
David A. Kessler, Ph.D. 

 1638 South Lincoln 

 Kent, OH 44240-4204 

 

 

Home Phone:   (330)677-1168; Fax: (330)677-1368 

Office Phone: (330)672-0316; Fax: (330)672-4724 

Sociology Office Phone: (330)672-2562; Fax 330-672-4724 

E-mail: dkessler@kent.edu 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Ph.D., Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, 1989; 

Dissertation titled "Improving Policing:  The Impact of Neighborhood-Oriented Policing on 

Officers' Attitudes Toward the Public" 

 

M.A., Political Science, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 1977; with honors 

 

B.A., Political Science, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 1972 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

Recipient of Graduate Applause Award October 31, 2008.  

 

Nominated for Arts & Sciences Distinguished Teacher Award 2000-2001. 

 

National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) 

award for outstanding service to the community, Birmingham, Alabama 1992. 

 

Commendation from Chief Lee P. Brown, Houston (Texas) Police 

Department for Work Demands Analysis study, 1986. 

 

Commendation from Chief Lee P. Brown, Houston (Texas) Police 

Department for Managing Calls for Service under the Computer Aided Dispatch System study, 1986. 

 

Letter of commendation from Chief Lee P. Brown, Houston (Texas) 

Police Department for Speed Control study, 1983. 

 

NIMH Predoctoral Fellowship, 1980-1981. 

 

Member, National Political Science Honor Society (Phi Sigma 

Alpha). 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

8/20/2018 Revised On-Line Justice Administration. 

 

8/20/2017-8/0/2018 

Taught: 

 Graduate Courses-On-line:  

Justice Institutions (Fall 2017, Spring 2018, Summer 2018, Fall 2018) 

Justice Administration (Spring 2018) 

Contemporary Policing (Fall 2017, Summer 2018) 

  Issues in Policing (Summer 2018) 

 

 Undergraduate Courses: 

  Internship (Fall 2017, Spring 2018, Summer 2018) 

 

 

8/20/2011 to present Merged Department of Justice Studies with Sociology. 

 

 

 

Graduate Courses: 

 

Developed courses for On-Line Graduate Program: 

 Justice Institutions 

 Contemporary Policing 

 Issues in Policing 

 

 

Teach courses in criminal justice, conduct research, and participate in University service 

and administration. 

 

Undergraduate Courses: 

  

 Introduction to Criminal Justice Studies 

 Introduction to Data Analysis 

 Police & Community 

 Intern Coordinator 

 

 

8/20/01- Present Associate Professor, Department of Justice Studies; Kent State 

University; Kent, OH 44240 with Tenure. 
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Graduate Courses: 

 

 Research Methods in Justice Studies I 

 Research Methods in Justice Studies II 

 Justice Administration 

 Contemporary Policing 

 Intern Coordinator 

 

Teach courses in criminal justice, conduct research, and participate in University service 

and administration. 

 

Undergraduate Courses: 

  

 Introduction to Criminal Justice Administration 

 Introduction to Criminal Justice Research Methods 

 Police-Community Relations 

 Introduction to Justice Studies 

 Intern Coordinator 

 

8/20/95-8/20/01 Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice Studies; Kent State 

University; Kent, OH 44240. 

 

Graduate Courses: 

 

 Research Methods in Justice Studies I 

 Research Methods in Jsutice Studies II 

 Justice Administration 

 Contemporary Policing 

 

 

Teach courses in criminal justice, conduct research, and participate in University service 

and administration. 

 

Undergraduate Courses: 

  

 Introduction to Criminal Justice Administration 

 Introduction to Criminal Justice Research Methods 

 Police-Community Relations 

 

Graduate Courses: 

 

 Introduction to Research Design 

 Introduction to Statistics 

 Criminal Justice Administration 
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 Contemporary Policing 

 

Other University Service 

 

9/08 – 9/09 

  

 Faculty Senate Representative for College of Arts & Sciences 

Council Representative of the Kent State Chapter of the American Association of

 University Professors for the Department of Justice Studies. 

Computer Lab Liaison between Justice Studies and Academic Computer 

 Alumni Liaison with David Hussey 

 Faculty Observer  

 

9/07 – 9/08  

 

 Alumni Liaison with David Hussey 

 Faculty Advisory Committee 

 Graduate Committee 

 Faculty Senate Budget Committee 

 

9/04 – 9/05  

 

  Graduate Coordinator—advises graduate students and develops graduate 

program 

  College Advisory Committee—advises Dean of College on Promotion & Tenure 

 Faculty Advisory Committee—advises Department Chair on department issues 

University Public Safety Advisory Committee 

Council Representative of the Kent State Chapter of the American Association of 

University Professors for the Department of Justice Studies. 

Computer Lab Liaison between Justice Studies and Academic Computer 

  Faculty Marshall—Monitors campus demonstrations for Faculty Senate 

 Judge for student presentations for Graduate Student Senate outstanding student 

paper awards. 4/11/05 

 

9/03 – 9/04 

 

  Graduate Coordinator 

 University Public Safety Advisory Committee 

Democracy Symposium Planning Committee 

Council Representative of the Kent State Chapter of the American Association of 

University Professors for the Department of Justice Studies. 

