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& Sumerau. J. E. Brill Publishers.

External Research Grants/Awards

2011 National Science Foundation/American Sociological Association Faculty Advancement
Grant with Clare Stacey, ($7,000).
2010 Wisconsin Longitudinal Study Pilot Grant with Jung-Hwa Ha, ($10,000).

Internal Research Grants/Awards

2023 Research and Creativity Academic Leave Award, Kent State University.

2022 Healthy Communities Research Institute’s Pilot Grant with Richard Adams, Kent State
University ($5,000).

2015 Summer Research and Creativity Award, Kent State University ($6,500),

2013 Summer Research and Creativity Award, Kent State University ($6,500).

2012 Research Resources Award with Clare Stacey, College of Arts & Sciences, Kent State
University ($6,499).

2010 Summer Research and Creativity Award, Kent State University ($6,500).

Unfunded Grant Proposals

“Bridging Borders: Exploring Aging Across Continents” (Proposal submitted for 2025-2026),
Fulbright Scholars Program Semi-Finalist.

“Preventing and Reducing the Risk of Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias using
Digitalized CommunityBased Square Stepping Exercise Program with Wearable Sensors” (2024)
(Alzheimer’s Research Program, Department of Defense) with Dr. JungYoon Kim (Computer
Science, KSU) and Dr. YoungHee Ro (Professor at Institute of Future Welfare Convergence,
Kangnam University, South Korea) ($1,000,00).

Does Virtual Reality (VR) Improve the Efficacy of Reminiscence on Social Connectedness and
Self-Continuity among Older Adults in Formal Care Institutions? (2023) (Retirement Research
Foundation) (with Jennifer Stanley, Josh Pollock, and William Kalkhoff) ($112,436).


https://faculty180.interfolio.com/public/download.php?key=SDRwNCtxSUpsamxBQ213WS9ucHFuOGtucDh4am5qSzEzU04xUjBjMGJoQWxkSG14WXZObm9za0prZHVRUy9ic2J0ZEl2NkpvZ2VtZnkxNjVObU5Rbk1QWU1ZTFo1ejY3ZU1rOTVDRTNUU3JDeHl5OGNMNVZ4NDZqWUhjWGRCRi8yNUdxVkwvcDhDeWJYdEh4UGplSjREaVZTTm5qVWlGUA%3D%3D
https://faculty180.interfolio.com/public/download.php?key=SDRwNCtxSUpsamxBQ213WS9ucHFuOGtucDh4am5qSzEzU04xUjBjMGJoQWxkSG14WXZObm9za0prZHVRUy9ic2J0ZEl2NkpvZ2VtZnkxNjVObU5Rbk1QWU1ZTFo1ejY3ZU1rOTVDRTNUU3JDeHl5OGNMNVZ4NDZqWUhjWGRCRi8yNUdxVkwvcDhDeWJYdEh4UGplSjREaVZTTm5qVWlGUA%3D%3D
https://faculty180.interfolio.com/public/download.php?key=SDRwNCtxSUpsamxBQ213WS9ucHFuOGtucDh4am5qSzEzU04xUjBjMGJoQWxkSG14WXZObm9za0prZHVRUy9ic3IzV0VCUTJ5SEJ0NUlscVlwZ2o1dWFud1hQaElxQXA5KzB5dnNtcFNwZ3Q2eGduTk9JVFZVclIwZU1jbEl0Vm1WTS8vNGpOMkxGQUNScU1HQVdiWW44aWJ6QzNEcmE1MGZMRk4rWGplVzJvPQ%3D%3D
https://faculty180.interfolio.com/public/download.php?key=SDRwNCtxSUpsamxBQ213WS9ucHFuOGtucDh4am5qSzEzU04xUjBjMGJoQWxkSG14WXZObm9za0prZHVRUy9ic3IzV0VCUTJ5SEJ0NUlscVlwZ2o1dWFud1hQaElxQXA5KzB5dnNtcFNwZ3Q2eGduTk9JVFZVclIwZU1jbEl0Vm1WTS8vNGpOMkxGQUNScU1HQVdiWW44aWJ6QzNEcmE1MGZMRk4rWGplVzJvPQ%3D%3D

“Learning by Doing”: Experiential Research Experience for the Next Generation of Aging Scholars.”
(2015). The Spencer Foundation (with Richard Adams and Kelly Cichy). ($25, 405).

