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Active Learning In Physically Distanced 
Classrooms 

The chart below outlines some common active learning strategies for use in physically distanced classrooms and corresponding 
approaches appropriate for remote teaching with both synchronous and asynchronous approaches. 
  

Goal F2F Active 
Learning 
Activity 

Remote - Synchronous Remote-Asynchronous Physical Distanced 
Classroom 

Encourage 
active 
engagement 

Think-pair-share 
or Small Group 
Discussion 

Use breakout meeting rooms 
in Blackboard Collaborate 
Ultra to simulate small group 
discussions. 

Pose an equivalent question to the 
asynchronous students, either in 
video or text, and ask the students 
to respond in a small group 
discussion forum.  Examples 
include the Blackboard discussion 
board, Padlet, and Slack. The 
group reports can be shared to the 
larger class discussion forum.  
  
 

Pose a question to be answered 
by small groups (3-5 students). 
Could use a Blackboard 
Collaborate Ultra breakout room 
and/or google doc to help with 
communication. Could send pairs 
out of class for easier socially 
distanced discussion elsewhere on 
campus with set return time, have 
discussion outside of class time 
and report during class or outside 
of class. Using 
headphones/microphones to 
communicate on various online 
platforms may help with excessive 
noise. 
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Engage/ Check 
understanding 

Polling Use the polling or status 
features in Blackboard 
Collaborate Ultra or another 
online polling system to ask 
questions and show 
responses in real-time.  
Additional examples include 
PollEverywhere, TopHat, 
Turning Technologies, Quizlet 
Live and Kahoot. 

Use anonymous survey feature in 
Blackboard Collaborate Ultra and 
share out the results in a class 
announcement, email, or within the 
module.  Some online polling 
systems, such as Kahoot, also 
permit asynchronous play. 

Use polling through classroom 
response systems and share 
results with the class.  Alternatively 
use systems such as Plickers or 
raised hands. 
 
 
 

Engage 
students 

Partial 
Outlines/PPTs 
provided for 
lecture 

Create a set of class notes 
with blanks for important 
information and share on 
Blackboard. Encourage 
students to fill in the blanks 
during the class session. 

Create a set of class notes with 
blanks for important information 
and share on Blackboard. 
Encourage students to fill in the 
blanks while viewing the class 
session.  

Create a set of class notes with 
blanks for important information. 
Encourage students to fill in the 
blanks during the class session. 

Engage Interrupted 
Lectures 

Break up your synchronous 
presentation by stopping for a 
quick activity, such as 
responding to a question in 
chat, completing a sentence, 
or completing another task 
like polling, etc.  

In your recorded videos, insert 
points for students to pause and 
reflect on what was just said, 
complete an activity such as 
answer some quick questions 
using a quiz function.  Kaltura can 
be used for this.  

Pause during your lecture to ask a 
question, give a poll, or ask 
students to answer a prompt. 

Monitor/ assess 
understanding 

Minute papers Pose a question or two and 
have students submit 
responses either on Google 
doc or in Blackboard.  
Instructors may ask for some 
students to share their 
responses or summarize with 
the whole class.  

Pose a question or two in a 
discussion forum and have 
students respond.  Instructors may 
follow up by sharing a selection of 
responses or summary of their 
responses with the whole class. 

Pose a question or two and have 
students write a response.  
Students can turn these in at the 
end of class. Instructors may ask 
for some students to share a 
selection of responses or summary 
of their responses with the whole 
class. 
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Monitor/assess 
understanding 

Muddiest point Encourage students to identify 
any unclear or “muddy 
points”. Have students submit 
responses on Google doc, 
Padlet.  Instructors may ask 
for some students to share 
their responses or summarize 
with the whole class. 

Encourage students to identify any 
unclear or “muddy points”. Have 
students submit responses either 
on Google doc, on Padlet, on a 
Discussion board in Blackboard or 
using a video response. 

(1) Have students use post-it 
notes to share their 
muddiest point and 
instructor can discuss with 
the class.  Make sure that 
student post responses 
one at a time to ensure 
physical distancing. 

(2) Students can share their 
muddiest point using a 
online poll or anonymous 
Google doc. 

 

Strengthen 
understanding 

Concept map Use the Whiteboard or other 
online tools in breakout rooms 
(within Ultra) to have students 
work collaboratively in real-
time to add to a concept map. 
Students must save work in 
breakout rooms by taking a 
screenshot of the Whiteboard. 

Use an online tool such as 
Mindmeister or Google Draw to 
have students work collaboratively 
to add to the concept map over the 
course of a module.  

Have students work in small 
groups in real-time to add to 
concept maps on large sheets of 
paper.  Students must add to the 
map one at a time to ensure 
appropriate physical distancing. 

Providing/ 
getting 
feedback on 
work in 
progress 

Peer review Have students share drafts 
prior to class and then enter 
breakout groups on 
Blackboard Collaborate Ultra 
for discussion/feedback. 
 
 

Students post drafts in Blackboard.  
Partner(s) read/view and respond 
using the anonymous peer review 
option within Blackboard. 

Students exchange drafts, 
comment and share comments at 
a safe physical distance.  
Communication may be enhanced 
via chatting on Group.Me, Google  
Meet, Discord or WhatsApp among 
others.   
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