  Faculty Marshall 

 

9/02 – 9/03 
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  Graduate Coordinator 

College Advisory Committee  

 Faculty Advisory Committee 

University Public Safety Advisory Committee—advises University Public Safety 

 Director 

 Liaison with Alumni Association 

Council Representative of the Kent State Chapter of the American Association of 

 University Professors for the Department of Justice Studies. 

  Faculty Marshall 

 

9/01 – 9/02: 

 

  Graduate Coordinator 

  Liaison with Political Science Graduate Committee 

  Administration of Senior Outcome Assessment Examination 

  Computer Lab Liaison between Justice Studies and Academic Computer 

 University Public Safety Advisory Committee 

Council Representative of the Kent State Chapter of the American Association of 

University Professors for the Department of Justice Studies. 

  Faculty Marshall 

 

 9/00 – 9/01: 

 

  Graduate Coordinator 

  Liaison with Political Science Graduate Committee 

College Advisory Committee  

 Faculty Advisory Committee 

  University Police Advisory Committee Alternate 

  Administration of Senior Outcome Assessment Examination 

  Computer Lab Liaison between Justice Studies and Academic Computer 

Council Representative of the Kent State Chapter of the American Association of 

University Professors for the Department of Justice Studies. 

 

9/99 – 9/00:  

 

University Graduate Council 

Reviewer for Research and Graduate Studies Summer Research Grants 

Discovery Day—provide program materials to high school students who are 

interested in attending Kent State University and majoring in Justice Studies. 

PASS (Placement, Advising, and Scheduling System) program presentation to 

incoming freshman and their parents for College of Arts and Sciences. 

Administration of Senior Outcome Assessment Examination and Survey 

  Computer Lab Liaison between Justice Studies and Academic Computing 
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9/97-present:   

 

Graduate Coordinator 

Graduate Studies Committee 

Member Arts & Sciences Graduate Council 

Wrote Proposal for Ph.D. focus on Criminal Justice through the Political 

Science Department to be initiated in the Fall 2000 semester.  Currently 

have recruited 9 applicants for the Fall 2000 class.   

 

9/96-9/98:   

 

Faculty Advisory Committee 

  Served on Grievance Committee. 

Education Curricula Committee.  Wrote Proposal for Departmental Courses to 

meet Diversity Requirement. 

 

10/96-present:   

 

Computer Lab Liaison--Wrote proposal for 40 station computer lab for 

instruction for the Justice Studies department.  The proposal was accepted and 

the construction of the lab has been completed.  Currently serve as liaison for 

scheduling the computer lab for classroom use.   

 

Developed Senior Examination to meet the University requirement for the 

Outcomes Assessment.  Administer the examination to graduating seniors each 

semester.   

 

Discovery Day—provide program materials to high school students who are 

interested in attending Kent State University and majoring in Justice Studies. 

 

Internship Coordinator--Identify agencies for possible internships for students.  

Council students on appropriate agencies to apply for internships.  Make phone 

calls and site visits and evaluate student papers, journals, and supervisor’s 

evaluation for grade.  

 

10/94-present Independent Contract Research 

 

 A Study for the Conversion of the Portage County Nursing Home to a Justice 

Facility; Portage County, Ohio; 4/2002. 

 

 9/95-4/96:  Wrote two proposals with Peter Kratcoski and received funding for two 

consulting contracts to analyze the effects of changes in state laws on county criminal 

justice systems, including Portage and Erie counties. 
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 6/19/95-7/14/95:  Police Foundation, Washington, D.C., proposal development 

 

 1/95:  Institute for Law and Justice, Alexandria, Virginia, worked on proposal 

 

 6/1/95-6/12/95:   Community Policing Consortium, Washington, D.C., curriculum 

development  

 

 10/94-present:  Special employee, Development Associates, Inc., Alexandria, Virginia, 

wrote proposal to National Institute of Justice on Community Policing and 

Performance Measurement and tasks on training for proposal to OJJDP to assist 

states with implementation of the JJDP Act.  

 

 

8/93-9/94 Director of Research, Justice Research and Statistics Association.   

Direct and coordinate the association's research activities, including program 

development and coordination; writing of research proposals for competitive grants, 

contracts and cooperative agreements; technical assistance; liaison with research and 

criminal justice professionals; assistance to executive director; development and 

presentation of training seminars for the association's Computer Center; proposal on The 

Study of Convenience Store Crime in Five States funded by NIJ for $104,010. 

 

9/90-7/93 Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Alabama 

 at Birmingham  

 

Wrote two grant proposals to NIJ on community policing and co-authored a third 

proposal with Bob Crew of Florida State University on Police Pursuit Driving. 

 

Undergraduate Courses: 

  

 Introduction to Criminal Justice 

 Introduction to Criminal Justice Administration 

 Introduction to Criminal Justice Research Methods 

 Police Administration 

 Police-Community Relations 

 

Graduate Courses: 

 

 Introduction to Research Design 

 Introduction to Statistics 

 

6/89-8/89 Lecturer, Department of Political Science, University of Houston-University Park 

 

Taught Quantitative Analysis and Research Methods II during the second semester of a 
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two-semester course for the Executive MPA program; topics included assumptions of 

regression and violations, nonlinearity, recursive and nonrecursive systems, time series, 

measurement error, and limited dependent variable models. 

