Jennifer LARSON
LARSON

SPECIAL INTERESTS Ancient Mediterranean Religions and Mythologies, Cognitive Science of Religion, Greek and Latin Poetry, Gender and Sexuality in the Ancient World

EMPLOYMENT

Fall 2005-present: Professor of Classics, Kent State University

May 2009-June 2012: Chair, Modern and Classical Language Studies, Kent State University

1999-2005: Associate Professor of Classics, Kent State University

1994-1999: Assistant Professor of Classics, Kent State University 


1997-present: Affiliate Member, Women’s Studies faculty

1992-3; 93-4: Assistant Professor of Classics (Temporary), Kent State University

EDUCATION
Ph.D. Classics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 1992

M.A. Classics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 1988

B.A. English and ancient Greek, summa cum laude Mercer University, Macon, Georgia 1987

SCHOLARSHIP 

Books
2016. Understanding Greek religion: A cognitive approach. Routledge. A Choice Outstanding Academic Book for 2017. Reviews: Engels, 2018, Historische Zeitschrift 306 (3) 784-6; Review symposium: Journal of Cognitive Historiography 4 (1) 2017: 10-59. I. Petrovic, Greece & Rome 65.1 (2018): 136-44. See also Whitmarsh, London Review of Books 40.24 (2018): 25-6.
2012. Greek and Roman sexualities: A sourcebook. Bloomsbury/Continuum.

2007. Ancient Greek cults: A guide. Routledge. Reviews: Van Liefferinge, L’Antiquité Classique 77 (2008): 520-21.
2001. Greek nymphs: Myth, cult, lore. Oxford University Press. Reviews: Gordon, Greece & Rome, 49.2 (2002), 262; Cole, Journal of the American Academy of Religion 73.2 (2005): 550-53; Wilson, Signs 30.2 (2005): 1715-19.
1995. Greek heroine cults. University of Wisconsin Press. Reviews: Antonaccio, Journal of Hellenic Studies 117 (1997): 225-6; Hawley, Folklore 108 (1997): 127; Kadletz The Classical World, 92.1 (1998): 61-3; Stehle, European Legacy 3.3 (1998), 131; Cuchet, Clio 30 (2009): 253-55.
Articles in peer-reviewed journals and chapters (*invited/•refereed)
*•Forthcoming 2020. The Greek cult of Heracles. In D. Ogden ed. The Oxford Handbook of Heracles. Oxford University Press.

*•Forthcoming 2020. [co-authored with Peter Turchin, et al.] An introduction to Seshat: Global History Databank. Accepted to Journal of Cognitive Historiography. doi: 10.1558/jch.39395.
*•Forthcoming 2020. [co-authored with Harvey Whitehouse, et al.] A new era in the study of global history is born but it needs to be nurtured. Accepted to Journal of Cognitive Historiography. doi: 10.1558/jch.39422.
*Forthcoming 2020. Big Gods, Greek gods and moral supervision. In S. Blakeley (ed) Data science, human science, and ancient gods: Conversations in theory and method. Lockwood.
*•Forthcoming 2020. Blood and ritual killing: Exploring intuitive models. Snout to tail conference volume, edd. G. Ekroth and M. Carbon, to be published by the Swedish Institute at Athens.
*Forthcoming 2020. Cognitive science of religion and the work of Henk Versnel. Table Ronde Henk Versnel volume, to be published by Brill.
•2019. Urbs antiqua fuit. Brian Friel’s use of epic in Translations. International Journal of the Classical Tradition, June 24, https://doi.org/10.1007/s12138-019-00535-1, permanent link https://rdcu.be/bHFss 
•2019. [co-authored with Harvey Whitehouse et al.] Complex societies precede moralizing gods throughout world history. Nature, March 20, https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-019-1043-4.
*•2019. Herakles and Hermes. In J. F. Miller and J. S. Clay eds., Tracking Hermes, pursuing Mercury, Oxford University Press. 49-64. [appeared Jan. 31, 2019]
*• 2019. Nature gods, nymphs and the cognitive science of religion. In T. Scheer ed., Natur – Mythos – Religion im antiken Griechenland. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 71-85. [appeared Feb 8, 2019]
* 2018. A response: Does a cognitive approach challenge prevailing models of Greek religion? Journal of Cognitive Historiography 4.1, 53-59. [appeared Dec. 18, 2018]
*• 2017. Venison for Artemis? The problem of deer sacrifice. In S. Hitch and I. Rutherford eds. Animal sacrifice in the ancient Greek world. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 48-62. [Appeared Aug 31, 2017]

