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Hello alumni and friends!   A lot has happened in the department since we sent out our last newsletter almost 

two years ago.  One exciting development is the establishment of KSUôs interdisciplinary Science of 

Learning and Education Center (SOLE Center) which is housed in our department and directed by one of our 

faculty, John Dunlosky.  SOLEôs mission is to enhance student achievement through the development of 

evidence-based educational practices. In connection with this initiative, we have hired two new faculty members in the field 

of cognition and education, Clarissa Thompson and Chris Was, and a support staff member, Ida Cellitti.   

In this issue we are also pleased to introduce new faculty member Jennifer Taber, a social psychologist who joins the Health 

area.  As you look through the pages of this issue, it is evident that Health continues to be an area of significant strength in the 

department, as evidenced by the many honors, grants, and awards that have been bestowed on faculty, students and alumni 

who conduct research in the area of health and health promotion.   

Another recent development has been a significant expansion in the advising, career development, and other student services 

we are now providing to our undergraduates, made possible by the hiring of our own advising staff as well as faculty who 

focus on undergraduate instruction. In this issue we are pleased to introduce our Senior Academic Advisor, Bryce Cain, 

support staff member Tracie Roberts, and our newest instructional faculty member, Shannon Ciesla.     

In this editionôs ñIn the Loopò feature, we become acquainted with undergrad alumna and generous benefactor, Judie Fall 

Lasser, who has endowed two separate awards in support of our graduate students.  In other donor news, we report on the 

newly endowed F. Robert and Nancy Treichler Undergraduate Scholarship, and thank the many alumni and friends who have 

facilitated the efforts of our department through their generous support. 

Finally, we remember and pay tribute to graduate alumnus, Dr. Vivek Venugopal Pillai, who passed away unexpectedly at the 

age of 33.  Many in our extended departmental community have been deeply saddened by his loss.  To honor Vivekôs life and 

memory, the department has established a graduate research award, the Dr. Pillai Memorial Research Fund. Details on the 

memorial fund and how to contribute can be found on page 13 of this issue.   

We hope that you enjoy this edition of the Psyche. We invite you to keep in touch, as we always appreciate receiving updates 

about the activities and accomplishments of our greatest source of pride, our alumni. For up-to-date information on the 

happenings in the department, be sure to check out our website at http://dept.kent.edu/psychology/. 
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Dr. Shannon Ciesla 

Psyche is pleased to introduce Dr. Shannon Ciesla who is a recent graduate of our 

doctoral program in Clinical Psychology (2013). Shannon received her B.S. in psy-

chology from the University of Buffalo in 2007 and came immediately to Kent to com-

plete her PhD. Both her doctoral research and her clinical work has been focused on 

understanding and treating  emotional difficulties in children and adolescents and in 

particular, her dissertation focused on maternal influences on emotion regulation and 

coping and depression risk in adolescents. Shannon currently teaches both undergradu-

ate and graduate courses, including Introduction to Clinical Psychology, Adolescent 

Psychology, Abnormal Psychology and Child Psychopathology (graduate). Although 

she really enjoys teaching and interacting with students, Shannon is also working on 

her clinical licensure because she misses working directly with patients. In her free 

time, Shannon reads sci-fi novels, enjoys hiking and camping with her husband, and 

plays with their three cats.  

Dr. Jennifer Taber 

Psyche is pleased to introduce Dr. Jennifer Taber, our newest Psychological Scienc-

es faculty member! Dr. Taber comes to KSU as part of our social psychology area 

after completing a post-doctoral fellowship at the National Cancer Institute. Dr. Ta-

ber received her BA from American University and her PhD from the University of 

Utah. Dr. Taberôs primary research is focused on determining how learning infor-

mation about oneôs risk for disease influences health behaviors and other outcomes. 

Her work has examined many key public health challenges including cancer. Recent-

ly she has been working to better understand how sources of risk information (i.e., 

results of genetic testing as compared to family history or behavioral history) can in-

fluence health behavior. As a health psychologist, Dr. Taber will be teaching courses 

relating to those topics to both graduate and undergraduate students. Dr. Taber has 

only just arrived in Kent and so she is currently exploring the area looking for oppor-

tunities for outdoor fun, including hiking and cross country skiing in CVNP. 
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Dr. Clarissa Thompson 

Psyche is pleased to introduce Dr. Clarissa Thompson. Dr. Thompson joins the KSU 

Psychological Sciences faculty as part of our cognitive science area. She received her 

BA from California University of Pennsylvania and her PhD from Ohio State Uni-

versity. In addition, Dr. Thompson completed a post-doctoral fellowship at Carnegie 

Mellon University and had several years on the faculty at the University of Oklaho-

ma. Dr. Thompsonôs research is focused primarily on understanding mathematical 

learning in young children. In particular, she has been working to better understand 

how numbers are estimated and addressing challenges that develop when children 

transition from working with whole numbers to fractions. Recently, she and her re-

search team have been developing applications for the classroom that include the use 

of games and analogies to facilitate this learning process. Dr. Thompson is one of 

only few faculty fortunate to teach the Lab Experiences course to a small group of 

advanced undergraduates. She particularly enjoys helping undergraduate students 

take on their own research from start to finish. With formal training also in music, Dr. Thompson enjoys spending time 

with her family at various musical events in the community. 

Dr. Christopher Was 

Psyche is pleased to introduce Dr. Christopher Was. Dr. Was joins the KSU Psycho-

logical Sciences faculty after spending several years as a faculty member in educa-

tional psychology in KSUôs College of Education, Health, and Human Services. Dr. 

Was received his BA from Indiana University and PhD from the University of Utah. 

Dr. Was joins our cognitive science area as his primary research is focused on how 

people learn and then recall information. Recently, Dr. Was has been working to bet-

ter understand how information is retained even when individuals have forgotten that 

they learned it and what types of individual difference factors influence this process. 

Dr. Was is also an expert in advanced quantitative methods and joins the core faculty 

focused on training both undergraduate and graduate students in quantitative methods 

in research. Dr. Was is a long-distance runner and frequently runs competitively in the 

area. At present, he is planning to complete at least part of the Burning River 100 Mile 

Endurance Run this summer between Cleveland and Akron. 