 

6/83-8/90 Manager, Operations Analysis Section, Office of Planning and Research, 

 Houston Police Department 

 

Managed staff of two civilian statisticians, one police officer and one police sergeant; 

staff also included clerical personnel of up to six persons through special job-training 

and employment programs; conducted studies involving statistical and operations 

research methods for the department.  See Agency Reports for a list of projects 

completed. 

 

8/80-5/82 Teaching Assistant, Indiana University Part-Time 

 

Assisted Professor Ron Oakerson with course titled “Political Theory and Policy 

Analysis.” 

  

Assisted Professor Ron Oakerson with course titled “Topics in Public School Violence.” 

 

Assisted Judith Gillespie with and taught independent discussion section for course 

titled “Introduction to American Government.” 

 

1/80-6/83 Research Assistant, Indiana University Part-Time 

 

Court-Case Processing-Time Study (8/92-6/83) 

 

Mary Luskin, Principal Investigator; National Institute of Justice grant to study variables 

contributing to delay in processing cases through the judicial system and assess the 

implications of reducing court workload. 

 

School Environmental Impact Program (1/80-8/80) 

 

Judith Gillespie, Principal Investigator; National Institute of Education project to study 

the impact of school environment on students and staff. 

 

2/75-5/79 Kansas City (Missouri) Police Department Response Time Analysis Study 

 

Bill Bieck, Principal Investigator; LEAA-funded research project at the Kansas City 

(Missouri) Police Department. 

 

1/77-5/79:  Senior Operations Analyst 

 

Responsible for internal management of the research project; supervised staff responsible 
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for data processing, analysis and writing of the research report. 

 

4/75-12/76:  Research Analyst 

 

Supervised data processing; conducted statistical analyses; drafted reports; wrote 

analysis for proposal to LEAA for extended analysis of field data. 

 

2/75-4/75:  Data Transcriber 

 

Designed procedures for work flow of data from field implementation through 

computer entry; designed data coding format for field survey instruments; suggested 

alternative wording for questions on citizen interview instruments. 

 

2/73-7/73 Research Assistant, University of Kansas 

 

Coded data and conducted statistical analysis through BIOMED computer programs 

for Dr. Alan Cigler and Dr. Russell Getter in the university's Political Science 

Department. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

 

 Appointed to Exploratory Committee to Review the Jail Overcrowding Problem 

in Portage County, On-going. 

 

 Kent Police Department Advisory Committee On-going. 

 

 Citizens to Keep Kent Strong, May 2013 to November 2013. 

 

 Houston Police Department (2006) Staffing Study. 

 
 Boardman Police Department, (2005) Racial Profiling.  

 
 Cleveland Police Department, Police Beat Design and Resource Allocation, 9/13/02.  Lt. 

Green 

 

 For Detective Steven Libby, Director, Advise on Field District Reconfiguration, Staffing 

Analysis, and Scheduling study for the Akron Police Department, Planning and Research 

Division.  Also supported the effort with student internship assignments.   

 

 For Kathleen Chandler and Sheriff Kalif, Analysis of the Potential to Implement Pay to Stay 

in Jail.   March, 2000. 

 

 Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police Research Networking Advisory Board, 1/98-4/99 
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 Montgomery County (Maryland) Criminal Justice Coordinating Commission, 6/30/94 

 

 Presentation on work-demands analysis and staff scheduling for police operations. 

 

 Birmingham Police Department Work Demands Analysis, 1992 

 

 Introduced software to conduct a work load analysis for the department; provided 

instruction on how to use the software; assisted with data analysis and preparation of 

the initial draft of the project report; presented initial results by Capt. Dennis Blass 

during a Command Staff meeting December 18, 1991; worked with the Records 

Division to develop software for hot-spot analysis; received NOBLE award on April 

24, 1992, for outstanding service to the Birmingham Police Department. 

  

 Presentation to the PEACE Committee, 6/10/91 

 

 Presented an overview of research on police operations to Birmingham Mayor 

Richard Arrington's PEACE Committee, which was established by the mayor to 

develop a crime-control plan for the city. 

 

 Juvenile Accountability Board; 1/79-6/79 

 

 Member of board that assisted juvenile offenders in making retribution for criminal 

offenses other than through the juvenile court system (jurisdiction in Overland Park, 

Kansas). 

 

 

CONSULTING 

 
 

 Portage County Probation Evaluation of SCRAM Technology for Drunk Driving Cases. 

 

 Liberty Township Police Incident Review Committee: Final Report Regarding the Death of 

 Mary Rush 10/2008. 

 
 A Study for the Conversion of the Portage County Nursing Home to a Justice Facility; 

Portage County, Ohio; 4/2002. 

 

 Erie County, Ohio, Analysis of Revisions to the Ohio Criminal Code on the Criminal Justice 

Process in Erie County; Erie County, Ohio; 2/16/96-3/25/96. 

 

 Portage County, Ohio, Analysis of Revisions to the Ohio Criminal Code on the Criminal 

Justice Process in Portage County; Portage County, Ohio; 11/1/95-2/15/96. 
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 Contract with KOBA to review NIJ contracts, proposals and reports 1994. 