*•2014. Sexuality in Greek and Roman religion. In Thomas K. Hubbard, ed. A companion to Greek and Roman sexualities. Wiley-Blackwell. 214-29. [appeared Jan. 2014]

*•2013. Greece. In Barbette Spaeth, ed., The Cambridge companion to ancient Mediterranean religions. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge and New York. 136-56. [appeared Nov. 2013]

*•2011. Bilingual inscriptions and translation in antiquity. In Siobhan McElduff and Enrica Sciarrino eds., Complicating the history of Western translation: The ancient Mediterranean in perspective. Manchester and Kinderhook: St. Jerome. 50-61.

*•2009. Votive arms and armor in the sanctuaries of goddesses: An empirical approach. In C. Prêtre ed. Le donateur, l'offrande et la déesse. Systèmes votifs des sanctuaires de déesses dans le monde grec. Kernos Supplement 23. 123-33. [appeared in Spring 2011]
*2009. Dangerous brides: Nymphs in the paintings of Hans Meertens. In O. Lindboe and H. Meertens eds., Sweet fever: The art of Hans Meertens. Copenhagen: Art 75. 43-4.

*•2009. The singularity of Herakles. In S. Albersmeier ed., Heroes: Mortals and myths in ancient Greece. (Exhibit Catalogue). Baltimore and New Haven: The Walters Art Museum and Yale University Press. 31-8. [appeared Oct. 2009]
*•2007. A land full of gods: Nature deities in Greek religion. In D. Ogden ed, A companion to Greek religion. Malden, MA and Oxford: Blackwell. 56-70.

•2005. Lugalbanda and Hermes. Classical Philology 100.1, 1-16.

•2004. Paul’s masculinity. Journal of Biblical Literature 123.1, 85-97.

*•2002. The Olympic games and the rise of Greek religious institutions: Interpretive essay. In B. Vivante, ed. Events that changed ancient Greece. Westport CT and London: Greenwood Press. 45-58. Selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic Book for 2002.

•2002. Corinna and the daughters of Asopus. Syllecta Classica 13.47-62.

•1997. Handmaidens of Artemis? Classical Journal 92.3, 249-57.

•1997. Astacides the goatherd (Callimachus Ep. 22 Pf.). Classical Philology  92.2, 131-37.

•1995. The Corycian nymphs and the Homeric Hymn to Hermes. Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies 36.4, 341-57.

Book reviews (all invited)
2019. Luther H. Martin and Donald Wiebe, eds, Religion Explained? The Cognitive Science of Religion after Twenty-Five Years (Bloomsbury 2017). Journal of Cognitive Historiography 4.2 (2017) 289-92. [appeared 10-16-19] 
2018. Stocking, Charles H. The politics of sacrifice in early Greek myth and poetry. (Cambridge University Press 2017). Religious Studies Review 44.3.332-3.
2018. Bonnet (C.), Belayche (N.), Albert-Llorca, (M.), Avdeeff (A.), Massa (F.), Slobodzianek (I.),  (edd.) 2017. Puissances divines à l’épreuve du comparatisme: Constructions, variations et réseaux relationnels. (Brepols 2017). Classical Review 69.1.175-8.
2017. Esther Eidinow and Julia Kindt (eds). The Oxford handbook of ancient Greek religion. (Oxford University Press 2015). Religious Studies Review 43.4.339-40. doi:10.1111/rsr.13197.
2017. Andrej Petrovic and Ivana Petrovic. Inner purity and pollution in Greek religion. Volume 1: Early Greek religion. (Oxford University Press 2016). Classical Review April 2017 1-2. doi:10.1017/S0009840X17000385
2017. Theodora Suk Fong Jim. Sharing with the gods: Aparchai and dekatai in ancient Greece. (Oxford University Press 2014). Hermathena 193 (2012) 93-6. [Appeared Jan. 2017]

2017. Laurialan Reitzammer. The Athenian Adonia in context: The Adonis festival. (University of Wisconsin Press 2016). Journal of Folklore Research, (online) January 2017.

