
Design can inform, persuade, educate and turn ideas into action. In Kent 
State’s Visual Communication Design program, study how visual arts 
and technology combine to communicate ideas — to customers, clients, 
communities and beyond. Discover how creative concepts like design, 
branding, imagery and aesthetics fit into business operations, media, 
healthcare, advocacy and more.

Develop skills in graphic design, illustration, animation and 
photography through studio work, portfolio development and 
critique and internships.
The program’s home, Taylor Hall, was significantly upgraded in 2017 
and includes a creative gallery space, state-of-the-art resource lab, 
photography and design studios and brightly lit open-plan classrooms.
The School of Visual Communication Design is accredited by the 
National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD).

Our Alumni

•  Vice President of Brand Identity, AT&T
•  Newbery Medal-winning author and illustrator
•  User Experience Designer, Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
•  Graphic Designer, Cleveland Museum of Art
•  Art Director, Geometry Global
•  Product Designer, American Greetings
•  Digital Designer, Progressive Insurance
•  Photography Manager, Davey Tree Company
•  Apparel Graphic Designer, Abercrombie & Fitch Co.

Merging art, technology and communication

What types of jobs do students get?

Art Director • Commercial Artist • Game Designer/
Developer • Graphic Designer • Digital Illustrator • 
Interactive Media Designer • Museum Exhibition Designer

In studios, agencies, design and marketing 
departments, non-profits, businesses and more!

Our graduates work in brand identity, design and creative 
leadership roles in design and advertising agencies across 
the country. Many also work as entrepreneurs, running their 
own creative studios. 
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All students complete an internship 
before graduation. The School has maintained 
relationships with prominent businesses, non-
profits and educational institutions throughout 
Ohio and the U.S., opening doors for students 

to find opportunities.

IdeaBase is a student-run design agency 
that serves campus departments and local 
businesses. Students can work part-time as 

account managers, designers, user experience 
designers and content creators, putting skills 

they are learning in the classroom to work.

Creative Spaces 

Taylor Hall Gallery showcases exhibits from regional, 
national and international artists and designers, ranging 
across a variety of media, styles and subjects. Students 

also can show their own work in the gallery and see 
the work of our faculty in the stunning, flexible space. 

Academically, students can gain valuable curation and 
hands-on show installation experience in the gallery.

Find Your Focus
The decision of which degree is best for you depends on your 

career and educational goals:

Bachelor of Arts 
•  Study design’s role at the intersection of communication, 

information and technology

•  Flexibility to choose 20 percent of coursework and add 
a minor such as User Experience Design, Public Relations, 

Entrepreneurship, Management, Advertising or Photography

•  Prepares students to produce work for print, motion, video, 
interactive experiences, signage and more in graphic design 

and illustration professions

Bachelor of Fine Arts
•  Two-thirds of coursework is concentrated in the creation and 

study of visual arts with an emphasis on studio work

•  Opportunity to build greater expertise in an area of 
emphasis within visual design (example: typography, 
illustration, branding, motion design, graphic design) 

•  Prepares students to enter careers in visual communication 
design with a robust portfolio

241 Taylor Hall, Kent State University
Kent, OH 44242

vcd@kent.edu
330-672-7856

VCDKentState            CCIKentState
youtube.com/c/ccikentstate

www.kent.edu/vcd/undergraduate-programs

Senior Product Designer, Yelp

Studying VCD at Kent State gave Will Scharlott the experience 
he needed to ace competitive interviews with Silicon Valley tech 
organizations: “I felt confident ... because (interviews) utilized 
the skills we practiced in VCD during critiques in studio classes. If 
you’re an active participant in your studios, you’re gaining a lot of 
good experience for design discussions in your future.”

Will Scharlott
B.F.A., Visual Communication Design, 2017


