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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

 
Okay, first things first. 

The program our Past-Chair Jason Schnittker planned for the Chicago 
meetings was a great success and the papers presented in the two 
sessions reflect continued diversity in substantive topics, methodologies 
and theoretical perspectives in sociological research on mental health.  

The work produced by recipients of our section’s two paper awards also 
reflects the rich diversity in sociological research on the social 
determinants of mental health. I would like to take this opportunity to once 
again congratulate Ning Hsieh who received the 2015 Award for the Best 
Dissertation in Mental Health for her paper, “Social Networks, Social 
Support, and Mental Health in Cross-National Comparative Perspective.” I 
look forward to reading Ning’s forthcoming article in the Journal of Health 
and Social Behavior. 

Hats Off to Anna Mueller and Seth Abrutyn – the recipients of this year’s 
Award for the Best Publication in Mental Health – for their 2015 article, 
“Suicidal Disclosures among Friends: Using Social Network Data to 
Understand Suicide Suggestion,” that was published in JHSB. Anna and 
Seth had a great year and received three other section awards (from 
Medical Sociology, Sociology of Emotions, and Children and Youth) for 
papers on this topic that appeared in Sociological Theory and the 
American Sociological Review. I hope that Ning, Anna and Seth have found 
a welcoming “home” in our section, and that they become actively 
involved in it in years to come. 

Last but not least, I’m thrilled that David Takeuchi received the 2015 
Pearlin Award for his lifetime contributions to research and pivotal 
leadership in the area of immigrant mental health. David’s talk on the 
history of sociological thinking about immigrant mental health, which is 
summarized in this newsletter and will be published in Society and Mental 
Health, was fascinating and I learned a great deal from it. 

After our consideration of the abundance of papers we read for the two 
paper awards – as well as the many strong nominations we received for 
the Pearlin Award – members of this past year’s Awards Committee, 
chaired by Bruce Link, unanimously agreed that the future of our section 

Greetings and welcome to the Mental Health 
Section’s fall newsletter! I hope you’re 
enjoying this beautiful time of the year. When 
you get a moment please take a look at the 
newsletter, which contains several items of 
interest – including information about the 
Special Issue of Society and Mental Health, 
upcoming conferences as well as profiles of 
graduate students on the market. 
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Message from the Chair (continued) 
is in very good shape. Please start thinking 
about nominating papers and people for the 
2016 awards. 

By any measure, I think you would all agree 
that the memorial for our beloved colleague 
Len Pearlin was the highlight of the Chicago 
meetings both for us as individuals and for our 
section as a collectivity. I personally found the 
many and varied testimonials inspiring, and 
am grateful to Carol Anshensel, Bill Avision 
and Jason for organizing this beautiful event.  
Having the entire Pearlin Family present for 
the memorial made it that much more special 
and heartfelt. I hope that Gerrie and Len’s 
children and grandson found comfort in the 
love and admiration we have for him. 

With respect to plans for next year’s program, 
our membership count at the close of 2015 is 
sufficient to get two section-sponsored 
sessions for the 2016 meetings in Seattle.  
Tetyana Pudrovska (UT-Austin) and Jennifer 
Caputo (IU) will be organizing paper sessions 
on Social Relationships and Mental Health and 
Social Inequalities and Mental Health, 
respectively. 

Elbert Almazan (Central Michigan University) 
will be organizing the “regular session” on 
mental health that the ASA offers us each year. 
Keep in mind that Elbert is able to request 
additional sessions from ASA if he receives 
more papers than could fit into a single 
session. And Cathy Johnson, Chair of the Social 
Psychology Section of ASA, has kindly agreed 
to devote one or more roundtables for papers 
on mental health. I’ll send an email blast with 
information about submitting your papers for 
the 2016 ASA meetings when the call comes 
out in the next month or so. 

