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Education
PhD. University of California, Berkeley, History, May 2004.

M.A. University of California, Berkeley, History, December 1999.

A.B.  University of California, Berkeley, History with High Honors (Summa Cum Laude), minor in Geography, and membership in Phi Beta Kappa, May 1997.

Academic Employment
Kent State University

Chairperson, Department of History, January 2019-present.

Associate Professor, Department of History, August 2011-present

Assistant Professor, Department of History, August 2006-August 2011
Civil War History
Associate Editor, April 2010-January 2016
University of California, Berkeley

Lecturer, Department of History, August 2004-August 2006
Publications
American Pogrom: Anti-Chinese Violence and the Challenges of the Long Reconstruction (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press)—under contract.

“Violence during the Reconstruction Era,” co-authored with Elaine Frantz Parsons in The Oxford Handbook of Reconstruction, ed. Andrew Slapp (New York: Oxford University Press)—forthcoming Fall 2025.

“Race and Region in Post-Civil War U.S. Army Recruiting” in Race, Gender, and War in American History, eds., Lesley J. Gordon and Andrew Huebner (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2024): 73-87.
“Connecting the Nation: The U.S. Army and the American West in the Study of the Civil War Era,” Muster Blog, The Journal of the Civil War Era, June 30, 2022: https://www.journalofthecivilwarera.org/2022/06/connecting-the-nation-the-u-s-army-and-the-american-west-in-the-study-of-the-civil-war-era-image/
Kevin Adams
“War in the West” in The Cambridge History of the American Civil War, ed. Aaron Sheehan-Dean (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2019), 1: 554-75.
“Can President Trump legally send troops to the border?  It’s complicated.”  “Made by History” Op-Ed, Washington Post, April 16, 2018: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/made-by-history/wp/2018/04/17/can-president-trump-legally-send-troops-to-the-border-its-complicated/?utm_term=.341e08b94264
Democracy and the Civil War: Race and African Americans in the Nineteenth Century.  Co-editor with Leonne M. Hudson.  (Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2016).  

“Army of Democracy?: Moving towards a New History of Posse Comitatus in Democracy and the Civil War: Race and African Americans in the Nineteenth Century  (Fall 2016). 
“Presidential Reconstruction” in Interpreting American History: Reconstruction, ed. John David Smith, (Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2016), 46-68

“Semper Fidelis: A Historian’s Reflection,” Ceramics: Art and Perception, no. 93 (2013): 28-32.

“‘Washington is a Long Way Off’: The Round Valley War and the Limits of Federal Power on a California Indian Reservation,” Pacific Historical Review 80, no. 4 (2011): 557-96.
Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military Life in the West, 1870-1890  (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2009)
“Soldiers in the American West,” in Making of the American West: People and Perspectives, Perspectives on American Social History, Benjamin Heber Johnson ed., Santa Barbara: ABC-Clio, 2007, pp. 93-116.

Courses Taught
Lecture Courses:

History of the United States, 1607-1865

History of the United States 1865-present
The Civil War and Reconstruction
War and Society in the United States, 1607-1865
War and Society in the United States, 1865-present
Kevin Adams
The Repeopling of America, 1607-present/Migrations to America, 1607-present/American Immigration History, 1607-present
The Historian’s Craft
Undergraduate and Graduate Readings Seminars: 

Major Readings in American History from the Civil War to the Present

Gilded Age America
Nineteenth Century America
The Lens of War: American History through the Study of the Military
American Military Frontiers

Native Wests

Historiography
Senior Thesis and Graduate Research Seminars:

 Gilded Age America
 The Nineteenth-Century West
 The Twentieth-Century West
 America to 1900
The Senior Seminar in History
Conference Papers/Professional Presentations/Panels
Moderator, “Black U.S. Soldiers, Union Widows, Impressed Laborers, and Military Policy during the Civil War Era,” round table discussion held at the Society for Military History annual meeting, Mobile, Alabama, March 2025.

