nadu. Anthropology & Education 

Quarterly, 45(2), 148–166. 
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Prior, M., & Niesz, T. (2013). Refugee children’s adaptation to American early childhood 

classrooms: A narrative inquiry. The Qualitative Report, 18(Art. 39), 1–17. 

 

Arhar, J., Niesz, T., Brossmann, J., Koebley, S., O’Brien, K., Loe, D., & Black, F. (2013). 

Creating a ‘third space’ in the context of a university-school partnership: Supporting 

teacher action research and the research preparation of doctoral students. Educational 

Action Research, 21(2), 218–236. 

 

Niesz, T., & Krishnamurthy, R. (2013). Bureaucratic activism and radical school change in 

Tamil Nadu, India. Journal of Educational Change, 14(1), 29–50. 

 

Burns Thomas, A., & Niesz, T. (2012). Power, knowledge and positioning in teacher networks. 

Professional Development in Education, 38(4), 683–687.  

 

Niesz, T. (2010). Chasms and bridges: Generativity in the space between educators’ 

communities of practice. Teaching and Teacher Education, 26(1), 37–44. 

 

Niesz, T. (2010). “That school had become all about show”: Image-making and the ironies of 

constructing a ‘good’ urban school. Urban Education, 45(3), 371–393.  

 

Dees, D. M., Zavota, G., Emens, S., Harper, M., Kan, K. H., Niesz, T., Tu, T-H., Devine, M. A., 

& Hovhannisyan, G. (2009). Shifting professional identities: Reflections on a faculty 

learning community experience. Learning Communities Journal, 1(2), 49–73. 

 

Niesz, T. (2008). Professional movements, local appropriations, and the limits of educational 

critique: The cultural production of mixed messages at an urban middle school. 

International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, 21(4), 327–346.  

 

Niesz, T., Koch, L. C., & Rumrill, P. D. (2008). The empowerment of people with disabilities 

through qualitative research. Work: A Journal of Prevention, Assessment, and 

Rehabilitation, 31(1), 113–125. 

 

Tankersley, M., Niesz, T., Cook, B., & Woods, W. (2007). The unintended side effects of 

inclusion of students with learning disabilities: The perspectives of special education 

teachers. Learning Disabilities: A Multidisciplinary Journal, 14(3), 135–144. 

 

Niesz, T. (2006). Beneath the surface: Teacher subjectivities and the appropriation of critical 

pedagogies. Equity & Excellence in Education, 39(4), 335–344.  

 

Schultz, K., Buck, P., & Niesz, T. (2005). Authoring “race”: Writing truth and fiction after 

school. Urban Review: Issues and Ideas in Public Education, 37(5), 469–489.  

 

Niesz, T. (2003). School reform on the inside: Teacher agency at one Philadelphia middle 

school. Penn GSE Perspectives on Urban Education, 2(2).  

 

Schultz, K., Buck, P., & Niesz, T. (2000). Democratizing conversations: Racialized talk in a 

post-desegregated middle school. American Educational Research Journal, 37(1), 33–65.  
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Moses, M., Howe, K., & Niesz, T. (1999). The pipeline and student perceptions of schooling: 

Good news and bad news. Educational Policy, 13(4), 573–591.  

 

Editor-Reviewed Journal Articles  

 

Niesz, T. (2018). When teachers become activists. Phi Delta Kappan, 99(8), 25–29. 

 

Niesz, T. (2007). Why teacher networks (can) work. Phi Delta Kappan, 88(8), 605–610.  

 

Invited Chapters  

 

Niesz, T. (forthcoming). Education as social movement tactic, target, context, and outcome: 

Research on the educational dimensions and implications of social movements. In R. 

Desjardins & S. Wiksten (Eds.), Handbook of civic engagement and education. Edward 

Elgar.  

 

Niesz, T., Koch, L. C., Davenport, J., Rumrill, S., Jones Wilkins, M. (2020). Qualitative research 

designs. In P. Rumrill, B. Cook, & N. Stevenson (Eds.), Research in special education: 

Designs, methods, and applications (3rd ed., pp. 148-191). Charles C. Thomas. 

 

Koch, L.C., Niesz, T., & Jones Wilkins, M. (2017). Qualitative research designs. In P. Rumrill & 

J. Bellini (Eds.), Research in rehabilitation counseling: A guide to design, methodology, 

and utilization (3rd ed., pp. 186-227). Charles C. Thomas.  

 

Bates, D., Chase, N., Ignasiak, C., Johnson, Y., Zaza, T., Niesz, T., Buck, P., & Schultz, K. 

(2001). Reflections: A middle school play about race relations. In J. Shultz & A. Cook-

Sather (Eds.), In our own words: Students’ perspectives on school (pp. 127–148). 

Rowman Littlefield Press. 

 

Featherstone, H., Gregorich, P., Niesz, T., & Jones Young, L. (1995). The scary part is that it 

happens without us knowing. In W. Ayers (Ed.), To become a teacher: Making a 

difference in children’s lives (pp. 193–214). Teachers College Press.  

 

Invited Book Reviews and Encyclopedia Entry 

 

Niesz, T. (2012). Review of Sociocultural theories of learning and motivation: Looking back, 

looking forward. Teachers College Record. Retrieved from 

https://www.tcrecord.org/content.asp?contentid=16767. 

 

Niesz, T. (2009). Review of Learning from L.A.: Institutional change in American public 

education. Teachers College Record. Retrieved from 

https://www.tcrecord.org/content.asp?contentid=15628. 

 

Niesz, T. (2008). Willis, Paul. In E. F. Provenzo (Ed.), Encyclopedia of the social and cultural 

foundations of education (p. 961). Sage.  
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Reprints 

 

Niesz, T. (2010). Why teacher networks (can) work. In Evers, R. B. (Ed.). Annual editions: 

Education 10/11 (pp. 99–103). McGraw-Hill. 

 

Niesz, T. (2010). Why teacher networks (can) work. In Sadker, D. M., & Zittleman, K. R. (Eds.). 

The teachers, schools, and society reader (Reading 34 in CD-ROM). McGraw-Hill. 

 

Niesz, T. (2009). Why teacher networks (can) work. In Evers, R. B. (Ed.). Annual editions: 

Education 09/10 (pp. 105–109). McGraw-Hill/Dushkin. 

 

Niesz, T. (2008). Why teacher networks (can) work. In Schultz, F. (Ed.). Annual editions: 

Education 08/09 (pp. 193–197). McGraw-Hill/Dushkin. 

 

Technical Report 

 

Niesz, T., with Krishnamurthy, R., & Mahalingam, V. (2012). A history of the Activity Based 

Learning Movement in Tamil Nadu. Independent report submitted to Sarva Shiksha 

Abhiyan, Tamil Nadu, India. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Invited, International  

 

Niesz, T. (2018, April). Teacher organizing in the struggle for public education. Paper presented 
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