Since this is my first newsletter, I want to take 
this opportunity to thank outgoing council 
members and committee chairs – Alex 
Bierman, Ellen Granberg, Janet Hankin, Sigrun 
Olafsdottir and Karen Van Gundy – for their 
service to the section. I’m grateful to Bill 
Avison, Mathew Grace, Bruce Link, Elaine 
Wethington and Eric Wright for continuing on 
in their respective positions this year.  Special 
thanks go to Richard Adams and Struther Van 

Horn for their continued work as Newsletter 
Editors as well as Jason for his leadership as 
section Chair this past year. Finally, I want to 
extend a warm welcome to Robyn Lewis 
Brown, Andre Christie-Mizell and Stephanie 
Hartwell who cycled into their various 
positions.  I’ll keep Kristi Williams, the Chair-
Elect of our section, informed of all 
developments that emerge this year to insure a 
smooth transition after next year’s meetings. 

One last thing: Although I’m not a race scholar, 
I want to direct your attention to Ta’Nehisi 
Coates’ new book Between the World and Me, 
which provides penetrating insight into the 
emotional and health consequences of 
persistent racial prejudice and discrimination 
in the U.S. Coates, who just received one of the 
coveted McArthur Genius Awards, has been 
nominated for the 2016 ASA Award for 
Excellence in the Reporting of Social Issues. 

Well, that’s all the news I have at the moment. 
I’ll continue sending weekly email blasts with 
announcements and other relevant 
information. In the meantime, please send me 
announcements you would like to share with 
section members and don’t hesitate to email 
me suggestions for our section as well as the 
2016 program. All my best, Robin Simon 
Mental Health Section 2015 Award Winners 
Bruce Link, Awards Committee Chair 
Leonard I. Pearlin Award for Distinguished 
Contributions. This Award carries the name of 
the highly influential and deeply respected 
mental health sociologist Leonard Pearlin. It 
goes to a scholar who has made substantial 
contributions to the sociology of mental health 
in theory and/or research. In 2015 the award 
went to David Takeuchi, Boston College.  
There are so many reasons that David is 
deserving of this award but prominent among 
them are the breadth and depth of his 
scholarship, his outstanding mentoring and his 
tireless and very effective leadership for the 
sociology of mental health. 
Concerning his scholarship Linda Burton of 
Duke University put it this way in her letter 
nominating David, “He tackles the “big-
science” socially-relevant research questions 
concerning understudied and disadvantaged 
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populations.  It almost goes without repeating 
that his work, especially on Asian American 
and Latino populations, has “gone where no 
work has gone before,” and that it is broadly 
accessible to the field with David having 
produced a plethora of highly-visible, peer-
reviewed journal articles and scientific 
presentations at national and international 
conferences.” 

Concerning mentoring scholar after scholar, 
upon hearing about our choice of David 
delivered glowing, detailed, and extensive 
accounts of his capacity to mentor.  In fact one 
of his mentees, a psychologist, traveled from 
the west coast to Chicago on her own dime to 
come to a convention of sociologists to hear 
David’s talk and attend the dinner to honor 
him. 

Concerning his leadership on behalf of the 
sociology of mental health David has worked 
tirelessly to keep a keen eye focused on 
mental health disparities at the NIH and at 
foundations such as Robert Wood Johnson and 
Russell Sage.  But perhaps David’s most 
distinctive attribute, one that is beautifully 
nestled within his outstanding scholarship is 
his “lovability,” everyone adores this man.  It 
is the first thing that comes out of their mouths 
when they speak about him. Again Linda 
Burton captures this perfectly in her 
nominating letter, “David is beyond humble 
and almost unilaterally does his incredible 
good deeds for the discipline behind the 
scenes.  While we are likely to embarrass him 
a bit if he is selected for this award, let us put 
him in the spotlight, if only for a moment, for all 
to see a near-perfect model of an 
extraordinary scholar and humanitarian who 
has profoundly influenced the science of the 
sociology of mental health and also 
demonstrated the kind of scientist and mentor 
we all should aspire to be.”  Congratulations to 
David Takeo Takeuchi! 