 

 Workshop on Evaluation Research; Justice Research and Statistics Association; 

Washington, D.C.; 8/18-19/94 

 

 Workshop on Policy-Oriented Forecasting; Justice Research and Statistics Association; 

Washington, D.C.; 8/10-12/94 

 

 Workshop on Resource Allocation for Community- and Problem-Oriented Policing; Loyola 

University; Chicago, Illinois; 6/7-8/94  

 

 Taught the application of operations research software to resource allocation issues 

raised by community- and problem-oriented policing. 

 

 Workshop on Financial Strategies for New Policing Concepts; Williamsburg, Virginia; 

3/3/94  

 

Sponsored by the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services; issues discussed 

included doing more with the resources that one has available, securing government 

grants, private funding sources and establishing partnerships with the community.  

  

 Workshop Time Series Analysis Methods; Chicago, Illinois; 2/3/94 

 

Midwestern Regional Conference sponsored by Justice Research and Statistics 

Association and the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority; team taught 

ARIMA analysis with Carolyn Rebecca Block. 

 

 Training on Work Demands Analysis; Manitowac, Wisconsin; 2/24-25/87 

 

International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) Workshop on Progressive Patrol 

Administration. 

 

 Houston (Texas) City Legal Department; 1984 

 

Conducted statistical analysis to determine whether there was bias that affected the 

prospects of different racial groups completing police academy training; provided 

expert witness testimony in court. 

 

 Houston (Texas) Police Department Accident Division; 1983 

 

Designed analysis of variance experimental design for data collected for the division's 

Speed Control Study; received letter of commendation from Chief Lee P. Brown. 

 

 Evaluation of Emergency Medical Technicians; 3/16-17/78 
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Dr. Lee Sechrest, Principal Investigator, participated in the federally financed study to 

evaluate the performance of emergency medical technicians in Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

 Nawal Ammar, David Kessler, and Peter Kratcoski (2008) "The interaction between neighborhood's 

racial composition and officer race in community policing: A case study from the Residential Area 

Policing Program (RAPP), Cleveland, Ohio. " International Journal of Police Science and Management, 

Vol. 10 No. 3, pp. 313-325. 

 

 David Kessler and Musa Tuzuner (2009) “Implications of Community-Oriented Policing and 

Problem-Oriented Policing to Terrorism Prevention,” Chapter 8 in Musa Tuzuner, ed., 21st Century 

Intelligence Cooperation Practices, IOS Press, Amsterdam.  Forthcoming. 

 

 Theoretical Critique of the 9/11 Commission Report (2005) in Istanbul Conference on 

Democracy & Global Security, pp. 730-740. 

 

 With Marc Swatt, (2001) “Mastery Learning, Rewriting Assignments, and Student Learning 

of Criminal Justice Research Methods,” Journal of Criminal Justice Education, 12:1, Spring.   

 

 David Kessler, Nawal Ammar, and Peter Kratcoski, (2000) "Adapting Community Policing 

to Police Field Work," Journal of Community Policing, Summer.   

 

 David A. Kessler, (1999) “The Effects of Community Policing on Complaints Against 

Officers.” Journal of Quantitative Criminology, September. 

 

 David A. Kessler (1999) “An Empirical Analysis of Police Problem Solving,” Journal of 

Community Policing, Fall. 

 

 David Kessler and Diana Borella, (1997) “Taking Back Druid Hills,” Law and Policy Review, 

Vol. 19, No.1, January, pp. 95-115. 

 

 H.E. Amandus, D. Zahn, R. Friedmann, R.B. Rubach, C. Block, C. Wellford, D. Rogan, W. 

Holmes, T. Bynum, D. Hoffman, R. McManus, J. Malcan, J. Weiss, and D. Kessler (1997) 

“Convenience Store Robberies in Selected Metropolitan Areas:  Risk Factors for Employee 

Injury.”  Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 39:5, (May), pp. 442-447. 

 

 H.E. Amandus, D. Zahn, R. Friedmann, R.B. Rubach, C. Block, C. Wellford, D. Rogan, W. 

Holmes, T. Bynum, D. Hoffman, R. McManus, J. Malcan, J. Weiss, and D. Kessler (1996) 

“Convenience Store Robberies in Selected Metropolitan Areas:  Employee Injury.” Journal 

of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Volume 38, Number 7, July.  

 



 
 13 

 David A. Kessler and Sheila Duncan (1996) “The Impact of Community Policing in Four 

Houston Neighborhoods,” Evaluation Review, December.    

 

 Bob Crew, David A. Kessler and Lorie Fridell (1995) “Complying with Hot Pursuit Policy,” 

Evaluation Review, October.  

 

 Bob Crew, David A. Kessler and Lorie Fridell (1994) “Changing Hot Pursuit Policy: An 

Empirical Assessment of the Impact on Pursuit Behavior.,” Evaluation Review, December.  

 

 David A. Kessler (1993) “Integrating Calls for Service with Community- and Problem-

Oriented Policing:  A Case Study,” Crime & Delinquency, October.  

 

 David A. Kessler (1984) “One- vs. Two-Officer Cars: A Perspective From Kansas City,’ 

Journal of Criminal Justice, Winter.  

 

Served as Reviewer or Evaluator 

 

 Reviewer for Crime & Delinquency, January, 2013 

 

 Reviewer for Journal of Criminal Justice, April, 2012 

 
 Reviewer for Crime & Delinquency, October, 2009. 

