March 12, 2020

Vice President for Student Affairs
Leadership Profile
Kent State University seeks an experienced and innovative leader to serve as its next vice
president for student affairs. A member of the President’s Cabinet, the vice president for student
affairs reports to the president and serves as the senior officer providing overall leadership for
the Division of Student Affairs. The vice president for student affairs provides leadership of
institutional efforts aimed to enhance the engaged co-curricular lives of all Kent State students
within our eight-campus system.

Kent State University Overview
Consistently among Ohio’s top three largest public universities in terms of enrollment, Kent State
University is ranked by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching among the
nation’s 76 public higher-research universities and in the top-tier list of Best National Universities
by U.S. News & World Report. In a class by itself, Kent State is the only public university in
Northeast Ohio ranked in the top tier, climbing three spots on the Top Public Schools list. Kent
State has the distinction of ranking among the top five companies nationwide in Forbes list of
America’s Best Employers for Diversity 2019. Kent Stated ranked fourth among 250 companies
in 25 industry sectors, and No. 1 among universities, in the 2019 ranking. Kent State is the only
public or private university in Ohio to make the second annual list.
With eight campuses spanning
Northeast Ohio, the College of
Podiatric Medicine, and academic
sites in major world capitals including
New York City, Geneva and Florence,
Kent State is one of Ohio’s leading
public universities and a major
educational, economic and cultural
resource far beyond the Northeast
Ohio region it has served since 1910.
Kent State University is the largest multi-campus system in Northeast Ohio, with a population of
more than 37,000 students, 5,500 full-and part-time faculty and staff members and 251,000
alumni worldwide. The university comprises eight campuses:
•
•
•
•

Kent Campus
Kent State University at Ashtabula
Kent State University at East Liverpool
Kent State University at Geauga (in Burton) and the Twinsburg Academic Center

•
•
•
•

Kent State University at Salem
Kent State University at Stark (in Canton)
Kent State University at Trumbull (in Warren)
Kent State University at Tuscarawas (in New Philadelphia)

The university’s Kent Campus, which has a student body of more than 27,000 and a thriving
residential population of more than 6,300, is located on a beautiful 900-acre physical plant in
Kent, Ohio, a city of 30,000 within the greater Cleveland-Akron metropolitan area. The campus
provides the intellectual, scientific, social, economic, and artistic resources of a major research
university in a safe and serene campus setting. In 2018, Kent was ranked the safest big college
campus in Ohio and 25th safest in the country, according to the National Council for Home Safety
and Security.
Kent State University’s seven regional campuses draw full- and part-time students, now totaling
more than 10,000, primarily from their local communities from across Northeast Ohio. Like the
Kent Campus, each regional campus is thoroughly engaged in the surrounding community,
making available the rich resources of a comprehensive and diverse university, significantly
impacting that area’s economic well-being and quality of life. Each campus has the flexibility to
meet wide-ranging local needs through associate and selected baccalaureate programs;
continuing education and training; research/technology parks; and facilities for advanced
technology, manufacturing, and the performing arts.
Since 2015, Kent State has pursued an ambitious strategic plan, known as A Strategic Roadmap
to a Distinctive Kent State. The university’s priorities are as follows:
•

Priority 1: Students First. Provide an inclusive and engaged living-learning environment
where all students thrive and graduate as informed citizens committed to a life of impact.

•

Priority 2: A Distinctive Kent State. Drive innovation, idea generation, and national
distinction through top-tier academic and research programs including the recruitment
and support of talented faculty and staff.

•

Priority 3: Global Competitiveness. Advance Kent State’s impact and reach as a leading
international university.

•

Priority 4: Regional Impact. Serve as the innovative engine and engaged partner to meet
community needs and enhance quality of life in the region and state.