Chair & Commentator, “Native Lands, Dispossession, and the Construction of Settler States,” session held at the Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, Boston, Massachusetts, April 2022

“Connecting the Nation: The U.S. Army in the Post-Civil War Era,” session held at the Western History Association Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon, October 2021

Commentator, “Service and Servitude: Army Policy and the Many Faces of the Civilizing Mission,” session held at the Society for Military History Annual Meeting, Norfolk, Virginia, May, 2021
Chair, “Citizenship Made at the Margins: Law, Race, and the State in the South and West in the Era of the Civil War,” panel held at the annual meeting of the British Association of Nineteenth-Century American Historians (BrANCH), Edinburgh, United Kingdom, October 2019

“Rethinking the Army and Reconstruction,” presented at the Organization of American Historians annual meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April, 2019
Kevin Adams
 “‘The Best Black Men in the Country’: Race and Region in Postwar U.S. Army Recruiting,” an invited talk given at the Race, Gender, and War symposium held at the University of Alabama, March, 2019

Chair, “Revisiting The Frontiers of Historical Imagination,” panel held at the annual meeting of the Western History Association annual meeting, San Antonio, Texas, October 2018
“The Unmartial South: Postwar U.S. Army Recruiting in the States of the Former Confederacy,” presented at the Society of Civil War Historians bi-annual meeting, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 2018

“The Power of the Purse, or, the U.S. Army and the Fiscal Crisis of the 1880s,” presented at the Western History Association annual meeting, San Diego, California, November, 2017

“Thomas William Sweeny’s Reconstructions,” presented at the Dale Center for the Study of War and Society’s Waging Peace Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana, September, 2016.

“‘It was not intended’: Federal Enforcement of Civil Rights for Chinese Immigrants in the Puget Sound, 1885-1886,” presented at the Society of Civil War Historians bi-annual meeting, Chattanooga, Tennessee, June, 2016.

“Strange Defeat: The U.S. Army and State Power during the Gilded Age,” presented at the Society for Military History annual meeting, Montgomery, Alabama, April 2015.

“‘An unseen, irresponsible power’: The U.S. Army, the Anti-Chinese Riots in Seattle, and the Contours of Gilded Age State Power,” invited talk given at the University of Montana, February 20, 2014.  

“‘The failure was signal’: The U.S. Army and the anti-Chinese Riots in Seattle,” presented at the Western History Association annual meeting, Tucson, Arizona, October 2013
Commentator, “Guerillas, Prisons, and Presidential Reforms: New Perspectives on Race and the American Civil War,” session held at the Society for Military History Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana, March, 2013

Co-Organizer, 13th Annual Symposium on Democracy, “Democracy and the American Civil War,” hosted by Kent State University, April, 2012.

Chair and Commentator, “Buckeyes Go to War,” session held at the Ohio Goes to War Conference, Cleveland State University, September 10, 2011
Kevin Adams
“Why Class and the Race in the Frontier Army should matter to historians—and to you”: presented at the South Dakota Humanities Council’s “Festival of the Book,” Deadwood, South Dakota, October 3, 2009.
Chair and Commentator, “War and Society in the United States,” session held at the Ohio Academy of History Annual Meeting, Columbus, OH, March 2007.

“Soldiers, Servants, or Slaves?: Enlisted Men and Work in the Frontier Army, 1865-1890”: presented at the Organization of American Historians annual meeting, Washington D.C., April, 2006.

“Nineteenth-Century California as Military Frontier”: presented at “The Bancroft Library at 100” Centennial Celebration, Berkeley, California, February 2006.

Guest Lecturer, “The Overland Trail.” Presented August 9, 2005 to the Sacramento City Unified School District’s 5th grade teachers under the auspices of a Teaching American History Grant, Sacramento, California.

Guest Lecturer, “Abraham Lincoln, America’s Racial Dilemma, and the Power of Politics.” Presented July 1, 2005 to the Oakland Unified School 
District’s 5th, 8th, and 11th grade U.S. History teachers under the auspices of a Teaching American History Grant, Berkeley, California.

 ““Pat has a small chance of showing his blood out in the wilderness”: Class and 
Ethnicity in the Ideas and Institutions of the Frontier Army, 1865-1890”: 
presented at the Western History Association annual meeting, Las Vegas, Nevada, October 2004.

 “The Ethnic Divide in the Frontier Army: Fact or Fiction?”:  presented at the Society of Military History’s annual conference, Madison, Wisconsin, April 2002.
Guest Lecturer, “The Overland Trail and Gold Rush California.” History 122AC: Antebellum America, Department of History, University of California, Berkeley, April 2000. 
“‘Common People with whom I shall have no relation’: Class and Leisure Culture within the Frontier Army”: presented at Southern California Graduate Student Conference, University of California, Riverside, May 1999.

