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Andrea J. Christoff 

M.A. Masters of Education 

Baldwin Wallace College, 2006 

 

B. B. A. Human Resources 

University of Toledo, 1984 

 

Andrea is a former social studies teacher with over nine years of experience 

educating middle schoolers. In her capacity as a graduate assistant at Kent 

State in the Teaching, Learning, and Curriculum department, Andrea taught 

several middle childhood and adolescent/young adult social studies 

introductory, methods, and practicum courses. Her research interests include 

the intersection between teacher identity development and global citizenship 

education as well as how critical and postcolonial forms of citizenship 

education can reshape social studies and teacher education.  

Andrea has presented at a variety of state, national, and international 

conferences on social studies research with topics surrounding decolonizing 

citizenship education, global citizenship pedagogy and global citizenship 

education in the International Baccalaureate. For instance, she presented with 

Dr. Elizabeth Kenyon at the American Educational Research Association on 

citizen science, where they shared a publication with Dr. Sonya Wisdom, and 

with Dr. Robin Dever at the International Baccalaureate Educator 

Conference. Andrea’s publications have appeared in peer reviewed journals 

such as Social Studies Research & Practice, the Journal of Social Studies 

Research, and the Oregon Journal of the Social Studies. Her career goal is to 

support future and current social studies teachers in their quest to provide 

meaningful, just, equitable, and relevant curriculum and instruction for the 

flourishment of democratic societies in a globalized world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locating Teachers’ Perceptions and Practice of Global Citizenship: A Case 

Study of Three Teachers in the International Baccalaureate Middle Years 

Programme 

Abstract 

The purpose of my study was to investigate and understand how teaching in 

an International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Programme (MYP) 

Individuals and Societies (I & S) classroom can influence a teacher’s 

perceptions and understandings of global citizenship as well as their global 

citizenship pedagogy.  

In this multiple case study, three IB MYP I & S teachers in two different 

districts were interviewed and observed with teacher created artifacts 

collected. Select official IB documents were also collected and analyzed to 

gain an understanding of how IB MYP promotes global citizenship 

education.  

The findings revealed it mattered where an MYP I&S teacher placed the IB 

in their decision making as to what type of connection was made between 

what IB proposed for global citizenship and what the teacher perceived and 

practiced. Placing IB at the front of their instructional decisions had the 

potential to push the boundaries of teacher global citizenship education 

pedagogy.  

Implications from this study tell us teachers need to buy in to IB as a means 

to teaching for global citizenship for it be beneficial to their pedagogical 

development. For social studies and teacher identity development, the study 

reflects the numerous constraints and tensions present in the systems 

surrounding teachers and the curriculum. Future research is needed to 

identify what systems and contexts support teacher global citizenship identity 

and pedagogical development for critical global citizenship education to gain 

a foothold in social studies classrooms.    
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