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1.  Explain how the course addresses (a) concepts to the subject area; and (b) the specific Kent 
Core learning goals listed in the University Catalog. 
 
Global health is defined by the Institute of Medicine as “health problems, issues and concerns 
that transcend national boundaries, may be influenced by circumstances or experiences in other 
countries, and are best addressed by cooperative actions and solutions.”  The discipline of global 
health is concerned with developing theories and methods to understand the roots of social, 
economic, political and environmental determinants of health, with a focus on the nature of 
health inequalities. 

Introduction to Global Health addresses the most critical issues in global health and emphasizes 
the possible solutions to contemporary global health issues.  The course provides an introductory 
overview of concerns such as maternal and child health, emerging infectious diseases, nutrition, 
global environmental change, and the health and human rights of special population groups such 
as immigrants, refugees, and internally displaced people.  The course also introduces students to 
the major players in global health including developmental agencies, foundations and multi-
lateral organizations.  Students explore the impact of globalization, population dynamics, 
environmental changes, political systems, tradition, culture and economics on current and 
emerging global public health issues.  

As such, Introduction to Global Health specifically addresses the following Kent Core leaning 
objectives: 

• Acquire critical skills and problem solving skills by asking students to determine the 
main strengths and limitations of contemporary international health policies and 
programs designed to reduce health and social inequalities;  

o Example- Module 6 assignment: How critical is the problem of access to safe 
water and sanitation?  What are some of the adverse consequences of poor 
water quality?  What strategies do you think might help resolve this problem? 
 

• Apply principles of effective written and oral communication by communicating how 
various health services delivery systems in different regions of the world address 
global health issues; 



o Example- Module 4 assignment:  Compare and contrast the health systems of 
high-income countries versus middle-income countries or low-income 
countries.  How do these health systems meet or not meet the needs of their 
corresponding populations?  What system do you prefer?  Why?  
 

• Engage in independent thinking, developing their own voice and vision, and become 
informed, responsible citizens by developing critical knowledge, skills and 
competencies in the controversial debates of contemporary global health problems 
and issues; 

o Example- Module 10 assignment:  Choose one infectious disease of global 
health significance.  For that disease, describe both the global health burden 
and at least one global campaign which is working towards control, 
elimination, or eradication.  What strategies can best be implemented to 
address this problem? 
 

• Improve their understanding of issues and behaviors concerning inclusion, 
community and tolerance by distinguishing and describing special population groups 
that are at increased risk of poor health, including immigrants, refugees, internally 
displaced people, and physical impairments and mental illnesses. 

o Example- Module 8 assignment:  How do women bear an uneven burden of 
health issues in comparison to men?  What are some of the major biological 
and social determinants of women’s health?  Do they vary by culture and 
region? 
 

2.  Not applicable- this is not a Category 1 of Category II submission 
 

3.  State how the course is representative of a field that has attained maturity and substance 
with a critical mass of its own scholarly literature, methodology, community of 
specialists and conceptual framework. 

Global Health has been recognized as its own subspecialty in the field of Public Health since the 
early 1970s.  All public health professionals from accredited programs are required to have 
competencies in global health, and some choose to make this their chosen field.  The American 
Public Health Association has a Global Health section comprised of academic researchers and 
practitioners from all over the world.  http://www.apha.org/programs/globalhealth/ 

Perhaps the best known international organization dedicated to global health is the World Health 
Organization (WHO).  WHO is the directing and coordinating authority for health within the 
United Nations system. It is responsible for providing leadership on global health matters, 
shaping the health research agenda, setting norms and standards, articulating evidence-based 
policy options, providing technical support to countries, and monitoring and assessing health 

http://www.apha.org/programs/globalhealth/


trends.  Students from the College of Public Health have the opportunity to visit the WHO when 
participating in our study-abroad program in Geneva.  Information on the WHO can be found at: 

http://www.who.int/en/ 
 

4.  Are adequate resources available for this course (e.g. faculty, classroom space, 
equipment, library holdings)?  If yes, explain. 