Panelist, “Neighbors: The Historical Relationships of Canada, Mexico, and the United States,” a symposium hosted by the Department of History and the Canadians Studies Program, University of California, Berkeley, November 1998.

Kevin Adams
Book Reviews

Review of Jay H. Buckley and Jeffrey D. Nokes, Great Plains Forts in South Dakota History vol 55, no. 2 (2025): 168-69.
Review of Laurie A. Wilkie, Unburied Lives: The Historical Archaeology of Buffalo Soldiers at Fort Davis, Texas, 1869-1875 in The American Historical Review vol 129, no. 1 (2024): 309-310.
Review of Brian Matthew Jordan and Evan C. Rothera, eds., The War Went On: Reconsidering the Lives of Civil War Veterans in The Journal of the Civil War Era vol 11, no. 2 (2021): 302-304. 

Review of Jerome A. Greene, January Moon: The Northern Cheyenne Breakout from Fort Robinson in South Dakota History vol 51, no. 1 (2021): 77-78.
Review of Peter S. Carmichael, The War for the Common Soldier: How Men Thought, Fought, and Survived in the Civil War Armies in The Journal of American History vol. 107, no. 1 (2020): 206-207.

Review of R. Eli Paul, ed., Sign Talker: Hugh Lenox Scott Remembers Indian Country in the New Mexico Historical Review vol 93, no. 1 (2018): 113-15.

Review of Richard White, The Republic for Which It Stands: The United States during Reconstruction and the Gilded Age in Civil War Book Review, Winter 2018: 
http://www.cwbr.com/index.php?q=6617&field=ID&browse=yes&record=full&searching=yes&Submit=Search
Review of Bruce A. Castleman, Knickerbocker Commodore: The Life and Times of John Drake Sloate, 1781-1867 in the Western Historical Quarterly vol 46, no. 2 (2017): 209.
Review of Hazel Hutchinson, The War That Used Up Words: American Writers and the First World War in The Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era vol. 15, no. 3 (2016): 367-68.
Review of Susan Gilbreath Lane, ed., Dignity of Duty: The Journals of Erasmus Corwin Gilbreath, 1861-1898 in The Journal of Military History vol. 80, no. 2 (2016): 551-52.
Review of Ethan Rafuse, ed., Corps Commanders in Blue: Union Major Generals in the Civil War in The Journal of Military History vol. 80, no. 1 (2016): 240-41.
Review of Earl Hess, The Civil War in the West: Victory and Defeat from the Appalachians to the Mississippi in Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains vol. 39, no. 1 (2016): 69.
Review of Greg Downs, After Appomattox: Military Occupation and the Ends of War in Journal of the Civil War Era vol. 6, no. 1 (2016): 124-27.
Kevin Adams
Review of Stacey Smith, Freedom’s Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction, in Western Legal History: The Journal of the Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society vol. 26, nos. 1 & 2 (2014): 190-92.
Review of Samuel Watson, Jackson’s Sword: The Army Officer Corps on the American Frontier, 1810-1821 and Peacekeepers & Conquerors: The Army Officer Corps on the American Frontier, 1821-1846 in The Journal of Southern History vol. 80, no. 3 (2014): 699-702.

Review of C. Joseph Genetin-Pilawa, Crooked Paths to Allotment: The Fight over Indian Policy after the Civil War in The Pacific Historical Review, vol. 83, no. 1 (2014): 147-49.
Review of Bradley Clampitt, The Confederate Heartland: Military and Civilian Morale in the Western Confederacy in The Journal of American History, vol. 99, no. 3 (2012): 933-34.
Review of Mark van de Logt, War Party in Blue: Pawnee Scouts in the U.S. Army in The Great Plains Quarterly, vol. 31, no. 4 (2011): 335-36.
Review of Steven Woodworth, This Great Struggle: America’s Civil War in Civil War Book Review, Fall 2011: 
http://www.cwbr.com/index.php?q=4955&field=ID&browse=yes&record=full&searching=yes&Submit=Search
Review of Gary Gallagher, The Union War in The Wilson Quarterly, vol. 35, no. 3 (2011): 101-102.
Review of Elizabeth D. Leonard, Men of Color to Arms! Black Soldiers, Indian Wars, and the Quest for Equality in American Historical Review, vol. 116, no. 3 (2011): 814-15.