•

Priority 5: Organizational Stewardship. Ensure a culture of continuous improvement and
the efficient stewardship of University resources and infrastructure.
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Northeast Ohio: A Major Population and Economic Center

Kent State is located in a major population and economic center. Northeast Ohio is home to 4.5
million people and eight Fortune 500 firms and is one of the nation’s top five industrial markets
and a leader in new technology. The region is rich in natural and cultural amenities, including the
splendor of the Great Lakes, one of the country’s most-visited national parks, the nation’s
second-largest theatre district, a world-class symphony orchestra, renowned museums, three
major sports teams, eclectic neighborhoods, and multicultural experiences in settings from urban
to rural. KSU employees obtain their healthcare from several leading hospital systems, including
the Cleveland Clinic, which is currently the second-ranked hospital in the United States.

The Community
In recent years, the city of Kent has experienced dramatic revitalization as a result of a $130
million public and private investment. Kent State University officials, city administrators, the
Portage Area Regional Transportation Authority (PARTA), and its partners have collaborated to
make the city of Kent an excellent place to live, work, study, and visit.
Cultural elements in Kent include various arts, environmental, and entertainment events during
the year, as well as the Kent State University Museum, which focuses on the history of fashion
design and decorative arts in the U.S. and around the world. The Kent Stage, located downtown,
is a performance venue for a variety of arts performances in music and theater, including
concerts, theatrical performances, film festivals and movie premiers. In addition, the City of Kent
operates nearly 20 parks and preserves, the largest of which is the 56-acre Fred Fuller Park, along
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the Cuyahoga River. Haymaker Farmers Market is held year-round in Kent and is one of many
weekly markets in communities surrounding the university.
The city of Kent is just 20 minutes from Akron, home of more than 20,000 businesses, including
the headquarters of two Fortune 500 companies, Goodyear Tire and Rubber and FirstEnergy). In
particular, northeast Ohio is home to some of the world’s leading liquid crystal and polymer
research programs and companies and is internationally recognized as the “Polymer Center of
the Americas.”
Kent is less than an hour from Cleveland, situated on the southern shore of Lake Erie, which is
the second largest city in Ohio and the largest media market in the state. Cleveland is home to
many beautiful parks. The Cleveland Metroparks has one five national awards for excellence in
parks and recreation from the 2019 National Association of County Park and Recreation Officials
Awards, and the 2019 Environmental/Conservation Award. Part of the Metroparks, the Cleveland
Zoo contains one of the largest collections of primates in North America. In addition, the
Cleveland Metroparks manages eight lakefront parks that provide public access to Lake Erie. With
33,000 protected acres and 2.2 million visits each year, the Cuyahoga Valley National Park is
located less than 30 minutes from campus and provides connectivity on the Towpath Trail all the
way to Cleveland. Cleveland’s professional sports teams include the Cleveland Browns (National
Football League), the Cleveland Indians (Major League Baseball), the Cleveland Cavaliers
(National Basketball Association), and the Lake Erie Monsters (American Hockey League).
For those who enjoy the performing arts, Cleveland is home to Playhouse Square Center, the
second largest performing arts center in the United States behind New York’s Lincoln Center.
Playhouse Square includes five theaters within what is known as the Cleveland Theater District,
with such resident performing arts companies as Cleveland Playhouse, Opera Cleveland, and the
Great Lakes Theater Festival. The center hosts various Broadway musicals, special concerts,
speaking engagements, and other events throughout the year. Cleveland is also home to the
Cleveland Orchestra, widely considered one of the finest orchestras in the world. It is one of the
“Big Five” major orchestras in the United States.
Five miles east of downtown Cleveland is University Circle, a 550-acre concentration of cultural,
educational, and medical institutions, including the Cleveland Botanical Garden, Case Western
Reserve University, University Hospitals, the Cleveland Museum of Art, the Cleveland Museum
of Natural History), and the Western Reserve Historical Society. The Greater Cleveland Aquarium
is located near downtown, and the I.M. Pei-designed Rock and Roll Hall of Fame is located on the
Lake Erie waterfront. Cleveland also boasts the Great Lakes Science Center, boating, fishing,
swimming, and other waterfront recreation.