 

 Reviewer for Crime & Delinquency, September, 2008. 

 

  Reviewer for Journal of Criminal Justice, March, 2007. 

 

 Reviewer for Journal of Criminal Justice, June, 2004. 

 

 Outside reviewer for promotion and tenure of Candidate, Summer 2004.  

 

 Reviewer for American Political Science Review, May, 1998. 

 

 Evaluator of Grant Proposals for Open Society Institute, March 1999, and October 1999. 

 

 Reviewer of Books for Prentice Hall, April, 1999, and September, 1999. 

 

 Reviewer of Book for Wadsworth, April, 2000. 

 

 Reviewer of Book for Wadsworth, August, 2000. 

 

Grant Funding 

 

Total Grants and Contracts=$379,428. 
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Total Kent State University Grant Funding=$307,428. 

Additional Personal Contracts=$95,000. 

 

Grants to KSU 

 

 7/15/00-7/15/02; With Edna Erez, $200,000.  The Evaluation of the Use of Electronic 

Monitoring of Batteries in Domestic Violence Cases. Subcontract from Science 

Applications International Corporation to assist them with a contract from  The National 

Institute of Justice to examine the benefits of electronic monitoring technology in 

domestic violence cases.  

 

 8\99-12\99:  Subcontract with Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police for Police/University 

Networking $5,000.00 (in Criminal Justice Department Account) for writing proposal, 

assisting in identifying researchers to participate on the Advisory Board, and service on the 

Advisory Board. 

 

 8\98-12\98:  Subcontract with Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police for Police/University 

Networking $6,428.00 (in Criminal Justice Department Account) for writing proposal, 

assisting in identifying researchers to participate on the Advisory Board, and service on the 

Advisory Board. 

 

 1/96 - 8/98:  Evaluation of Cleveland RAPP Program, City of Cleveland, $51,000, Co-

Principal Investigator with Peter Kratcoski and Nawal Ammar. 

 

 1/96 - 12/97: “Evaluation of Ohio's Minority Overrepresentation Pilot Project:  A Concept 

Paper”; Office of Criminal Justice Services, $45,000, Principal Investigator, with Peter 

Kratcoski. 

 

Additional Contracts. 

 

 Proposal to conduct Evaluation of SCRAM (electronic monitoring) technology for DUI 

cases.  (February 2012) $30,000. 

 

 With Musa Tuzuner, and Ersel Ayindi, Funding from NATO for Advanced Research 

Workshop for $35,000 Euros and matching funding from the Department of Justice 

Studies for $8,000 and $4,000 from the College of Arts & Sciences.  December 6 through 

December 8, 2007. 

 

 5//01 – 5/02 Analysis of Conversion of Nursing Home to Criminal Justice Uses for Portage 

County.   $23,000. 

 

 5/01 – 9/01 Brunswick Police Department to study repeat offenders and victims. $8,000. 

 

 11/95 – 2/96: Analysis of Senate Bill 2 (SB2) Revisions to the Ohio Criminal Code on the 
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Criminal Justice Process in Portage County; Portage County, Ohio.  $17,000.  With Peter 

Kratcoski. 

 

 1/96 – 3/96:  Analysis of Senate Bill 2 (SB2) Revisions to the Ohio Criminal Code on the 

Criminal Justice Process in Erie County; Erie County, Ohio.  $24,000.  With Peter 

Kratcoski. 

 

Other Grant Proposals 

 

 Proposal to conduct Staffing Study of the Birmingham Police Department’ $114,620.   

 

 11/15/2002: A Proposal for the Examination of Competing Theories Police Management: 

Patrol Management Plans vs. COMPSTAT. A Proposal for the PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Endowment For The Business of Government Managing for Results, $15,000. 

 

 2/15/2001 Examining Minority Trust and Confidence in the Police, with Dr. Peter Ibarra to 

the National Institute of Justice, $326,777. 

 

 3/22/2000 Wrote proposal with Dr. Peter Ibarra to Portage Metropolitan Housing 

Authority to conduct a program evaluation of the Public Housing Drug Elimination 

Program, $6,000. 

 

 4/98. Wrote proposal on “The Impact of Community-Oriented Policing on Target Areas” 

for $43,378 to Office of Criminal Justice Services, Columbus, Ohio to conduct a survey of 

the impact of Medina Police Department efforts to address crime in targeted areas. 4/98.   

 

 4/98. With Peter Kratcoski, The Impact of Senate Bill 2 to conduct a post implementation 

study of the impact of Senate Bill 2 on Portage County.  4/98 

 
 

Research Reports (Service-uncompensated) 

 

 David Kessler (2000) Jail Pay-to-Stay: A Study for Portage County. January.  Prepared for 

Kathlene Chandler, County Commissioner and Sheriff Kalif. 

 

Funded Research Reports 

 

 David Kessler (2012) A Study of Secure Remote Alcohol Monitoring (SCRAM) in Portage 

County, Ohio, January 

 

 A Study for the Conversion of the Portage County Nursing Home to a Justice Facility; 

Portage County, Ohio; 4/2002. 

 

 David Kessler, (1998) Do’s and Don’ts in Police Agency and Researcher Collaboration, in 
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Research Networking Report (1998) Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police. 

 

 Peter Kratcoski and David Kessler (1996) The Effects of SB2 on the Criminal Justice System 

in Portage County. Portage County, Ohio. 

