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Introducing Archaeology Professor: Dr. Metin Eren 
 

 Dr. Metin Eren is starting his first semester here 
at Kent State, but he is no stranger to Northeast 
Ohio. Dr. Eren grew up in Cleveland, is a 
Cleveland St. Ignatius alumnus, and began his 
archaeological career with the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History when he was a high 
school student. Dr. Eren’s research focus is the 
Paleolithic (Stone Age) period.  Specifically he 
focuses on the ways our species colonized new 
and unfamiliar landscapes as they moved out of 
Africa and spread around the world. He has 
directed fieldwork in North America, Asia, 
Europe, and Africa, and often uses experimental 
archaeology to figure out all the clever ways our 
ancestors employed technology to survive. 
 

Introducing Cultural Anthropology Professor:  
Dr. Evgenia Fotiou 
 

 
Dr. Evgenia Fotiou joined the faculty in 2014 and her research takes her to South 
America, her native Greece, and beyond. She has a PhD in cultural anthropology 
and Latin American studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she 
completed doctoral research on Amazonian shamanism in Peru and its 

transformation through globalization and the 
formation of transnational tourist networks. She 
is interested in health and healing in cross-
cultural perspective and is currently completing 
a book on Amazonian sorcery while 
researching the revitalization of pre-Christian 
religion in modern Greece. She is on the board 
of directors for the Society of the Anthropology 
of Consciousness and the scientific committee 
of the International Society for the Academic 
Research on Shamanism. Dr. Fotiou is an 
expert in the anthropology of religion, 
shamanism, medical anthropology, Amazonian 
cultures and gender and teaches courses on 
these subjects. 
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Introducing Biological Anthropology Professor:  
Dr. Anthony Tosi 
 

 
Dr. Anthony Tosi also joined 
us in 2014, moving here from 
the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner (OCME) 
in New York City where he 
worked as a forensic 
biologist in the low-copy 
DNA (“Touch DNA”) group.  
He is one of only 25 people 
in the United States 
specifically trained to 
interpret low-copy DNA 
results and has testified to 
homicides in Manhattan,  
Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx.  Prior to joining the OCME, Dr. Tosi 
held postdoctoral positions at Kyoto University, Japan, and New York 
University, USA, where his work focused on the evolutionary genetics of 
Asian and African Monkeys.  At Kent, Dr. Tosi has developed a genetics 
laboratory that includes research projects in both fields: primate evolution 
and molecular forensics.  He has recently spearheaded the development of a 
five-year Memorandum of Understanding between Kent State University 
and Kyoto University that lays the foundation for collaborative studies in 
many areas of primate biology.  Dr. Tosi is also presently working with Dr. 
Linda Spurlock to develop a new Minor in Forensic Anthropology. 

NEWSLETTER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 
www.kent.edu/anthropology 

Follow us on Twitter! 
 
@AnthroKentState 
 
@TheErenLab 

A young Dr. Olaf Prufer (1930-2008) 
examines the collections.  
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We are thrilled to announce that the Mark F. Seeman Fund for 
Archaeological Research provided us with the opportunity to purchase and 
install a large kiln that will be used for several cutting edge archaeological 
experiments involving the production and use of prehistoric 
technology.  The kiln will provide students the ability to understand 
prehistoric pottery in a whole new light. Projects are planned that will allow 
students to get their hands dirty creating pottery—using the same ancient 
manufacturing methods found in prehistoric Ohio. With the addition of the 
kiln, experimental pottery can be fired in a highly controlled manner. 
Various firing temperatures and atmospheres will be explored to determine 
their effects on native clay. The results of the firing on student-made analogs 
can then be compared to the indigenous pottery collection for reference. 
Additionally, students will be able to break experimental pottery in a manner 
that will provide information about how taphonomic processes affect the 
material record. Other topics of interest relate to calculating original vessel 
size and intended use. Hands-on learning activities such as these not only 
facilitate student involvement, but also stimulate exciting new research 
questions about past human behavior. Discussions related to change in 
production techniques, firing regimes, and vessel form and function have 
already begun. 
In addition to experiments involving pottery and ceramics, the kiln will 
allow KSU archaeology faculty and graduate students to investigate the 
poorly understood process of stone tool heat treatment.  Dr. Mark Seeman, 
Professor Emeritus, along with numerous generous alumni, friends, and 
faculty set up this fund to enhance archaeological research and resources 
here at Kent State. 
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The Mark F. Seeman Fund for Archaeological 
Research- Update!  
 

 

Follow us on Twitter! 
 
