
 

 

 
50th Commemoration Advisory Committee 

Meeting Summary, July 17, 2019 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
President Diacon  Ethan Lower Alan Canfora * 
Chic Canfora * Mindy Farmer Rod Flauhaus    
Amoaba Gooden Paul Haridakis  Nick Kollar  
Jerry Lewis Amy Reynolds  Char Reed (guest) 
 
* indicates joined meeting by phone 
 
PRESIDENT’S UPDATE 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 5:30 p.m. by Char Reed who welcomed 
everyone and proceeded to discuss the agenda for the meeting, before turning it over to 
President Diacon. 
 
President Diacon proceeded to welcome and thank the members for meeting during the 
summer break. Explained that his priorities for this group are to focus on possible speakers 
during the year and finalize planning for the commemoration weekend. 
 
Discussions were held with members about various speaker possibilities. The group also 
discussed the importance of having a diverse and well-rounded panel of speakers throughout 
the year to present various viewpoints and perspectives about the May 4 legacy. President 
Diacon indicated that Rod will research availability and fees for the suggestions. 
 
President Diacon also indicated that he has invited Chic Canfora to be the keynote speaker for 
the freshman convocation in the August. 
 
President Diacon concluded his portion of the meeting by outlining his vision for having smaller 
teams focus on specific areas of the commemoration weekend planning. He indicated that the 
next Advisory Committee meeting will focus more on how this new concept will work along 
with the goals, deadlines and operations for the project teams. 
 
Members indicated the need to ensure that in addition to the programming for the weekend 
we also look at important issues such as special recognitions, safety and dealing with the media.  
 
 
  



 

 

GENERAL DISCUSSIONS 
The Advisory Committee also discussed a number of ideas to examine throughout the year. 
These included: 

• Internal communications to faculty, staff and students; 
• Development of a crisis management team; 
• Having professionals on campus to deal with issues relating to trauma and PTSD; 

 
The final portion of the meeting was devoted to discussing future meeting dates and the goals 
for the remainder of the semester. It was agreed that the next meeting would focus solely on a 
plan for finalizing commemoration weekend. 
 
All members were encouraged to attend the opening events of the 50th commemoration on 
July 31st and August 1st. A report/summary of the Educators Summit will be presented at the 
next meeting as well. 
 
The meeting concluded at approximately 6:40 pm. 
 
 