 

 Peter Kratcoski and David Kessler (1996) The Effects of SB2 on the Criminal Justice System 

in Erie County. Erie County, Ohio. 

 
 Edna Erez and David Kessler (1996) Police Response to Domestic Violence.  Chapter 2 of 

Criminal Justice System Responses to Domestic Violence.  Report to the Office of Criminal 

Justice Services. March. 

 

 Edna Erez and David Kessler (1996) Prosecutor Responses to Domestic Violence, Chapter 3 

of Criminal Justice System Responses to Domestic Violence.  Report to the Office of 

Criminal Justice Services, March. 

 

 Judith Gillespie and David A. Kessler (1980) School Environmental Impact Program: 

Technical Report. National Institute of Education. 

 

 Board of Police Commissioners, Response Time Analysis, Kansas City (Missouri) Police 

Department, U.S. Government Printing Office: 

 

Chapter IV, “The Effects of Patrol Procedures on Response Time and Crime 

Outcomes” and Chapter IX, “Citizen Satisfaction,” Response Time Analysis, Volume 

II, Analysis, and accompanying sections of the “Executive Summary.” 

 

Chapter V, ‘Citizen Satisfaction,” Response Time Analysis, Volume III, Part II Crime.  

 

Chapter I, ‘Introduction,” Chapter II, “Response Time,” and Chapter IV, “Citizen 

Satisfaction,” Response Time Analysis, Volume IV, Noncrime Calls-for-Service.  

 

Synopsis of Response Time Analysis. 

 

The Response Time Analysis study was replicated by the Police Executive Research Forum 

(PERF) with similar results (see William Spelman and Dale K. Brown, 1982, Calling 

the Police, Washington, D.C.: Police Executive Research Forum) 

 

Agency Reports 

 
 Work Demands Analysis (1989); Houston Police Department 

 

 Proposal for a Civilian Review Board (1989); Houston Police Department 

 

 Civilian Review Board Survey of Departments (1989); Houston Police Department 
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 Lower-Westheimer and Montrose-Area Studies (1989); Houston Police Department 

 

 Analysis of Security Issues at the Texas Medical Center (1987); Houston Police Department 

 

 Work Demands Analysis (1986); Houston Police Department 

 

 Managing Calls for Service (1986); Houston Police Department 

 

 Workload Forecast (1985); Houston Police Department 

 

 Analysis of Violence in Hispanic Cantinas (1985); Houston Police Department 

 

 Beat Configuration (1985); Houston Police Department (see interview in Law Enforcement 

News, February 24, 1986; see also, citation in Roberg and Jack Kuykendall (1993) in Police 

and Society, Wadsworth Publishing Co.: Belmont, Calif., p. 317. 

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

 Evaluation of the Effects of SCRAM on Parole Violations and Recidivism, Academy of 

Criminal Justice Sciences, Toronto, Canada, March 1-5, 2011 
  

 David Kessler (2009) Community Oriented Policing and Intelligence, Academy or Criminal 

Justice Sciences, Boston, Massachusetts, April, 2009. 

 

 Gurer Cuneyt, and David Kessler, A Production Function Model of Police Staffing, 

Community Policing, and Information Technology on Police Clearances, American 

Society of Criminology.  Nashville, Tennessee, November 17-20, 2004.   

 

 David Kessler, The Impact of Human Subjects Review on the Quality of Social Science 

Research Methodology, American Society of Criminology.  Denver, Colorado, November 

19-22.  Also chaired the Roundtable on Human Subjects Review. 

 

 David Kessler, Shelley Marsh, Kristen Martinet, and Tuncay Durna,  “Community Policing 

and Its Correlation to Crime and Crime Clearance Rates,” 13th World Congress of 

Criminology, The International Society of Criminology, Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, August 10-

15, 2003, on the panel of Police Innovation.      

 

 Rausch Intermediate School Parent Group (Ravenna, Ohio), “Bullying.”  Invited 

Presentation, 2/20/01 

 

 Invited presentation to Instanbul Police Department, Instanbul, Turkey, December 23, 

 2000. 
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 Invited presentation to Turkish National Police, Ankara, Turkey, December 20-21, 2000. 

 

 American Society of Criminology (San Francisco; 11//01), “An Evaluation of a Program to 

Reduce Bullying in a Public School,” with Carol Gregory, Donna Snodgrass, and Edna 

Erez. 

 

 American Society of Criminology (Toronto, Canada; 11/17-11/19/99), “An Analysis of 

Bullying in a Public School,” with Carol Gregory and Edna Erez. 

 

 The Ohio Criminal Justice Research Conference (Columbus Ohio; 10/4/99), “Pay to Stay in 

Jail,” Panel on Corrections. 

 

 The Ohio Criminal Justice Research Conference (Columbus Ohio; 4/21/98) Invited Speaker 

Presentations. 

 

“Research Partnerships with Police Agencies,” Panel on Overview of Policing 

Research. 

 

“Issues for Future Research in Policing,” Large Panel Session on Criminal Justice 

Issues for the Next Century. 

  

 Society for Humanistic Sociology (Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; 11/8/98) 

"Cleveland RAPP Program: Officer Adaption of COP to Field Work," with Nawal 

Ammar and Peter C. Kratcoski. 