“Age-Friendly Cities, Neighborhood Effects, and the Elderly: A collaborative initiative between
Kent State University & the Cleveland Department of Aging.” (2014). The McGregor Foundation
(with Richard Adams, Xinyue Ye and Nadia Greenhalgh- Stanley). ($39, 251).

“Age-Friendly Cities, Neighborhood Effects, and the Elderly: A collaborative initiative between
Kent State University & the Cleveland Department of Aging.” (2014). The George Gund Foundation
(with Richard Adams, Xinyue Ye and Nadia Greenhalgh- Stanley). ($97, 710).

“End-of-Life Care in the Intensive Care Unit: The Nature and Impact of the Pastoral Care and
Palliative Care Partnership.” (2012). Health Care Chaplaincy and John Templeton Foundation
Collaborative (with Steven Radwany, Reverend Deborah Damore, Terry Albanese, and Clare
Stacey). ($247,334).

Conference Presentations and Talks

“From Traits to Sleep Patterns: Personality and Multidimensional Sleep Health Across Adulthood”
(with Muhammad, T., Soomi Lee), SLEEP 2026, Abstract accepted for oral presentation. Baltimore,
Maryland.

Interview on “Generations Connect” with Elliana Steiner from John Kroll’s Journalism Seminar,
November 2025.

“Stories Connecting Generations.” Talk in John Kroll’s Journalism Seminar, October 2025.

“Not Just Biology: How Life Shapes Cognitive Aging.” Decoding Dementia: Research, Sociological
Approach and Pathways. Mumbai, India, August 12. [Virtual]. Press Coverage in Maharashtra
Times, Fress Press Journal, and Navarashtra.

“Balancing Innovation and Care: How Robotic Caregivers Impact Healthcare Workers and Quality
of Care for Older Adults.” (with Adedayo Adeagbo). February 2025. [Virtual]. National Conference
on Preserving the Dignity of Elderly, India.

“Shifting Preferences for Aging in Place: The Role of Health, Childlessness, and Income among
Korean Older Adults.” (with Jung-Hwa Ha). Navigating Aging and Health with Limited Family Ties:
Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Responses, National University of Singapore, February
2025.

“Spousal Education and Epigenetic Age among Partnered Older Adults in the United States.” (with
Yan-Liang Yu). American Sociological Association, August, 2024, Montreal, Quebec.



“Association of Sleep Quality and Sleep Duration with Physical Frailty among Older Adults in
India.” Houston. TX (with Muhammad, T., Soomi Lee, Bittu Mandal). SLEEP 2024, Houston, TX.

“The Combined Effect of Cognitive Impairment and Pain on Functional and Mobility Disability
among Older Adults in India.” (with Muhammad T.) The Alzheimer's Association International
Conference. AAIC 2024. Philadelphia. PA. [Virtual].

“Social Support as a Resource for Later Life Cognition.” (with Sara Moorman). Gerontological
Society of America, November 2022, Indianapolis, IN.

“Stories Connecting Generations.” Guest Speaker in Dr. Marina Vladova’s The Stories We Tell:
Creative Writing in the Sphere of Public Health, NEOMFA internship seminar, October 2022.

“Does a Significant Other’s Death Affect One’s Thoughts and Planning of End-of-Life Care? Case
of South Korea.” (with Jung-Hwa Ha). Korean Aging: Issues and Implications.” Summer 2022,
Portland, Oregon.

“The long-term trajectories of cognitive and mental health of UK pensioners: The Impact of Work
Status and Choices.” (with Baowen Xue and Minhao Luo). Society for Social Medicine (SSM)
Health Virtual Annual Scientific Meeting, Oral presentation, Wednesday 15 September 2021,
Session: Dementia Cognition & Ageing.

“Revisiting ‘Awareness Contexts’ in the 21st Century Hospital: How Contemporary Medical
Settings Structure Patients’ Awareness of Dying.” (with Clare Stacey). Gerontological Society of
America, November 2016, New Orleans, LA.