2016. Peter Struck. Divination and human nature: A cognitive history of intuition in classical antiquity. (Princeton University Press 2016). Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2016.10.35.
2015. Guy Maclean Rogers. The mysteries of Artemis of Ephesos: Cult, polis, and change in the Graeco-Roman world. (Yale University Press 2012). American Historical Review 120.2.692.
2012. J. W. Knust and Z. Várhelyi, eds. Ancient Mediterranean sacrifice. (Oxford University Press 2011). Religious Studies Review 38.2.91.
2011. C. O. Pache. A moment’s ornament: The poetics of nympholepsy in ancient Greece. (Oxford University Press 2011). Classical Philology 106.4.365-9.
2011. G. Martin. Divine talk: Religious argumentation in Demosthenes. (Oxford University Press 2009). Religious Studies Review 37.2.126.
2011. B. Wickkiser. Asklepios, medicine and the politics of healing in fifth-century Greece: Between craft and cult. (Johns Hopkins 2008). Religious Studies Review 37.2.128.

2007/8. B. Currie, Pindar and the cult of heroes. (Oxford Unviersity Press 2005). Classical Journal 103.201-4.

2005. S. G. Cole, Landscapes, gender and ritual space: The ancient Greek experience. (Berkeley and Los Angeles 2004). Phoenix 59.369-70.

2000. F. W. Alonso, La fortaleza asediada. Diosas, héroes, y mujeres poderosas in el mito griego. (Salamanca 1997). Classical Review 50.317.

Interviews
2017. J. Levine. Experts reflect on their experiences working with Seshat: Global History Databank. http://seshatdatabank.info/expert_reflections/
2017. The heroine cults of ancient Greece. The Thinker’s Garden (online magazine): http://www.thethinkersgarden.com/2017/06/the-heroine-cults-of-ancient-greece/#.WT6N0TOZPVo
External programs, awards and support
2019-present. Advisory board member, “Religion Beyond and Without Belief,” an international and interdisciplinary network of leading scholars based in Aarhus and Madrid.
2016-present. Expert contributor to Seshat: Global History Database, an international, grant funded project tracking worldwide cultural evolution.

2011-2014. Green Scholars Initiative, Scholar-Mentor. A project loaning Greek papyri to institutions for study and publication with students, especially at the undergraduate level.
2009. Advisory board member, Heroes! Monsters, Myth and Memory, curated by Sabine Albersmeier. Walters Art Museum.
2009. American Academy at Rome Summer School, Rome.
2004. Scholarly consultant for Bettany Hughes, Helen of Troy, goddess, princess, whore (Jonathan Cape: 2005), companion book for Helen of Troy, PBS documentary.

1999. Summer Fellow, Center for Hellenic Studies, Washington DC.
Conferences and lectures (*indicates invited participation; others refereed)
November 2019. A cognitive definition of magic. Society for Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA.
January 2019. Big gods, Greek gods and moral supervision. Society for Classical Studies Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA.

*January 2019. Causal opacity or causal translucence? Magic, causal attribution and ‘the ritual stance.’ MagiCog: Cognitive Approaches to Ancient Magic (Workshop). Institute for Classical Studies, London.
*September 2018. The cognitive anatomy of a mystery cult. Les ‘Mystères’ au IIe siècle de notre ère: Un mysteric turn? École Pratique des Hautes Études, Paris.

*October 2017. A cognitive approach to ancient Greek religion. The Fourth International Symposium on Network Theory, Cognitive Science, and Historiography. Sponsor: Anadrasi/Feedback. Rethymno, Crete.
*January 2017. Workshop participant, Axial-Age religions and the Z-curve of human egalitarianism. Collaboration of Seshat Global History Database and the Evolution Institute. School of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography, Oxford University, UK.

*December 2016. Blood and ritual killing: Exploring intuitive models. Snout to Tail conference, Uppsala University, Sweden.

*October 2016. Cognitive science of religion and the work of Henk Versnel. Table Ronde Henk Versnel, University of Leiden, Netherlands.

*October 2016. The Greeks and the counterintuitive. Cognitive perspectives on religion. Forum Antiquum lecture, University of Leiden, Netherlands.
*November 2015. Nature gods and the cognitive science of religion. Nature – Myth – Religion in Ancient Greece. Conference at the University of Göttingen, Germany. [paper was read by a colleague]
*July 2015. Amphitrite in and out of the pantheon. Water and Greek Religion: Landscapes, Uses, Mythology. Conference at Tufts University, Boston (Medford).

*April 2015. Venison for Artemis? The problem of deer sacrifice. Hollins University, Roanoke VA.