 

 American Society of Criminology (San Diego, California; 11/18-23/97), “Cleveland RAPP 

Program:  Officer Adaption of COP to Field Work,” with Nawal Ammar and Peter C. 

Kratcoski. 

 

 Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (Las Vegas, Nevada; 3/13/96), “Police Response to 

Domestic Violence,” with Edna Erez 

 

 Midwest Criminal Justice Association (Chicago, Illinois; 10/2-6/95), “Evaluation of 

Community Policing in Four Neighborhoods” 

 

 SEARCH Conference (Washington, D.C.; 8/3/94), Crime Analysis Panel:  “Patrol 

Management Plans” 

 

 State and Local Conference on Responding to Change and Meeting Future Needs; 

sponsored by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 11/3-6/93), 

"Multijurisdictional Antidrug Control Task Force Working Group" (11/4/93) 

 

 American Society of Criminology (Reno, Nevada; 11/10/89), “The Relationship of 

Neighborhood-Oriented Policing to Complaints Against Officers” 
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 Texas Southern University (Houston, Texas; 11/1/89), “The Use of Quantitative Methods in 

Police Administration” 

 

 American Society of Criminology (San Diego; 11/85), with George Antunes, ”Citizens 

Expectations and Satisfaction with Police Activity,”  

 

 Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (Las Vegas; 4/85) “Response Time and Arrest and 

Disposition of Suspects” and “Computer Simulation of Alternative Manpower Allocation 

for Neighborhood Beat Design” 

 

 Midwest Political Science Convention (Chicago; 4/82), ”Difference in Public Expenditures 

of Military and Civilian Regimes in Latin America” 

 

 Second National Workshop on Criminal Justice Evaluation (Washington, D.C.; 11/78), “The 

Effects of Response Time on Citizen Satisfaction” 

 

 Police Executive Research Forum (3/10/77), Preliminary results of the Kansas City 

(Missouri) Police Department Response Time Analysis study 

 

DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS CO-DIRECTED 

 

Completed 
 

David lIcate with Steve Brown “Innovations and Organization Change.” Defended September 2010.  

 

Mary Wilson with Mark Colvin “The unintended Consequences of Megan’s Law for Citizens, Law 

Enforcement, and Offenders: An Empirical” May 2010 
 

Giles Falinski With Mark Colvin “Deterrence Theory and the Impact of Traffic 

Enforcement on Crash Rates in Ohio” Defended May 2009 
 

Tamer Koksal with Renee Johnson “The Effect of Police Organization on Computer Crime” Defended 

June 2009 

 

Musa Tuzuner with Andrew Barnes, “The State-Level Determinants of the United States International 

Intelligence Cooperation” June 2009 

 
Serkan Altuntop with Nawal Ammar “The Determinants of Recruitment Practices of Police 

Departments-A National Level Analysis,” Defended August 2008 

 

Ali Duman with Nawal Ammar Defended June 2007 

 

Cuneyt Gurer with Nawal Ammar Defended August 2007 
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Tuncay Durna with Carol Tolbert Defended August 2005 

 

GRADUATE FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE: 

 

John Walker, History, June 2009. 

 

 Kevin Butler, Geography, Harvey Milton Director May 2008  

 

 

 
MASTERS THESES DIRECTED 

 

Masters Theses 

 
 Bulent Yilmaz, The Effect of Belief in Becoming a Member of a Terrorist Organization and 

the Implact of that Belief on the level of Violence exerted by the Terrorist Organization 

Members in Turkey, August, 2013. 

 

 Musa Tuzuner, Community Policing and Neighborhood Watch Groups, June, 2004. 

 

 David Riker, Measuring the Potential for Violence in Secondary Schools.  April 2, 2003.  

 

 Danielle Payne, Recidivism Among Intensive Supervision Probationers. April 2002. 

Nominated by Kent State University for the Midwest Association of Graduate Schools 

2003 Distinguished Thesis Award.   

 

 Cuneyt Gurer, Crime Analysis Effect on Crime and Clearances, July 2, 2002. 

 

 Tuncay Durna, The Effects of Training and Education on Police Use of Force, June 26, 2001. 

Recipient of Graduate Student Senate Thesis Award, April 5, 2002. 

 

 Mustafa Ozguler, How Should Police Managers be Trained and Evaluated Today? June 28, 

2001. 

 

 Spencer Dennis, Structural and Behavioral Influences on the Process of Female 

Criminalization: Black Female Criminal, April 1999.   

 

 Michelle Bemiller Prosecutor’s Responses to Domestic Violence, September 25, 1998 

 

 Tom Andrews, Implementation of Titles I and II of the Americans with Disabilities Act by 

Ohio County Sheriff Departments, Kent State University, Spring 1998. 

 

Graduate Research Papers Advisor 
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 Anthony Hentosh, June 2009 

 

 Leanna Polio, May 2009 

 

 Renee Williams August 2008 

 

 Serkan Altuntop 

 

 Tamer Koksal 

 

 Osman Dolu 

 

 Laura Tsai 

 

 Murat Aksoy 

 

 Serhat Demir 

 

 Kristen Benedum 

 

 Ali Duman 

 

 Bethanie Oren 

 

 Debra Butts 

 

 Mary Ann Boros 

s 

 Patricia Schneider, Prostitution Compliance Dockets and Successful Completion of 

Probation.  April 4, 2003. 