“The Role of Sociology in the Study of Aging.” Guest Lecture in Dr. Gregory Smith’s Graduate
Interdisciplinary Seminar on Aging, Spring 2015.

“Responding to Journal Reviewers.” Brown Bag Panelist, Kent State University, Spring 2015. “How
to teach Sociology to Undergraduates.” Brown Bag for SWS, University of Akron, Spring 2014.

“Hope and Resilience for Older Adults, Families, and Caregivers Facing Mental Health Challenges:
Community Engagement to Support Wellness.” Discussion Facilitator, Margaret Clark Morgan
Foundation, March 2014, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.

“End-of-Life Care Implications of Caring for a Parent or Sibling with Alzheimer’s.” (with Jung-Hwa
Ha). Alzheimer’s Association International Conference, July 2013, Boston, MA.

“The of Sociology in the Study of Aging.” Guest Lecture in Dr. Gregory Smith’s Graduate
Interdisciplinary Seminar on Aging, Spring 2013.



“Does Personality Moderate the Effect of Care-Receiving on End-of-Life Care Planning?” (with
Jung-Hwa Ha). Annual Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, November 2011, Boston,
MA.

“Does Personality Moderate the Effect of Care-Receiving on End-of-Life Care Planning?” (with
Jung-Hwa Ha), Wisconsin Longitudinal Study Summer Workshop, Summer 2011, Madison, WI.

“Decoding Active Learning: What is this Thing Anyway?” (with Kent State Teaching Scholars).
Decoding the Disciplines Workshop, Spring 2011, Kent, OH.

“The Effect of Late-Life Widowhood on Changes in Social Support: Do Personality Traits Matter.”
(with Jung-Hwa Ha). Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Fall 2010, Atlanta,
GA.

“An Examination of Self-enhancement through Involvement in the Red Hat Society.” (with Anne
Barrett). Annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, November 2009, Atlanta, GA.

“Later Life Informal Helping and Mental Health: Variations by Socioeconomic Status.” Annual
meeting of the American Sociological Association, Fall 2008, Boston, MA.

“Do Personality Traits Moderate the Effects of Late-Life Spousal Loss on Psychological
Adjustment?” (with Deborah Carr). Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Fall
2007, New York, NY.

“Social Determinants of Black-White Disparities in Breast Cancer Mortality.” (with Mary Gerend).
Annual meeting of Society for Study of Social Sciences, Fall 2007, New York, NY.

“Work Status and Subjective Age: Do Retired People Feel Older than their Actual Age?” Annual
meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, November 2006, Dallas, TX.

“Long-term Payoffs of Work? Women’s Paid Work Histories and Mental Health in Widowhood”
(with Anne Barrett). Annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, November 2005,
Orlando, FL.

TEACHING

Undergraduate

Introduction to Sociology (Honors) (Face-to-Face)
Aging in Society (Face-to-Face and Online)
Sociology of Health and Health Care (Face-to-Face)
Sociology of Families (Face-to-Face and Online)
Glyphix: Visual Life Histories (Studio Class)

First Year Experience (Face-to-Face)
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Sexuality over the Life Course (Online Course developed)

Graduate

Aging and the Life Course
Sociology of Health and Illness
Social Gerontology

Intergenerational Teaching Project

Pai, Manacy and Jessica Barness. Visual Transformations of Older Adults’ Life Stories, Stories
Generating Connections (SCG) -- An Intergenerational Project* Connecting Students from Visual
Communication Design (VCD) and Older Adults in Local Senior Centers (pilot data collection).
Featured on WKSU’s Sound of Ideas (Segment starts at Minute 16:00)

Graduate and Undergraduate Advising

Dissertation Chair, Co-Chair
Dissertation Chair, Adedayo Adeagbo* (Sociology), In Progress.
*2024-2025 Ohio Department of Aging Scholar
*2024 2™ place, Three Minutes Thesis Competition, Kent State University, USA
*2023-2024 Internship: Life Enrichment Assistant Director, Danbury Senior Living, Ohio.
Dissertation Chair, Victoria Reynolds (Sociology), Summer 2022 — Advanced
Statistician, State Farm Insurance (2021-present).
Co-Chair, Ginny Natale (Sociology), Summer 2019 - Postdoctoral Researcher, Suny-Stony Brook
Medicine (2019-2023).
Co-Chair, Jeannette Wade (Sociology, University of Akron), Fall 2017 — Associate Professor, North
Carolina A&T State University, Greensboro, NC (2018-present).