*March 2014. Herakles and Hermes. Tracking Hermes/Mercury. Conference at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville.

*Feb 2014. Discovering Greek papyri. Workshop on the Green Scholars Initiative, University of Florida, Gainesville.

*Feb 2014. Vision, experience and doctrine in the Eleusinian Mysteries. Rothman Distinguished Lecture, University of Florida at Gainesville.

*Jan. 2013. A contract pertaining to a dowry. Green Scholars Initiative Workshop, Baylor University.
*Feb. 2010. Seized by the nymphs: Sexuality and epiphany in ancient Greece. 2010 Langford Conference, Florida State University Department of Classics.

*Jan. 2010. The singularity of Herakles. Heroes Exhibition Scholars Day, Walters Art Museum, Baltimore.

*Oct. 2009. Herakles, masculine and feminine. Ohio Classical Conference annual meeting, Cleveland OH.

*Oct. 2008. Herakles, masculine and feminine. Creighton University, Department of Classics and Near Eastern Studies.

Jan. 2008. Venison for Artemis? The problem of deer sacrifice. APA Annual Meeting.

*Dec. 2007. Votive arms and armor in the sanctuaries of goddesses. XXXIe Colloque International: Le Donateur, L’Offrande et la Déesse. Systèmes votifs dans les sanctuaires de divinités féminines en Grèce et en Asie Mineure. Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Lille, France.

*2005. Divine images: Cult statues in ancient Greece. Ohio Classical Conference

2004. Lugalbanda and Hermes. APA Annual Meeting.

*2004. Sacred gardens in ancient Greece. Indiana University Department of Classics.

*2003. Divine images: Cult statues in ancient Greece. Creighton University Department of Classics and Near Eastern Studies.

*2003. Sacred gardens in ancient Greece. University of Western Ontario Colloquium: Landscape in the Ancient World.

*2001. Dangerous brides: Nymphs in ancient and modern Greek folklore. Kent Medieval Society

2001. Corinna and the daughters of Asopos. APA Annual Meeting.

*1998. Seized by the nymphs: Nympholepsy in the ancient Greek world.  Bowdoin College Department of Classics.

*1997. The ancient nymphs and modern Greek folklore. AIA Kent-Akron. 

1996. Astacides the goatherd  (Callimachus Ep. 22 Pf.). APA Annual Meeting.

1995. Handmaidens of Artemis? APA Annual Meeting.

*1995. Heroine cults in ancient Greece. Ohio Classical Conference. 

1995. Artemis and the nymphs. CAMWS Annual Meeting.

1994. On the distinction between nymph and heroine. CAMWS Annual Meeting.

1992. Iphigenia Soteira and the Attic tradition of self-sacrifice. APA Annual Meeting.

1991. The first hikesios in the Cyrene cathartic law. Classical Association of the Atlantic States, Annual Meeting.

1991. The hounds of Medea: Imagery of death in the Argonautica. CAMWS Annual Meeting.

1990. Miasma and medicine in the Oresteia. CAMWS Annual Meeting.

Courses Taught *indicates graduate level 

Basic Instruction
Elementary Greek I, II and Intermediate Greek I, II

Elementary Latin I, II and Intermediate Latin I, II
Latin and Greek Literature

Euripides’ Hippolytus
Homer
Homeric Hymn to Hermes*

Juvenal’s Satires*

Latin Elegiac Poets (Ovid)*

Latin Epic* (developed online version)
Latin Lyric and Elegiac Poets (Horace, Love Elegy; developed online version)*

Lucretius*

Ovid’s Metamorphoses*

Plato, Apology and Phaedrus
Vergil: Eclogues and Georgics*

Vergil’s Aeneid*

Literature in Translation and Culture

Ancient Christianities* (developed online version)

Classical Mythology*

Colloquium: Ancient and Modern Paganisms

Colloquium: Gender and Sexuality in Antiquity*

English Words from Classical Elements (developed online version)

Greek Literature in Translation (writing intensive requirement)*

Latin Literature in Translation (writing intensive requirement)*

The Greek Achievement (Core Requirement)

The Roman Achievement (Core Requirement)

Other

Research and Writing* (developed online version)

PhD activity (last 5 years)
November 2018: Lucinda Schulz, Finding the female in ancient Greek landscapes. Macquarie University, Australia.

March 2018: Elizabeth Melick, English, Four Medieval English Roland Romances, Reader.

