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Fulbright TEA Media Literacy Alumni Offer Training                                    
in Ukraine, Serbia, and Hungary  

 

In the fall, Fulbright Teaching Excellence and 
Achievement Media Literacy Program (TEA), 
brought 22 secondary teachers to Kent 
State.  As alumni  now, these teachers have 
returned to their home countries and  are 
actively sharing what they learned during 
their residence here at Kent State.    

Hungarian Zsolt Csutak says of his training, 
at ELTE University, Digit Space Conference, 
“My audience got a bit depressed and 
shocked by the flood of cyberthreats and 
disinformation.   I gave them a remedy:    
use your common sense and critical thinking 
skills.”    

Ukrainian Liudmyla Totsyna  is training   
English teachers (see right).  In her training 
she decorated the room with posters from 
the visit to Washington DC’s Newseum, and 
used videos prepared by other alumni  from 
Czech Republic, and Bosnia Herzegovina  of 
the Fulbright TEA program  to demonstrate 
the regional  approach to  Media Literacy. 

Liudmyla says “We discussed the               
importance of teaching media literacy,      
analyzed some commercials which helped 
us develop critical thinking skills and         
discovered a bunch of useful websites and 
apps that can be used in the English       
classroom.”   

Serbian Milan Petrovic teaches a media   
literacy class, required in all of Serbia’s high 
schools.   He used the Learn to Discern     
materials to  teach his students how to fact  

check , think before they share and  Petrovic 
says that he also taught  “a little something 
about our media landscape.   I learned so 
much from these young people, too.”   

These successes and early impact in the 
home countries will be an inspiration for the 
new cohort of secondary teachers arriving 
this spring semester for similar training.   

Ukrainian teachers learn to question sources 
using materials  from the Fulbright Program.  
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New Fulbright TEA Media Literacy Cohort Arrives In late January 

The role of media literacy in our future. 

Jeff Bleich, Fulbright Scholarship Board       
President, in a speech to Australian higher   
educators, I March 2017, challenges us? 

We need to restructure information systems so that 
facts matter, false statements are exposed, and 
making false claims has real consequences. The 
irony of the information age is that increasingly we 
seem to know more, but understand less. But this 
can be fixed. 

Imagine a world where every article is immediately 
fact-checked by libraries, and reviewed for accuracy 
and relevance by a trusted board of editors drawing 
on high speed computers. Where every article has 
the equivalent of a yelp-rating, or is crowd-
corrected wikipedia style. Where every false and 
digitally altered image can be exposed through 
blockchain technology. Universities can do this. 

Kent State University is honored to be the 
only host university for the Fulbright’s 
teaching Excellence and Achievement   
Media Literacy Program (TEA).  This       
program, funded through the US             
Department of State’s Bureau of             
Educational and Cultural Affairs, and      
administered by IREX, will bring 22 more 
teachers from 11 countries to study media 
literacy in February and March.   

Teachers from Bulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Czech Republic, Hungary, 
North Macedonia, Romania, Ukraine,    
Turkey, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan will take 
special design classes here at Kent State 
University and have a school immersion 
experience in Aurora, Stow-Monroe Falls, 
Hudson, Streetsboro, and Kenston High 
Schools.   

Schools in some of these European     
countries like Serbia have mandated      
media literacy courses or educational                 
requirements, but teachers often lack 
training to implement the program.   In 
Ukraine, non-profit organizations have 
done media literacy training in the       
communities prior to the last elections.   
Teachers  often are the trainers of these 
volunteer organizations to educate the  
citizenry of their countries on the cause 
and concern of media today. 

Marty Jencius, co-director of the program 
here at Kent State, says, “ It is great to 
have these TEA Fellows here on their     
Fulbright State Department Grant.  They 
come with a world perspective and a deep 
passion for the work of media literacy.  
They provide us a spark to do our work”. 

 

 

.    

Also assisting with the program this semester 
will be Anne Morrison, teaching the General 
Academic Seminar and Abdoulaye Fall teaching 
the technology workshop.   The Media Literacy 
Course will be taught by Keith Nedved.     Mary 
Tipton coordinates the school based   program.   
Former teacher and school  administrator     
David Ciborek serves as the Friendship Family  
and Culture Activities  coordinator.  Rose 
Onders, Deb Roeder and Michelle Hoversten 
help with the budgeting and accounting       
functions of the grant. Linda Robertson is the 
PI for the grant. 

The media literacy course includes field trips to 
WKSU, Channel 2, Ohio Supreme Court, and 
newsroom, Ohio State House and its Press 
Room.   
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