Dissertation Committee Member

Sarah Harvey (Sociology), In Progress

Tiah Wingate (Sociology), Fall 2025.

Samantha Nousak (Sociology), Spring 2023.

Scott Swatiek (Sociology, University of Akron), Spring 2021.
Marcella Mulhollem (Sociology, University of Akron), Spring 2021.
Corey Stevens (Sociology, University of Akron), Fall 2018.

Christi Gross (Sociology), Summer 2016.

Jamie Chapman (Sociology, University of Akron), Fall 2015.

Ying Lang (Sociology), Spring 2013.

Dissertation Committee, Graduate Representative
Tara Wixel (Psychological Sciences), Summer 2024

Advisor
Ibukun Odejimi, In Progress
*2025-2026 Most Outstanding Art Presentation, GSS Symposium, Kent State University
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https://stories-connecting-generations.kent.edu/
https://stories-connecting-generations.kent.edu/
https://www.ideastream.org/programs/sound-of-ideas/recycling-in-cleveland-restarts-with-new-opt-in-program

Comprehensive Exam Chair
Adedayo Adeagbo (Medical), Fall 2024
Victoria Reynolds (Medical/Mental), Fall 2018

Comprehensive Exam Committee Member
Sarah Harvey (Medical), Spring 2021

Tiah Wingate (Medical), Fall 2019

Erin Andro (Medical), Fall 2018

Paige Boisch (Medical), Spring 2018

Elena Fox (Social Psychology), Summer 2017

Master’s Thesis Chair, Co-Chair

Chair, Adedayo Adeagbo, Summer 2024.
Co-Chair, Victoria Reynolds (Sociology), Fall 2017
Co-Chair, Alicia Krey (Sociology), Summer 2011

Master’s Thesis Committee Member

Sarah Harvey (Sociology), Summer 2020

Scott Swiatek (Sociology), University of Akron, Spring 2018

Meredith Driscoll (Human Development and Family Studies), Spring 2011

Master’s Essay Committee Advisor & Chair, Liberal Studies Program
Matthew Hathaway, Fall 2021

Kathryn Sutton, Summer 2018 (co-chair)

Richard Robertson, Summer 2018

Rebecca Rempe, Spring 2017

DWanna Douglas, Spring 2014

Elizabeth Driscoll, Spring 2013

Carol Briney, Summer 2013

Christine Cleary, Fall 2013

Undergraduate Honor’s Thesis Committee Member
Lindsay Scott (Psychology), Spring 2023
Jessica Purdy (Human Development and Family Studies), Spring 2018

SURE Fellowship
Aubrey Gissinger, Summer 2016 (co-advisor)
Suhana Subedi, Summer 2026 (advisor)

Individual Investigation Advisor

Adedayo Adeagbo, Fall 2023

Melissa Anderson, (Liberal Studies Program), Fall 2023
Cynthia Smith (Liberal Studies Program), Fall 2022
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Dr. Linda Hoeptner-Poling (Art Education), Summer 2016
Elizabeth Sabo (Liberal Studies Program), Spring 2015

NEOUS Research Project Advisor
Olivia Pilion, 2019 Neouss, Oberlin, Ohio (2nd Award in Poster Presentation)
Tyler Coy, 2018 Neouss, Oberlin, Ohio

SERVICE

Service to Department

Undergraduate Coordinator, Sociology and Criminology, Fall 2025- Spring 2028.

Faculty Advisory Committee (FAC), Elected Member, 2014-2016, 2018-2020, 2021-2022, 2023
2025 (4 terms).

Student Academic Complaint Committee (SACC), Chair, 2024-.

Department Handbook Ad hoc Committee, 2022-2023.

Recruitment and Retention in Lower Division Classes, Ad hoc Committee, Spring 2022.

Graduate Education Committee (GEC), 2020-2022.