 

 Shelley Marsh, Community Policing and Its Correlation to Crime Clearance Rates, 6/27/02 

 

 Kristen Martinet, Explanations for the Crime Drop in America, 6/27/02. 

 

 Virginia Hearn, Victim Offender Mediation: Does it Reduce Recidivism in Juvenile 

Offenders, 6/24/02. 

 

 Susan Drucker, Reintegrative Shaming, 5/9/02.  

 

 Nick Trem, Victim Cooperation in Domestic Violence. 

 

 Doug Shepard, Foot Patrol in Park Ranger Service, May 7, 2001. 
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 Melissa Solomon, The Effects of Substances on the Incidence of Acquaintance Rape, July 18, 

2001. 

 

 Harry Hague, Testing Racial Bias on the Officer’s Option to Employ Force, April 20, 2001. 

 

 Tony Jones, Police Discretion, January 22, 2001. 

 

 Louis Johns, Analysis of Specialized Units and Arrests, May 8, 2000. 

 

 Danielle Brown, Policing Domestic Violence: How Police Officers in Portage County Ohio 

Responded to Domestic Violence Calls, August 6, 1999. 

 

 Scott Fedak, Call Escalation and Response Time: Does Police Response Time Impact the 

Seriousness of a Call, August 2,1999. 

 

 Patrick Neiderkoffer, Demographics and Drug Use, May 6, 1999. 

 

 Amy Bline, Minority Over-representation and Juvenile Justice, April 1999. 

 

 Christopher Brown, Non-fatal Assaults of Police: An Analysis of Officer Characteristics and 

Experience. April, 1999. 

 

 Tim Highbaugh, Police Brutality and Citizen Complaints, April 1999 

 

 Dan Stranathan, Mentally Ill in Jail, December 1998  

 

 Melissa Messana, An Analysis of Homicide in Conjunction with Another Felony, Kent 

State University, May 21, 1998. 

 

 Jonathan Page, A Police Residency Requirements, May 8, 1998. 

 

 Mary Powers, The Impact of Citizen Police Academies, December 12, 1997. 

 

 Peru Barber, An Assessment of Citizen Attitudes Toward The Police, December, 1997. 

 

 Mike Austin, The Influence of the Perceived Likelihood of Getting Caught and Juvenile 

Delinquency:  An Analysis, Kent State University, August 1, 1997. 

 

 Michelle Foster, An Analysis of Recidivism Predictors for Offenders Placed on Probation in 

Baltimore, Kent State University, July 30, 1997. 

 

 Sherri Travis, Sentencing Disparity and Criminal Justice in Cuyahoga County, Kent State 

University, May 7, 1997. 
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 Lisa Surman, Substance Abuse Group Through the Ohio Department of Youth Services:  A 

Case Study, Kent State University, March 19,1997. 

 

 Pete Cozza, Equal Justice? The Effects of Attorney Type, Defendant-Related and Case-

Related Variables on Case Outcomes in Felony Court, Kent State University, December 2, 

1996. 

 

Served on Research Committees of the following students 

 Shyryl Rybcoski False Convictions, May 19, 2009 Colvin. 

 Ashley Stewart, “Male Institutional Adjustment,” May 1, 2009 Research Paper. 

Tontodonato 

 Jennifer Jones, April 2008 Thesis 

 Matthew L. Davis, Nasheri, December 1, 2008 

 Patrick Kerrigan, April 2008 Colvin 

 Murat Kocak Nawal Ammar 2007 
 Melissa Kaiser, Colvin 

 Alesis Mosgo, Jefferis  

 Jennifer Carroll 

 Angie Bailey, Tontodonato 

 Althea Perella, Ammar 

 Brian Woods, Thesis Flannery 

 Sam Saxon, Ammar 

 Elwood Vogel, Erez 

 Ismail Fert, Thesis, Shannon Smithey Advisor 

 Ahmet Kaya Thesis, Dan Price Advisor 

 Roger Powel, Albert Liah 

 Dawn Lyons, Ammar 

 Angela Turano, Ammar 

 Tisha Harrell, Thesis, Ibarra 

 Dean Jenkins, Erez 

 Elwood Vogel, Tontodonato 

 Dennis Reed, Tontodonato 

 Marcy Dickerson, Brockett 

 Marc Swatt, Thesis, Flannery 

 Brian Russell, Erez 

 Kelly Wester, Thesis, Flannery 

 Carol Gregory, Thesis, Erez 

 Katina Burch, Erez 

 Mike Pugliese, Kratcoski 

 Gale Sanzenbacher, Kratcoski 

 

Liberal  Education Paper Committees 
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 MaryJean Benedict, December 2002 

 Mark Beckwith 

 

Directed Individual Investigations 

 

 MaryJean Benedict, Spring 2002 

 David Licati, Spring 2002 

 Michael Hough, Summer 1998 

 Sonja Walker, Summer 1998 

 Michelle Foster, Spring 1996 

 Peru Barber, Spring, 1996 

 Debbie Borroughs, Spring 1995 

 

 

Senior Honor’s Thesis 

 

Matthew Toro (2015) Analyzing the Effect and Weight of Age on Recidivism in the 

Ohio Risk Assessment System. 
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