Review of Christine Dee, ed., Ohio’s War: The Civil War in Documents in Northwest Ohio History, vol. 76, no. 1 (2008): 44-46.

Review of Lois J. Lambert, Ninety-First Ohio Volunteer Infantry: With the Civil War Letters of Lt. Col. Benjamin Franklin Coates and an Annotated Roster of the Men of Company C in Ohio Valley History, vol. 7, no. 1 (2007): 74-75.

Awards
James Madison Prize (Best Article on the History of the Federal Government) for “‘Washington is a Long Way Off,’” awarded by the Society for History in the Federal Government, March 2012

Nominee, Distinguished Teaching Award, Kent State University (2012)

Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award, University of California, Berkeley, Spring 2001
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Fellowships and Grants:

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend, Summer 2018

Kent State University Semester-Long Research Leave, Spring 2013, Fall 2018.

Kent State University Under $500 Travel Grant, Spring 2008, Fall 2010

Kent State University Over $500 Travel Grant, Fall 2008

U.C. Berkeley Department of History—Grants awarded: Fall 1999, Spring 2001, Fall 2001; Departmental fellowships awarded: Spring 2002, Spring 2004 

U.C. Berkeley Normative Time Block Grant, Fall 2002

Matthew Ridgeway Summer Research Grant, U.S. Army Military History Institute, Summer 2002
Summer Mellon Research Grant, Summer 1999
Work as Referee

Kent State University Press

Bedford/St. Martin’s
Oxford University Press
University of Akron Press

University Press of Kansas

University of Nebraska Press

Wadsworth/Cengage Learning
W.W. Norton

Routledge
Yale University Press

Journal of American History

Western Historical Quarterly
The Journal of Military History
Montana: The Magazine of Western History
Service
National Endowment for the Humanities

Reviewer, Fellowships Program

Society of Civil War Historians

Chair, Anne Bailey Dissertation Prize Committee (Term extending from June 2022 through June of 2024)
Organization of American Historians

Chair, Richard Leopold Prize Committee (Term extending from May 1, 2012 to April 30, 2014)

Kent State University

Chair, Department of History, January 2019-July 2024
Kevin Adams
College DEI Committee, Spring 2024

Culture and Climate Sub-Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Spring 2021
Chair, External Chairperson Search Committee, Fall 2015-Spring 2016

Chair, Aims and Future Development Committee, August 2011-August 2012
Chair, Curriculum Committee, August 2007-August 2009
Curriculum Committee, August 2009-August 2012; August 2013 to May 2015.
Undergraduate Program Committee, August 2006-August 2009, January 2014 to May,  2014.
Graduate Coordinator, August 2016 to August 2018
Graduate Program Committee, August 2009-January 2013; August 2024-January 2026
Faculty Advisory Committee, August 2007-August 2009; August 2010-August 2011, August 2015-August 2016
Departmental Representative College Advisory Committee, August 2015-August 2016.

Ad Hoc Handbook Revision Committee, 2008
Ad Hoc Department Operating Manual Committee, Fall 2009, Fall 2014-May 2016.
Coordinator, Preparing Future History Faculty, August 2007-May 2011, August 2016-August 2018.
History of Science in Modern Europe Search Committee, 2008-9

Nineteenth-Century U.S. Search Committee, KSU-Stark, 2009-2010
University Research Council, Research and Graduate Studies Screening Committee, 2006, 2007, 2014
University Committee, FYCCI (First Year College of Communication and Information Project), 2009-2010
University Fellowship Evaluation Committee, 2014
Ad Hoc Committee on Junior Faculty Mentoring, College of Arts & Sciences, 2011.
Ad Hoc Committee, Review of Chair Ken Bindas, AY 2010-2011.
Graduate Advising

Masters Theses Directed
Jordan Redinger, Kent State University, 2022: “Freedom through Captivity: Women’s Use of Indian Captivity Narratives as a Gateway to Independence, 1865-1920.”

Mauren Schindler, Kent State University, 2018: “Dismantling the Dichotomy of Cowardice and Courage in the American Civil War.”
Cyrus Moore, Kent State University, 2015: “The Ohio National Guard Before the Militia Act of 1903.”