The Division of Student Affairs
Vision
Our vision is to lead the nation in transformative experiences that propel our students’ current
and future success through exploration and engagement.
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Mission
The mission of the Division of Student Affairs intentionally develops the whole student through
transformational experiences. We passionately engage our diverse student population through
quality programming and resources that enhance the educational process to ensure student
success.
Priorities
• Students First. Cultivate an intentionally
designed, inclusive and engaging student
experience that promotes the intellectual,
emotional, physical and spiritual development of
all students.
•

Distinctive Kent State. Enhance the academic
mission of Kent State through comprehensive and
collaborative practices that foster innovation and lead to nationally recognized co-curricular
programs and services.

•

Global Competitiveness. Advance the integration of international students into the campus
community and encourage domestic students to expand their world view by engaging in
cultural activities and programs.

•

Regional Impact. Partner with local civic leaders to engage students in the community
through area neighborhood activities and community services.

•

Organizational Stewardship. Sustain a culture of continuous improvement including
professional standards review, promoting ongoing staff development and fiscal responsibility
while recruiting and retaining talented professionals.

The Vice President for Student Affairs
The Vice President for Student Affairs leads 312 staff employees, 714 student employees, and an
operating budget of nearly $2.6 million, as well as student affairs auxiliaries’ budgets totaling
nearly $73 million. The vice president oversees a large portfolio and administrative structure in
the areas of Student Life; Student Services; Health and Wellness; and Finance, Administration
and Assessment.

Student Life
•

Dining Services
Kent State offers 18 on-campus dining locations on the Kent Campus, with cafes or markets
on each of the regional campuses and the College of Podiatric Medicine. Meal plans tailored
to promote health and well-being are available for resident and commuter students, as well
as faculty and staff. A full-service catering program supports a variety of campus activities
and events.
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•

Ice Arena
The Kent State Ice Arena is a family-friendly facility serving both the university community
and outlying communities. The facility boasts two rinks, a multi-purpose meeting room, and
a full-service snack bar and serves as home to the Kent State hockey and figure skating teams,
six area high school teams, a figure skating club, and a youth hockey program.

•

Kent Student Center
The Kent Student Center is located in the heart of the Kent campus and provides space for
students, faculty, staff and university guests to socialize, study, hold meetings and host
events. The Student Center offers multiple dining locations, the campus bookstore, PNC Bank,
United States Postal Service, a computer lab, study spaces, charging stations, and a
meditation room. Departments and offices in the Student Center include Catering, Center for
Student Involvement, Dean of Students, Dining Services, the dean’s office, FLASHcard Office,
Flash Technology Center, LGBTQ Student Center, Student Multicultural Center, and student
government.

•

Office of International Student Affairs Office
The Office of International Student Affairs aids in the retention and academic success of
international students by providing services related to cultural adjustment, including airport
pickups, conversation partners, and international friendship. The office also provides
leadership and manages the day-to-day operations of the Global Village, an international
living-learning community comprised of both international and domestic students with the
goal of advancing mutual cultural exchange.

•

Student Housing
The Kent Campus offers 24 residence
halls, 13 living-learning programs, and
nearly 20 on-campus restaurants, dining
halls, and coffee carts to ensure that the
campus feels like home. Student
Housing assists both future residents
and current residents in many areas
including applying for housing, move-in
information,
contract
renewal,
roommate agreements, and creating
communities that support student
leadership and success.

Student Services
•

Dean of Students
The Dean of Students serves as the primary student advocate and manages departments that
provide student development opportunities and support services. The dean also works with
Student Affairs staff to help promote a culture where diversity is encouraged and where
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students learn to respect differences, develop leadership skills, and take responsibility for
their actions.
•

Center for Adult and Veteran Services
The Center for Adult and Student Services is dedicated to enhancing the experience of the
non-traditional student both in and out of the classroom. Services are geared towards
providing a comprehensive and high-impact student experience through support,
programming, and an assurance of, and adherence to, the highest standards of federal
compliance. The Center is recognized as the outstanding undergraduate program for adult
learners by the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA), a leading
professional association in student affairs.

•

Flash Books Program
The Flash Books program is an innovative course materials initiative that provides students
with instantaneous access to course materials while drastically improving affordability.