As an interdisciplinary subspecialty, faculty throughout the College of Public Health from all 
three departments will participate in the teaching of Introduction to Global Health.  The course  
is coordinated by Dr. Mark James, Chair of the Department of Biostatistics, Environmental 
Health Sciences, and Epidemiology.  Dr. James is a distinguished professor with an extensive 
research background in tropical medicine, specifically malaria.   He directs the College of Public 
Health global initiatives.  Dr. James convenes the college’s interdisciplinary global health 
committee.  This faculty develops and reviews the global health course on an annual basis.  All 
sections of the course are standardized across the Kent and regional campuses.  The following 
faculty and international doctoral students have experience and credentials to teach the course: 

Full-time Faculty (TT and NTT): Mark James, Tina Bhargava, Madhav Bhatta, Yijing Chen, Peggy 
Shaffer-King, Tara Smith, Jonathan VanGeest, Jingzhen (Ginger) Yang 
Post-Doctoral Research Associate: Koya Allen 
Adjunct Faculty: Michael Smylie, John Spieler, Katelyn Guastaferro, Ronald Graham 
Graduate Assistants: Amy Krystosik, Lorriane Odhiambo, Obianuju Genevieve Aguolu, Neda Kasim, 
Sunita Shakya, Peter Ossai 
 
There are no specific classroom or equipment needs for the course.  It is currently taught both in 
an on-line and in-class format.  The course is required of all Bachelor of Science in Public Health 
(B.S.P.H.) majors.  The library holdings in global health have been determined sufficient at the 
graduate level by the accrediting agency.   

5.  Has this course been offered previously? 

The Introduction to Global Health course has been popular on all campuses.  Since the course 
has been offered beginning in fall of 2011, 2209 students have enrolled in the course: 

Fall 2011 through Fall 2103, Introduction to Global Health by Campus, 15-Day Report 

Kent    1691 
Ashtabula      73 
East Liverpool      48 

        Geauga              85 
Salem       60 
Stark     142 
Trumbull        88 
Tuscarawas      22 
Total   2209 

http://www.who.int/en/


 
6.  Given the available Kent Core options, why is it important that this course be added as 

an option for students fulfilling their Kent Core? 

In 2003, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academies concluded that to keep the 
public healthy, not only do we need a well-educated public health workforce, but also an 
educated citizenry.  The IOM recommended that “all undergraduates should have access to 
education in public health.”1 
 
In response, The Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences (AAC&U) and the Association for 
Prevention Teaching and Research (APTR) published in October, 2008, a report titled 
Recommendations for Undergraduate Public Health Education.2  The report stated that the aim 
and rationale for undergraduate public health general and liberal education is to develop an 
educated citizenry, to fulfill the essential learning outcomes of the Liberal Education and 
America’s Promise (LEAP) and should be proposed to fulfill general education requirements.  
The recommendation was that Global Health 101 be made available as a general education 
requirement. 
 
The Introduction to Global Health course is designed to offer excellent cross-cutting public 
health examples at the global level.  As an example, the course examines communicable diseases 
globally (such as HIV) involving perspectives from biology, psychology, anthropology, political 
science and sociology.  Tobacco control across the international realm might engage history, 
humanities, statistics and even visual arts and students examine tobacco control messages across 
cultures.  PH 10002 is designed to address the LEAP essential learning outcomes which include 
knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world, intellectual and practical skills, 
personal and social responsibility, and integrative learning.   
1Gebbie K, Rosenstock L, Hernandez LM.  Who will keep the public healthy?  Educating public health professionals for the 21st Century.  
Washington:  National Academy Press, 2003: 144. 
 
2Reigelman K, and Albertine, S.  Recommendations for undergraduate public health education.  A publication of the Association of American 
Colleges and Universities and the Association for prevention teaching and research, October 2008. 
 