@AnthroKentState 
 
@TheErenLab 

Graduate student 
Michelle Bebber 
and Dr. Linda 
Spurlock inspect 
the kiln on arrival 

The kiln is installed and all fired up  in the 
experimental archaeology lab! Notice the glow 
through the ‘peepers’. 
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On August 1st, months of discussion culminated in the signing of a five-year 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Primate Research Institute 
(PRI) of Kyoto University, Japan, and the Anthropology Department and the 
School of Biomedical Sciences at Kent State University.  It was signed by 
Provost Todd Diacon and Dean James Blank representing KSU, and Dr. 
Takakazu Yumoto, the new director of the PRI. 
This effort was initiated by the previous director, Dr. Hirohisa Hirai, and 
one of our newest faculty members, Dr. Anthony Tosi.  The MOU lays the 
foundation for collaborations in the fields of neuroscience, morphology, 
genetics, behavior and ecology of primates.  Our relationship with the PRI 
has been building steadily over the last 15 months.  Two of our graduate 
students, Emily Munger and Cody Ruiz, were each awarded an NSF-EAPSI 
fellowship to pursue research projects at the PRI in the summers of 2015 
and 2016.  In addition, three of our faculty members – Drs. Raghanti, 
Meindl, and Tosi – visited the PRI in January, February, and June and built 
a network of 14 host researchers interested in receiving Kent State graduate 
student interns.  Dr. Hirai also visited us at Kent State for two days in 
August.   
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International Collaborations Formalized with the 
Primate Research Institute, Kyoto University! 
 

 

Dr. Tosi (left) and Dr. Hirai (right) at the Kent State 
University Office of Global Education on August 26, 2016.  
The sign reads, “Welcome Dr. Hirohisa Hirai, Primate 
Research Institute, Kyoto University.” 
  

Visit our 
website to 
read graduate 
student blog 
posts from 
Japan 
 
www.kent.edu/anthropology 

Emily Munger at 
Kiyomizu-dera Temple, 
Kyoto 

Cody Ruiz in the lab at 
the Primate Research 
Institute 
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The Department of Anthropology proudly announces establishment of an 
endowed fund to support doctoral student research in biological 
anthropology.  The account became “fully funded” as of January 2016.  
(Full funding means that the account reached the threshold of $25,000 to be 
classified as a restricted account.  This means that the principal cannot be 
spent, but interest earned on that principal is available annually for the 
Department to spend.)  As of September 2016, the fund has $26,500.  
Beginning January 2017, the Department of Anthropology will receive 
approximately $1,000 every year to spend on supporting doctoral student 
research (e.g., travel or equipment purchases for dissertation research, 
presentation of research at professional conferences, and supplementation of 
graduate student assistantship awards).  Discussions between Richard 
Meindl, former Chair of the Department, and Robert Tague, alumnus (MA 
1980 and PhD 1986), about establishment of the endowed fund began in 
summer 2012, with formal fundraising beginning in fall 2013.  Although 
information about donors and the amounts of their donations is confidential 
between them and the Foundation Office, many people told us of their 
participation, including doctoral and master’s graduates, faculty, Dean 
James Blank of the College of Arts and Sciences, and friends who have no 
affiliation with Kent State University.  This endowed fund is a great asset to 
the Department for two reasons.  First, it provides valuable financial support 
– every year – to doctoral students to help them in their research.  Second, it 
provides programmatic appeal for potential applicants to the graduate 
program in biological anthropology.  We consider establishment of the 
endowed account to be the first milestone.  We want to continue increasing 
the amount of the principal in the account (and, more importantly, 
increasing the amount of awards to doctoral students).  Our long-term goal 
is to augment the fund by $10,000 every seven years.  We can achieve this 
target if 15 people donate $100 each year.  Please consider being one of the 
15 people.  You do not have to donate every year, but consider doing so 
once every other year.  Here is information on how you can help.  Checks 
should be made payable to:  Kent State University Foundation.  You can 
also pay by Mastercard or Visa; call the Foundation Office at 330-672-
2222.  Include our account number – 34363 – on your check or letter 
accompanying your payment.  The title of our account is “Department of 

Anthropology Endowed Fund-Graduate Student Research.”  The postal 
address is:  Kent State University Foundation, P.O. Box 5190, Kent State 
University, Kent OH 44242.   
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Department of Anthropology Endowed Fund for 
Graduate Student Research 
 

 

Follow us on Twitter! 
 
@AnthroKentState 
 
@TheErenLab 
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Make sure that you get some receipt from the Foundation showing that the 
donation is credited to the correct account, or send an e-mail message to Mr. 
David Grober (dgrober@kent.edu) so that he can double check.  Mr. Grober 
is Senior Director of Advancement, College of Arts and Sciences, Kent 
State University.  He is our liaison between the College and Foundation 
Office.  The Foundation Office will send you a letter acknowledging receipt 
of the donation, and the donation is tax deductible.  Finally, we gratefully 
acknowledge Ms. Susan Marks, Director of Advancement in the College of 
Arts and Sciences (now retired), for expertly guiding us through the process 
of establishing the account. 
  