Criminology Faculty Search Committee, Fall 2017.

Curriculum and Undergraduate Studies Committee (CUSC), 2008-2010 and 2013-2014 (2 terms).

Department Chair Review Committee, 2012.

Research and Development Committee, 2011-2013 and 2016-2017 (2 terms).

Medical Sociology Comprehensive Examination Committee, 2008-2015.

Mental Health Comprehensive Examination Committee, 2008-2015. Website Committee, 2010
2011.

Service to University

College Curriculum Committee (CCC), 2025-2028.

College Advisory Committee (CAC), 2019-2020 and 2021-2022 (2 one-year terms).
Steering Committee, Healthy Communities Research Institute (HCRI), 2024-
Students Rights and Standards Committee, 2021-2023.

All University Hearing Board, Alternate Member, 2021-2022.

Policy, Guidelines and Resources for Faculty Retention Committee, 2021-2022.
Advisory Council for Graduate Certificate of Gerontology, 2021-.

University Research Council Review Panel for Research and Creativity Grants, 2010 and 2018.
LGBTQ Studies and Center, Affiliate Member, 2010-.

BS/MD Program Interview Committee, 2011-2017.

Distance Learning Planning Committee, 2008-2010.

Undergraduate Research Symposium Judge, March 2017.

Volunteer, International Friendship Program, 2018 and 2020.

Service to Discipline

Editorial Board Member, BMC Geriatrics, spring 2024-

Review Editor, Editorial Board Member, Aging and Public Health, Frontiers in Public Health, 2023-.
Member, National Leadership/Advisory Council, SelfMade Health Network (SMHN), Centers for
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Disease Control (CDC), 2022-.

Volunteer Mentor, Mental Health Mentor Match, American Sociological Association, Fall 2021 -
Spring 2022.

Volunteer Mentoring Program, Gerontological Society of America, Fall 2021 — Present.

Associate Editor, Society and Mental Health, 2019-2021.

Abstract Reviewer, Ohio Association of Gerontology and Education, 2023.

Abstract Reviewer, Gerontological Society of America, 2021-Present.

Chair, Northeast Ohio Undergraduate Sociology Symposium (NEOUSS), 2014-2015.

Planning Committee Member, Northeast Ohio Undergraduate Sociology Symposium, 2014-2019.

Ad Hoc Reviewer: Israel Science Foundation (ISF), Journal of Aging and Health, Journal of Health
and Social Behavior, Journals of Gerontology, Journal of Marriage and Family,
Psychogeriatrics, Educational Gerontology, BMC Geriatrics, BMC Psychiatry, BMC Public
Health, Frontiers in Public Health, Frontiers in Psychology, Social Science and Medicine,
International Journal of Mental Health Promotion, International Journal of Aging and
Human Development, Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, International
Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, Scientific Reports, Journal of Advanced Nursing, Journal of
Cross-Cultural Gerontology, Brain and Behavior.

Service to Community

Volunteer, Danbury Senior Living, 2023-.

Volunteer, Grace House, 2022-.

Volunteer, Be My Eyes: See the World Together, 2021-.

Founder and Facilitator, Generations Connect, 2021- (Kent State Today Story)

Founder and Facilitator, Generations Build, India, 2021-.

Private Free Tutoring for English, History, and Civics, 7"-10"" grade, Mumbai, India, Visiting
summers 2005-present.

Project Fair Speed Mentoring for Science Fair, Hudson High School, November 2017.

Judge, Science Fair, Western Reserve District 5 Science Day, University of Akron, March 2017.
Strategic Planning Committee Member, Susan G. Komen for Cure, Ohio, 2011-2019.

Grant Review Committee Chair, Susan G. Komen for Cure, Ohio, 2012 and 2015.

Grant Review Panel Member, Susan G. Komen for Cure, Ohio, 2010-2012.

Volunteer, Transportation Services for Visiting Seniors from India, Cleveland, Ohio 2009-2013.
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https://www.storypoint.com/community/north-canton-oh/
https://www.gracehouseakron.org/
https://www.bemyeyes.com/
https://sites.google.com/kent.edu/generations-connect/home
https://www.kent.edu/cas/news/bridging-generations