The award for Best Publication. This award is 
given for the best published article, book or 
chapter in the area of the sociology of mental 
health. In 2015, the Award went to Anna 
Mueller and Seth Abrutyn for their paper 
“Suicidal disclosures among friends: Using 
social network data to understand suicide 

contagion” that was published in the Journal of 
Health and Social Behavior, 2015, 56: 131-148. 
We came to this decision after considering 
literally scores of articles published in the 
major sociological and psychiatric journals.  
The paper used data from ADDHEALTH to 
deepen understanding of suicide contagion. 
The aspect the committee found especially 
appealing was the strategic use of information 
as to whether a suicide attempt had been 
disclosed to others. When attempts were 
disclosed to alters (alters were also in the 
study) emotional distress and suicidality were 
higher in those alters. But when an attempt was 
not disclosed alters showed no elevation in 
such outcomes. It was a beautiful piece of 
reasoning that cleverly used extant data to 
reveal a finding of significant sociological 
importance. 

The award for Best Dissertation. The 2015 
award went to Ning Hsieh, University of 
Pennsylvania, for her paper “Economic 
Security, Social Cohesion, and Depression 
Disparities in Transitional Societies: A 
Comparison of Older Adults in China and 
Russia.” The committee chose it for the clarity 
of its logic line, the sophistication of the 
analysis and the importance of its findings. But 
perhaps most of all the Committee admired it 
for having tackled a large and important 
question in a strategic and illuminating way.  
Committee member Jason Schnittker had to 
recuse himself from the deliberations 
concerning the dissertation award as he is Dr. 
Hsieh’s mentor. We all congratulate Ning for 
this very propitious start to her career. 
Award Photos by Don Lloyd 

 
David Takeuchi, Pearlin Award Winner 
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Anna Mueller, Seth Abrutyn, Best Publication 

 
Ning Hsieh, Best Dissertation 

Mental Health among Immigrants 

David Takeuchi 
My talk to accept the Leonard Pearlin Award at 
the Business meeting of the Sociology of 
Mental Health section consisted of two parts. 
The second part of my talk discussed the 
substance of my paper, New Wine in Old 
Bottles: Immigration, Immigrants, and Mental 
Health, that will appear in the Journal of Health 
and Social Behavior in late 2016. Immigrants 
and their health including mental health have 
been a prominent public policy issue and an 
enduring research topic. In my talk, I 
considered some of the major themes that have 
been used to characterize the mental health of 
immigrants. For example, at the turn of the 
20th century, immigrants were seen as inferior, 
untrustworthy, unassimilable and consequently 
more likely to be considered mentally unfit. 
Fast forward to current research, some 
immigrant groups are considered a paradox 
because their generally lower rate of mental 

health problems (compared to the US born) is 
not what is commonly expected given their 
social position in the US. I addressed whether 
these past paradigms are sufficient for 
examining mental health issues among 
immigrants in contemporary society. The rest 
of the talk was spent rethinking some concepts 
and applying them to the study mental health 
among immigrants. For example, I disentangle 
the structural and cultural facets of 
acculturation, a concept that is commonly used 
in research on immigrants and mental health, 
that may help provide more clarity about how 
each may be associated with mental health 
problems. 

