
Communication skills top the list of what employers say they want from new hires, 
according to several recent surveys.* We’ve been preparing students to meet these 
expectations — to think analytically, reason critically, communicate effectively and 
lead responsibly — for more than 80 years.

COMMUNICATION
STUDIES

Why COMM?

Collaborative Work and Study Spaces

Communication skills are  
applicable everywhere  
and are highly sought after.  
We help students  
cultivate these skills  
through study abroad  
explorations, internships and  
extracurricular involvement. 

Develop in-demand skills 

DAY ONE
MINORS
From the 
arts to 
tech to 
business, 
the major is built  
for customization 
with a minor.

INTERNSHIPS
Start the path toward 
your career by  
gaining professional  
experience and  
earning up to six hours 
of course credit. On and off-campus 
opportunities available.

STUDENT GROUPS 
& MEDIA OUTLETS

Join one of our three 
communication- 
focused student 
groups, or work for 
one of Kent State’s 
thriving student  
media  outlets  
focused on design, 
TV, radio, video/film 
and writing  
operations.

STUDY ABROAD
Set yourself apart by gaining a 
global perspective. Choose a 
communication-based program 
in Florence, Lisbon, Prague or 
Paris —or opt for another  
destination. 

Our five concentrations, described on the back, can lead to careers with predicted growth of 8-23 percent 
over the next 10 years (national average: 7.4 percent). °

* Sources: GMAC Corporate Recruiters Survey, 2017; National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) Job Outlook 2018; Association of American 
Colleges and Universities survey “Fulfilling the American Dream: Liberal Education and the Future of Work” (2018)
° Predicted growth through 2029, Bureau of Labor Statistics (nearest percentage): Market research analysts and marketing specialists: 23 percent; inter-
pretors and translators: 18 percent; technical writers: 11 percent; public relations and fundraising managers: 10 percent; writers and authors: 8 percent

Classes are held in Taylor Hall, which underwent extensive renovations in 2017 and is situated at the center 
of campus. Communication Studies shares the space with the School of Visual Communication Design, which 
creates opportunities for partnerships between written and visual communicators in collaborative spaces.

In every workplace, communication drives work that is accomplished each day. The Communication Studies 
major at Kent State prepares students to be adaptive and ethical citizens who will thrive in the workplace, in 
the community and in a variety of careers. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION:
 

www.kent.edu/comm
330-672-2659  | comm@kent.edu

Choose the Communication Studies  
concentration that aligns most closely  
with your interests. 

Five Pathways

Relational and Workplace 
Emphasizing effective communication in the workplace 
and personal relationships, learn how to understand, 
evaluate and create messages to organize and relate in 
professional and social contexts. Acquire skills in:

Global
With an emphasis on ethical, mindful and sustainable  
global outlook, explore and redefine the world while  
gaining expertise in:

General
With an emphasis on flexiblity and choice, students can 
create a personalized concentration and tailor courses to 
their specific academic interests and career goals.  
Appropriate for students with diverse academic interests.

Media and Society
Develop the media literacy, emerging technology and  
ethical decision-making skills needed to become a  
responsible media content developer and/or information 
broker. Focus areas:

Applied
An integrated and interdisciplinary concentration that 
emphasizes how theory translates into professional 
skills; gain expertise in:

• Visual design
• Organizational  

communication

• Advanced presentational 
speaking

• Professional writing

Key Courses: Visual Design for Media: Advanced; High  
Impact Professional Speaking 
Career Paths: Public relations; web content;  
communication campaigns; promotional designer

• Intercultural interactions
• Comparative media 

systems

• International business
• Social and transnational 

justice

Key Courses: Communication and Terrorism; Social Media 
and Globalization 
Career Paths: Cultural advocacy; nonprofit and political 
work; global journalism, careers and education abroad

• Media platforms
• Strategic messaging

• Advocacy
• Content development

Key Courses: Media Use and Effects, Freedom of Speech
Career Paths: Strategic communications, social media  
manager, corporate communications, media management

• Conflict management
• Diversity

• Leadership and teamwork
• Ethics in the workplace

Key Courses: Communication and Conflict; Communication  
in Small Groups and Teams
Career Paths: Human resources; training and development; 
customer relations

@CCIKentState


