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Create your Assignment Plan

We will start with the learning outcomes you created in Step One. 

Given your outcomes, how will you know if students have achieved them? In some cases, the active verb that you used in a particular learning outcome will key you into the type of assignment(s) you may need to have as evidence of outcome achievement. 
· For example, if students will be able to “identify” or “define”, you might consider quizzes or exams. 
· If they will be able to apply the information in some way, they may be solving problems through individual homework, working with case studies, or discussing topics with peers. 
· If you used active verbs that tap higher levels of Bloom’s taxonomy, they may be exploring relationships with mind maps, defending their opinion in a journal, or creating a project with their peers. 
Consider the many options for assignment types that you have available in the online classroom. Students can have discussions, write papers, do case studies, complete problems, work on group projects, take quizzes, create a blog, write reflections, create mind maps, have debates, role play, interpret results, and more. 

In the chart below, list each learning outcome. Then, brainstorm some ways that students can demonstrate their achievement of the outcome. Think also in terms of scaffolding activities and assignments. For example, if students will be learning new information, then later applying it, will you need a “practice learning” activity such as a quiz before a larger assessment where they apply the information? Online, it is crucial to give students ways to check their understanding as their course progresses, and before large-stake assessments. 

Note: not every learning outcome will have both activities and assessments, and some assignments will likely be measuring more than one learning outcome. 

Keep in mind, also, that this is the beginning of alignment. You want to think about activities and assessments that directly measure achievement of course learning outcomes. Right now, we are just listing ideas and providing short descriptions; we are not actually creating the activities and assignments. They must be created, however, before you begin to build your course in the LMS. 




Assignment Plan

Fill in the chart below to create your assignment plan.

Note: You will create copies of this table; one for each learning outcome. Remember that you may have an assessment or activity that ties back to more than one learning outcome. 

	What is the Learning Outcome?
	

	What are some activities that students will do to practice their learning, check their understanding, etc.?
	

	What are some smaller and larger assessments where students will be applying their new knowledge?
	

	Are any of the activities or assessments listed above appropriate for small group work? Do any of them provide good opportunities for interaction?
	

	Given the activities and assignments, you may already have for this course, what will you need to edit or create (e.g., quiz questions, assignment descriptions, rubrics, discussion prompts, etc.) before you build your course in the LMS (Learning Management System)?
	

	Do you have any related note, comments, or lingering questions about assessments for this module?
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