The first part of my talk was personal and 
acknowledged the institutions and the people 
who contributed to my career arc. I could write 
a book about the many influences on my life 
and scholarship, but in this space, let me focus 
on a key institution and a few sociologists. The 
ASA Minority Fellowship Program was 
instrumental in my becoming a sociologist. I 
dropped out of the doctoral program after 
completing my MA in sociology and spent 
about 10 years working for non-profit 
organizations in Hawaii conducting evaluation 
and needs assessment studies. The MFP 
provided the validation and opportunity to 
return and complete my doctoral studies. 
Without the MFP, I would never have received 
my Ph.D.  Shortly after receiving my Ph.D., Phil 
Leaf, who was then at Yale, offered me a two-
year postdoctoral fellowship in mental health 
services research. The fellowship was 
transformative. Not only did I learn more about 
the sociology of mental health, epidemiology, 
and services research, but I also met David R. 
Williams, who has remained a collaborator, 
confidant and friend. During my last fellowship 
year, I met Linda Burton, who like David 
Williams, inspired and supported me through 
the usual highs and lows of a career. Bernice 
Pescosolido helped me enter a tenure-track 
faculty position. She was part of a panel 
conducting a site visit of a center at UCLA that I 
was part of. At the time, I was enjoying my 
position as a researcher at the center in a non-
academic position. Bernice, at the site visit, 
noted to UCLA administrators that it was 
problematic that I did not have a tenure-track 
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faculty position. Shortly thereafter, I was able 
to apply for and receive a tenure-track position 
at UCLA. Bernice has remained an exceptional 
source of support and ever so quick to respond 
to my questions and requests.  Amy Yamashita, 
while not a sociologist by training but one in 
spirit, has been a consistent and patient 
supporter and mentor. One of her major 
accomplishments includes helping me learn to 
write which was not an easy task. As 
mentioned, I could go on, but I won’t. Suffice it 
to say, my career journey has been enjoyable 
not only because of the research I have done, 
but because of the exceptional scholars that I 
have had the good fortune to meet and who 
became dear friends along the way. 

Nominations Being Accepted For 2016 
Mental Health Section Awards 

1) Leonard I. Pearlin Award for 
Distinguished Contributions 
The ASA Sociology of Mental Health 
Section solicits nominations for the 
Leonard I. Pearlin Award for distinguished 
contributions to the sociological study of 
mental health.  The award honors a scholar 
who has made substantial contributions in 
theory and/or research to the sociology of 
mental health. Thanks to a generous 
donation from Leonard Pearlin, the section 
has created this annual award. Section 
members are encouraged to submit 
nominations and self-nominations are 
welcome. Please consider your colleagues 
whose contributions merit special 
recognition of their accomplishments. 
Please send nominations and a CV of the 
nominee by January 15, 2016 to Bruce 
Link, Sociology Department, 1206 Watkins 
Hall, University of California, Riverside, 
Riverside, CA 92521 or by e-mail to 
bruce.link@ucr.edu. 

2) Award for Best Publication in Mental 
Health 
The ASA Sociology of Mental Health 
solicits nominations for the Best 
Publication Award. This award is given for 
the best published article, book or chapter 
in the area of the sociology of mental 
health. The publication date needs to have 
been between 2014 and 2016. In addition, 

the awards committee will conduct a 
search of published works for candidates 
for this award. Section members are 
encouraged to submit nominations. Self-
nominations are welcome. Please consider 
your colleagues whose work merits this 
recognition. Please send a letter on 
nomination for the award by April 1, 2016 
to Bruce Link, Sociology Department, 1206 
Watkins Hall, University of California, 
Riverside, Riverside, CA 92521 or by e-
mail to bruce.link@ucr.edu. 

3) Award for Best Dissertation in Mental 
Health 
The ASA Sociology of Mental Health 
section solicits nominations for the best 
doctoral dissertation in the area of the 
sociology of mental health. The 
dissertation should have been completed 
within the academic years of 2014-2015 or 
2015-2016. Section Members are 
encouraged to submit nominations. Self-
nominations are also welcome. Please 
send a letter of nomination and a paper 
based on the dissertation Or dissertation 
synopsis) by April 1, 2016 to Bruce Link, 
Bruce Link, Sociology Department, 1206 
Watkins Hall, University of California, 
Riverside, Riverside, CA 92521 or by e-
mail to bruce.link@ucr.edu. 

 
Mental Health Sessions, 2016 Meetings 

Regular Session on Mental Health 
Organizer: Elbert Almazan, Central Michigan 
University, Email: almaz1ep@cmich.edu 

The Regular Session on Mental Health is open 
to any topics in the sociology of mental health. 
More than one session is possible if there are a 
large number of submissions. 