•

Flash Technology Center
The Flash Technology Center’s provides the latest technology and services to go with the
changing landscape in higher education and to support the university’s goal of academic
excellence and student success. The Center offers low Apple Education pricing for Kent State
faculty, staff, students and departments.

•

Office of Student Conduct
The Office of Student Conduct strives to provide
timely, impartial and appropriate outcomes in an
atmosphere conducive to educational growth and
positive student development. The office oversees
the student conduct discipline process, provides
information on the Code of Student Conduct and
resources on academic and sexual misconduct, and
offers student mediation services to provide Kent
State students with the resources necessary to
resolve and examine conflicts with a new perspective.

•

University Bookstore
Run by Barnes & Noble, the Kent State University
Bookstore offers the university community
textbooks, apparel, gifts and accessories, and
educational supplies and electronics.

•

FLASHcard Office
The Flashcard Office handles Kent State identification cards for students and employees.
FLASHcards are also used for students with meal plans to purchase meals in dining halls,
checking out library materials, access to services including the Student Recreation and
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Wellness Center and athletic events, and purchasing goods and services both on and off
campus.
•

Student Accessibility Services
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) strives to create accessible and inclusive experiences for
students with all types of disabilities as they learn, live, and work at Kent State University.
SAS provides access and support by removing barriers and empowering students through
education, collaboration and advocacy.

•

Student Ombuds
The primary goal of the Office of the Student Ombuds is to provide students with confidential
consultation in assisting with the possible resolution of any university-related concern,
grievance or appeal. The office works directly with faculty and staff, providing consultation
related to university policies and procedures. It is an objective, nonbiased operation that
works towards developing a fair and equitable university community.

•

Center for Student Involvement (CSI)
The Center for Student Involvement fosters student engagement through various
involvement opportunities. In addition to providing fun and diverse programming, the Center
is dedicated to leadership development through student organizations, Fraternity and
Sorority Life, and student government.

Health and Wellness
Health and wellness programs at Kent State University include the Drug Abuse and Alcohol
Prevention Program; Kent State of Wellness, a university-wide effort to promote wellness in the
university community; and Step Up and Speak Out, a collaborative effort that provides greater
awareness of mental health concerns, including risk factors for suicide. Programs are offered in
multiple categories including adventure, aquatics, fitness and wellness, ice arena, and safety
certifications.
•

Recreational Services
The Department of Recreational Services aims to foster a lifelong commitment to health and
wellness through exceptional programs, learning opportunities, services and facilities. Staff
includes programmers, administrators and more than 200 student employees focused on
creating an outstanding experience. Many programs are offered at the state-of-the art
Student Recreation and Wellness Center.

•

University Health Services
Located on the Kent Campus, the DeWeese Health Center provides non-emergent outpatient
care to eligible students, faculty and staff. Staff includes board certified physicians, nurse
practitioners, registered nurses, licensed psychologists, pharmacists and radiographers.

The vice president for student affairs supports positive relations with regional campuses through
inclusion of student affairs professionals in decisions that directly affect regional campus
students and through communication that enhances transparency and mutual respect. The vice
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president for student affairs works collaboratively with the vice president for regional campuses
to ensure consistent processes across the system.

Qualifications and Desired Traits
Candidates must possess a master’s degree in a relevant field from an accredited institution and
a minimum of 10 years of progressively responsible experience in higher education. A doctoral
degree in a relevant field from an accredited institution is preferred.
Desired traits include progressively higher levels of leadership experience, the ability to foresee
challenges and opportunities and fashion effective responses/plans, and familiarity with best
practices in the field.

Applications
Interested candidates should apply through the Kent State University Applicant Portal,
jobs.kent.edu, and include a letter describing relevant experience and interest in the position,
curriculum vitae/resume, and names, titles, and contact information for five references. To
assure full consideration, applications should be received by March 27, 2020.
Kent State University values diversity and is committed to equal opportunity for all persons
regardless of age, color, disability, ethnicity, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, veteran status or any other status protected by law.

9