November 2017: McDonald, Sara, English, Working women’s life writing and authorial competency, Grad Faculty Rep.

October 2017: Stern, Sarit, Johns Hopkins University, Classics Department, The unequal twins: Artemis and Apollo in Athenian drama and iconography. External reader. 

Master’s activity (last 5 years)
November 2019: Cody Goetting, Latin, The voices of women in Latin elegy. Director.

November 2018: Amanda Whitacre, Latin, Disability and ability in accounts of the Emperor Claudius. Director.
May 2017: Colby Clark, Philosophy, The role of intermediacy: Plato’s Republic Book VI. Outside reader.

May 2017: Brandon Conley, Latin, An ordinary feature of sub-elite and spoken Latin: The geographical distribution and prevalence of the omission of accusative final \-m\ c.100 BCE-200 CE. Director.
March 2016: Kenton Butcher, English, Ralph Ellison’s mythical method in Invisible Man. Committee member.
April 2015: Gregory Henniger case study in German. Second Reader.

April 2014: Heather Moser, Latin, Silencing the revelry: An examination of the moral panic in 186 BCE and the political implications accompanying the persecution of the Bacchic cult in the Roman Republic. Director.

March 2014: Matthew Veneklase, Philosophy, Perfect and imperfect character in Plato and Derrida: A distinction with respect to “Universals,” and its relevance for feminist thought. Committee member.

Honors Theses (last 5 years)

April 2017: Bobbie Szabo, Love is a cunning weaver: Myths, sexuality and the modern world. Director.
CITIZENSHIP 

Referee (last 5 years)
Princeton University Press (2020)

Fulbright Commission grant evaluator (2020)

Amsterdam University Press (2018)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (2017)

Journal of Hellenic Studies (2017)

National Endowment for the Humanities, Research Fellowships for the American School of Classical Studies in Athens. Panelist (2017)

Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses (2017)

Oxford University Press (June 2016)

Religious Studies Review (regular reviewer)

Routledge (regular reviewer; most recently Nov. 2019)

Choice (regular reviewer)

Community Lectures and Presentations (invited)
February 2020. The Cognitive Science of Religion. Kent State University public lecture.
February 2019. Big Gods, Greek Gods, and Moral Supervision. The Rowfant Club, Cleveland.

February 2015. Discovering Greek Papyri: The Green Scholars Initiative. The Rowfant Club, Cleveland.

Professional organization service
Society for Classical Studies Professional Ethics Committee 2018-19

CAMWS First Book Award Committee, 2014-2016; (Committee chair, 2017-19).

External reviewer
Florida State University, promotion to Professor, June 2016

University of Massachusetts at Amherst, promotion to Professor, Aug 2015
College of William and Mary, promotion to Professor, Aug 2014
National and State level
Ohio Department of Education Foreign Language Outcomes Faculty Panel, 2013
AAUP National Council Representative for Ohio, 2009-11

College and University level 
Provost's Promotion Advisory Board, 2017

AAUP-KSU Chapter President, 2015-2018
Center for Comparative and Integrative studies program committee 2014-2015
Religion Studies program committee 2013-2016
President’s Commission on Paid Parental Leave, member, Spring 2013

AAUP-KSU First Vice President, 2012-2015
University Tenure Track Negotiations, Administration team member, 2011-2012
Office of International Affairs Advisory Board, Spring 2010-2011
Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance working group, Spring 2010

Faculty Senate Professional Standards Committee, 2008-2009
AAUP-KSU Negotiations Team, 2008-2009
AAUP-KSU Grievance Chair, 2004-2007
AAUP-KSU Council Representative, 2000-2005
Department level 

Chairperson, MCLS, May 2009-June 2012
Graduate Advisor, Latin MA Program, 2004-present
Chair, ad hoc Merit Pay Subcommittee, 2008, 2018
Chair, Faculty Mentoring Committee, 2007-2008

Faculty Advisory Committee, multiple years
Curriculum Committee, multiple years

Professional memberships

Society for Classical Studies 
Women’s Classical Caucus of the SCS
Classical Association of the Midwest and South

Society for Ancient Mediterranean Religions

International Association for the Cognitive Science of Religion

Community Service
Board President, Portage Animal Protective League (2018-)

Board Secretary, Portage Animal Protective League (2015-2016)

Board Member, Portage Animal Protective League (Jan 2014-present)

Kent State United Way Steering Committee 2014 Campaign