Michele Curran, Kent State University, 2011: “Torn Identity: Workingwomen and Their Struggle between Gender and Class, 1932-1950.”

Adam Hodge, Kent State University, 2009: “Vectors of Colonialism: The Smallpox Epidemic of 1780-82 and Northern Great Plains Indian Life.”
Kevin Adams
Robert Sidwell, Kent State University, 2009: “Maintaining Order in the Midst of Chaos: Robert E. Lee’s Usage of His Personal Staff.”
Nichole George, Kent State University, 2008: “The Massacre and Memorial of March 5, 1770: Collective Memory, Patriotic Oratory, and the Creation of an American Holiday.”
Masters Thesis Committees

Busola Sobola, 2025

Joe Gaffney, 2025
Abby Cramer, 2023

James Griffin, 2021

Jennifer Hivick, 2020

Eli Bosler, Kent State University, 2018

Joseph Stewart, Kent State University, 2017.

Jim Williams, Kent State University, 2016.

Philip Shackelford, Kent State University, 2016.
Nick Staudacher, Kent State University, 2016.

Colin Greinig, Kent State University, 2015.

Patrick Troester, University of Akron, 2014.

Edward Koltonski, Kent State University, 2013.

Stephanie Bingham, Kent State University, 2012.

Jim Marunich, Kent State University (Philosophy), 2011.

Jason Csehi, Kent State University, 2009.

William Wurl, Kent State University, 2009.

Andrew Tremel, Kent State University, 2008.

Jeff Spangler, Kent State University (General Studies), 2007.                                                                      

Dissertations Directed

David Demaree, Kent State University, 2018: “Consuming Lincoln: Abraham Lincoln’s Western Manhood in the Urban Northeast, 1848-1861”
Jeff O’Leary, Kent State University, 2015: “Manufacturing Reality: The Display of the Irish at World’s Fairs and Exhibitions, 1893-1965”
John Walker, Kent State University, 2009 (co-director): "Bracketing the Enemy: Forward Observers And Combined Arms Effectiveness during the Second World War"
Doctoral Dissertation Committees
Emily Fletcher Fein, Kent State University 2025 (School of Education)
Kevin Adams
Yunhe Wu, Kent State University, 2024

Michael Palmieri, Kent State University (Political Science—Graduate Faculty Representative), 2024

Nick Mays, Kent State University, 2021
Emily Hager Kasecamp, Kent State University, 2019

Rob Faith, University of Akron, 2018

Michele Curran Cornell, Kent State University, 2018

Angela Riotto, University of Akron, 2018

Robert Sidwell, Kent State University, 2018

Daniel Griesmer, University of Akron, 2015

Matthew Brundage, Kent State University, 2015
Heidi Stoffer, Kent State University (English—Graduate Faculty Representative), 2015

Lucius Wedge, University of Akron, 2013
Brenda Faverty, Kent State University, 2011
Peter Manos, University of Akron, 2011

Barbara Wittman, University of Akron, 2007
PhD Comprehensive Exams

Flint Tyler-Wolfe (2021)

Dante Basista (2021)

Yunhe Wu (2021)

Matt Vajda (2019)

Christian Lengyel (2018)

Wes Toth (2016)
Dan Farrell (2016)
Rob Faith [University of Akron] (2015)

Jason Carruthers (2014)

David Demaree (2014)
Emily Hager Kasecamp (2013)

Jeff O’Leary (2011)

Robert Sidwell (2011)

Leon Perkowski (2010)

Gregory Jones (2009)
Miriam Kahn (2009)

Timothy Wintour (2009)
Jennifer Huck (2009)

Tom Weyant (2008)

Bryan Kvet (2008)
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Individual Investigations

Fall 2025: Hannah Kornblut and Anthony Zacchino

Fall 2017: Christian Lengyel

Fall 2012: Emily Hager Kasecamp

Spring 2010: Edward Koltonski and Heidi Summerlin

Fall 2009: Leon Perkowski

Fall 2008: Timothy Wintour                                                                                                          
Fall 2007: Bryan Kvet

Summer 2007: Lisa Vargas (Liberal Studies) 





Professional Affiliations:

Member, American Historical Association, Western History Association, Organization of American Historians, Society for Military History, Society for the History of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, Society of Civil War Historians
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