
YOUR GIFT WILL HELP:

> Fund education abroad 
and global research 
scholarships.

> Showcase the university’s 
international outreach.

> Advance the leadership 
of the College of 
Education, Health and 
Human Services as a 
pacesetter in expanding 
undergraduate and 
graduate student 
opportunities in global 
education.  

> Enhance global 
experiences to better 
prepare students 
for today’s highly 
interconnected world.

> Continue the renovation 
of the Read Room 
to enhance program 
offerings through 
improved technology  
and support.

BRINGING THE WORLD TO THE UNIVERSITY

The Gerald H. Read Center brings a contemporary 
global experience to the students and faculty of 
Kent State University. The center is important to the 
university’s mission for many reasons:

 Competent graduates with a world view are 
essential to economic wellbeing, environmental 
understanding and world peace. 

 Valuable education-abroad experience contributes 
to finding a job after graduation and affects future 
earnings. 

 The center serves as a catalyst for recruitment, 
learning and success.  
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CONTINUED RENOVATION OF  
THE READ CENTER

Recently the large conference room dedicated 
to Professor Emeritus Gerald H. Read was 
renovated.  Connected to the Read Room is a 
hospitality serving area for food preparation and 
service, which was not included in the renovation.  
Funds to renovate this hospitality area would 
create a first-class conference center for use by  
all departments in the college.  

HOW YOU CAN HELP

To advance the many programs and services 
available to Kent State students through the 
Gerald H. Read Center, we need your support. 
We can help you decide what and how to give. 
You may want to specify criteria for your gift. You 
may want to take advantage of tax savings, make 
a one-time contribution or a gift over multiple 
years. We can guide you through your options 
and help you choose what works best for you.

A recent study of hiring practices  
in the somewhat limited job market 

indicates that students who had 
studied abroad were more often 

selected for interviews and job offers 
than those who had not.



 Danielle Finney’s 
experience with student 
teaching in Ireland 
will increase her 
employability here in the 
states. Kent State is the 
home of the Consortium 
of Overseas Student 
Teaching, a partnership of 
15 universities that send 
student teachers to 16 
countries. 

 

FUNDING PRIORITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE 
The College of Education, 
Health and Human 
Services is currently a 
world leader in preparing 
International Baccalaureate 
(IB) teachers. Kent State 
is the first university in 

the world to have an IB authorized Primary 
Years Program at the undergraduate level. The 
university also has an exclusive agreement as 
the only institution in the world to give graduate 
credit for IB teacher development and evaluators 
training workshops. To continue this world-class 
leadership, our Career and Technical Education 
and Middle Years faculty must receive specialized 
training from IB. Funds are also needed for 
curriculum development. 

EDUCATION-ABROAD SCHOLARSHIPS 
Individual testimonies from education-abroad 
students deem the program “life changing” 
and “opening a whole new world of discovery 
and self-awareness.” A recent study of hiring 
practices in the somewhat limited job market 
indicates that students who had studied abroad 
were more often selected for interviews and 
job offers than those who had not. Our goal is 
to increase the number of students who can 
take advantage of this rewarding and valuable 
program. Since many of our students must give 
up part-time jobs to spend a semester abroad, 
it can present a financial hardship. Scholarships 
ensure that students are able to study at our 
Florence Semesters in education or hospitality 
management or to take advantage of short-term 
education-abroad programs in countries such as 
Ireland, Uganda and China.   

EXPANSION OF SERVICES

SUPPORT OF SCHOLARS 
EHHS is the destination of choice for Fulbright 
Scholars, scholars funded by other U.S. 
government projects and many home-country 
funded scholars. Each year the center hosts 25 
to 30 scholars from around the world. Currently, 
we host these scholars in the center’s suite of 
offices, which also house the program staff and 
the director. To set aside a suite of offices for 
visiting scholars would enhance our reputation 
as one the premier destinations in the country for 
international research in education, health and 
human services.  

NATIONAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
For over two decades, the college has been one  
of seven places in the world visited by all National 
Teachers of the Year. We would like to continue 
this legacy, where we feature our Kappa Delta Pi 
national honorary, and the elected officers of the 
Kent Student Educators Association. The funds 
for the annual dinner, reception, hotel and airfare 
for the National Teacher of the Year would allow 
this legacy to continue for future generations of 
pre-service teachers.

GRADUATE ASSISTANTS  
While the Gerald H. Read Endowment supports 
one graduate assistant, current activity in the 
center requires two graduate assistants. Funding 
for an international student to study at EHHS and 
to work in the center would create one of the few 
funded graduate assistantships exclusively for 
international students. 

A recent study of hiring practices  
in the somewhat limited job market 

indicates that students who  
had studied abroad were more  

often selected for interviews and  
job offers than those who had not.

The center serves the College of 
Education, Health and Human Services 
(EHHS) as a global outreach center. The 
Gerald H. Read Room, located within the 
center, brings the world to our students 
through our Cultural Dialogues and 
Gerald H. Read Distinguished Lecture 
Series. It also serves as home base for 
our international students; showcases 
our faculty global outreach; and hosts 
numerous visiting delegations and 
visiting research scholars-in-residence.    

INITIATIVES IN SUPPORT OF 
GLOBAL EDUCATION 

 Freshman Sabina Yogolova selected 
Kent State’s Early Childhood Program, 
the first in the world to be authorized 
as an undergraduate International 
Baccalaureate World Schools Primary 
Years program. This program will 
enable her to teach in IB world schools 
throughout the world, as well as 
prepare her for the state of Ohio teacher’s 
license — a dual licensure that greatly expands 
her employability worldwide.  

 Working continuously with regional 
development and international agencies, 
Kent State has served as a leader in teacher 
development programs such as Creating Global 
Citizens for Moving Ohio Forward and the 
Ohio Global Teacher Institute. Both programs 
are funded by the Martha Holden Jennings 
Foundation.

 Salvador Lavigna never thought it would be 
possible for him to study in Italy. As a first-
generation college student, he is grateful for 

EHHS scholarships that helped him study 
for a semester at Kent State’s Florence, Italy 
education-abroad program, where he visited 
Montessori and Reggio Emelia schools and 
studied Italian.  

 Imouri el mustapha teaches in the Atlas 
Mountains of Morocco; mercy Labial leads 
discussions with her class in a remote island in 
the Philippines; and Saide da Silva connects 
his English class deep in the Amazon in Brazil to 
students at Kent Roosevelt High School in Ohio. 
They are among 144 of international teachers 
who spent a semester at Kent State as part of 
the U.S. Department of State’s International 
Leaders in Education Program. Not only are 
their Moroccan, Filipino and Brazilian students 
benefitting from these international scholars 
experiences, local students in Stow, Ravenna 
and Streetsboro have also been enriched in 
their classes via these international teachers. 

 With experiences in India and Turkey with Kent 
State international partners, and as part of the 
Longview Model Ohio Teacher Preparation 
Curriculum Project, Associate Professor 
Janice Kroeger redesigned her teacher 
preparation class with global competencies 
for her students. Janice and her pre-service 
students know that the young children they 
teach will need to understand a highly mobile 
world population in a highly interdependent 
world.  
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