Contributed by: Robert Tague 
Earleene Nolan Sanders Alumni Professor 
Department of Geography and Anthropology 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
e-mail: rtague@lsu.edu 
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Kent State Biological Anthropology Reunion- Celebrating Over 3 Decades 
of Success! 
 

 

Department of Anthropology Endowed Fund for 
Graduate Student Research - continued 
 

 

Alumni and faculty gathered in Lowry Hall for a reception. Pictured left to right: Bruce Latimer, Ph.D. ‘90, Bob Tague, Ph.D. 
‘86, Michael Selby, Ph.D. ‘12, John Reeves, M.A. ‘91, Phil Reno, Ph.D. ‘06, Martin Cohn, M.A. ’94, Ph.D., Kevin Kern, M.A., ’86, 
Ph.D., Katherine Russell, Ph.D. ‘96, C. Owen Lovejoy, Melanie McCullum, PhD. ‘95, Richard Meindl, Robert Walker, Ph.D. ‘88, 
Linda Spurlock, Ph.D. ‘01, Mary Ann Raghanti, Ph.D. ‘07, Jeff Hudson, Ph.D. ‘02, Scott Simpson, Ph.D ‘92. Not pictured: 
Marilyn Norconk, Ph.D., Steve Ward, Ph.D., Stephanie Belovich, Ph.D. ‘99, Melissa Edler, Ph.D. ‘16 
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Owen Lovejoy, Rich Meindl, and that grad student from 1982 that got lost in the sub-basement 

Kent State Biological Anthropology Reunion- 
Celebrating Over 3 Decades of Success! 
 

 

Kevin Kern and that enviable tie 

Steve Ward, Linda Spurlock, and Stephanie Belovich 

Bruce Lattimer, Mary Ann Raghanti, and Owen Lovejoy 

Scott Simpson, Rob Walker, and Kathy Russell 

Melanie McCullum waxes poetic 
about Steve Ward’s mentoring 

Marty Cohn shares a laugh with 
Owen Lovejoy 

Rich Meindl and 
Kathy Russell 
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(Bob) Tague is among if not the quintessential graduate of the Kent State 
Graduate Program  in Biological Anthropology. Graduating from Duke in 
1973 he joined the KSU program shortly thereafter, and held virtually every 
possible position as a graduate student during his tenure in the program 
(from an "Upward Bound" instructor and  teaching assistant in 
anthropology courses at Kent to instructor in the gross anatomy class at 
(then) NEOUCOM). He received his M.A. in 1980 and his PH.D. in 1986, 
joining the faculty at Louisiana State shortly thereafter. Much of his 
research career has been devoted to honing our understanding of the 
morphological structure of the mammalian pelvis, its special role in 
parturition, and the various structural interactions it exhibits with its equally 
important role in locomotion. Bob's attention to detail and  scrupulous  care 
in its description and analysis are almost legendary . He is known to have 
worked on some topics for years before finally reaching his conclusions 
with respect to his carefully crafted hypotheses—indeed, he has visited over 
50 different museums in his efforts to obtain all the data necessary to test 
them. He is almost equally famous for his dogged determination not to 
expend funds where unnecessary in conducting his research travels (i.e., 
riding Greyhound busses).  His work is highly cited and his first paper 
("The obstetric pelvis of A.L. 288 1") is still quoted as frequently today as it 
was after it was originally published in 1986. Bob has played an integral 
role in the graduate program at LSU and has been honored  by appointment 
to no less than two named professorships in his tenure there; the James J. 
Parsons Professorship in Geography and Anthropology and the Earleene 
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Bob Tague, Ph.D. ‘86 
Photo courtesy of Robert Walker, Ph.D. ‘88 

If you would like to make a donation to the Mark F. Seeman Fund 
for Archaeological Research or the Endowed Fund for Graduate 
Student Research, visit our website to follow the link to make a 
donation or contact David Grober at dgrober@kent.edu or 330-
672-5297 

Nolan Sanders Alumni Professorship. He has won (not 
surprisingly) numerous teaching awards and has served as a 
Chair or member "of about every departmental committee 
ever established in Department of Geography and 
Anthropology" at LSU. His most recent endeavor has been 
his initiation and successful establishment of the endowed 
account to support doctoral student research at Kent State, 
and as the primary organizer of the recent gala reunion 
attended by a surprising number of graduates and teaching 
faculty at Kent State. Bob thus serves as the prime example 
of the success of the KSU program and as an almost perfect 
example of how our graduates are dedicated to furthering 
our understanding of human evolution.  
 

Bob Tague holds a Clovis style 
fluted point manufactured by new 
faculty member Dr. Metin Eren in 
honor of his contributions. 
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