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Video Response Assignments
CHEF’S PREP
Prep time:  Very little if converting a written assignment to video

Cook/bake time:  (length of video) x (number of students) = grading time

Ingredients:  Canvas, student cameras (phone or computer)


RECIPE INSIGHTS
Difficulty level:  Easy

Servings:  Suitable for any number of students, depending on use

Yield: Authentic non-AI generated responses to course materials
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Identify an assignment that can become a video response.  This works best for low stakes assignments with no “right answers,” especially if graded complete/incomplete (pass/fail)
2. Write instructions and criteria.  Include expectations for the video and prompt questions.  See recommendations on reverse side
3. Watch the videos to grade students’ work.  Tips: Grade while multitasking (e.g., during lunch) and speed up playback.
4. Provide brief feedback that shows the student that you paid attention to their video.  For example, highlight one insightful thing they said.							
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Tips & Variations: Suggested criteria/requirements 
· Provide a minimum (and possibly maximum) length
· Student’s face must be visible throughout the video
· Students cannot read a pre-written response verbatim (but it’s OK to refer to notes)
· Response needs to be specific and address all prompt questions
· Response should demonstrate that the student thoughtfully engaged with the material

Emphasize that you don’t expect the responses to be perfect and that there are no “right answers” to the questions.

Suggested resources to continue exploration:  
· “University students offload critical thinking, other hard work to AI” by Jill Barshay (hechingerreport.org)
· “The cognitive paradox of AI in education: Between enhancement and erosion” by Binny Jose et al. (Frontiers in Psychology, 2025)
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