Mental Health Section Sponsored Sessions: 
Tetyana Pudrovska (University of Texas-
Austin) will be organizing a paper session on 
Social Relationships and Mental Health. Email: 
tpudrovs@austin.utexas.edu 

Jennifer Caputo, Indiana University, 
Bloomington will be organizing a paper 
session on Social Inequalities in Mental Health, 
Email: jenniferlcaputo@gmail.com 



ASA MENTAL HEALTH NEWSLETTER  FALL, 2015 
 

6 
AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION SECTION ON MENTAL HEALTH HTTP://WWW.KENT.EDU/SOCIOLOGY/MENTALHEALTH/INDEX.CFM 

Graduate and Post-Doctoral Students on the 
Job Market 

Zinobia Bennefield 
Texas A&M University 
zinobia1@tamu.edu 

Zinobia Bennefield is an 
American Sociological 
Association Minority 
Fellowship Program 
Fellow (cohort 42) with a 
sponsorship through 
Sociologists for Women 

in Society. She is a PhD candidate at Texas A&M 
University. Her research interests include 
medical sociology, racial stratification with a 
focus on race and socioeconomic disparities in 
mental and physical health, intersectionality, 
and institutional inequality within the health care 
system. Zinobia has constructed a research 
agenda which involves the study of the 
sociology of health and illness, utilizing a critical 
race theoretical perspective in health research, 
and using a mixed methodological approach to 
create pragmatic suggestions for the eradication 
of health disparities. In a 2014 Social Science and 
Medicine article, she used a historical 
comparative methodological approach to 
analyze the persistence of institutional racism 
within the health care system. In a 2015, 
American Journal of Health Education article, she 
challenged the notion that education has the 
same impact on women of different races, and 
argued that specialized health campaigns 
geared specifically to the cultural realities of 
women of color, independent of educational 
level, are essential in closing health awareness 
gaps. This article won the Ruth Schaffer Best 
Paper award from the department of sociology at 
Texas A&M University. Her dissertation entitled 
“Multiple Dimensions of Stratification in 
Adolescent Mental Health: A Moderated 
Mediation Analysis” utilizes the National 
Comorbidity Survey Adolescent Supplement to 
explore the complexities of adolescent mental 
health and extends the theoretical and 
methodological literature concerning the 
relationship between socioeconomic status, 
race, gender, social support and mental health. 

Please Encourage Membership 
in our Section! Be Sure to 
Renew YOUR Membership. 
Remember to recommend our 
section to graduate students. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Special Issue of Society and Mental Health 

Society and Mental Health seeks scholarship on 
public sector mental health, with a focus on the 
role of structural and behavioral correlates of 
mental health disparities and the 
consequences of social inequality for those 
systems which meet the needs of individuals 
with severe mental disorders. Of particular 
interest is scholarship which explores the role 
of the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid 
expansion. Manuscripts which elucidate the 
unique contributions sociologists can make to 
mental health services research are also 
welcome. Articles will be peer reviewed and 4 
to 6 papers selected for inclusion in this 
special issue.  The guest editor will provide a 
brief historic overview of developments in 
public mental health care. Manuscripts due 
March 15, 2016; please submit papers using 
the journal’s on-line submission system.  

Call for Papers 

The Editors of Psychiatric Rehabilitation 
Journal are soliciting papers for a special issue 
that will be devoted to the topic of research on 
disability policy as it pertains to people with 
psychiatric disabilities and behavioral health 
conditions. 

This special issue aims to advance the state of 
knowledge and expertise regarding policies 
relevant to improving rehabilitation services 
for and the quality of life of people with 
psychiatric disabilities and complex, chronic 
behavioral health conditions. 

High quality research is sought on the effects of 
federal, state, and local government disability 
and related policies on access to, quality, cost, 
and utilization of psychiatric rehabilitation 
services, behavioral health, quality of life, and 
well-being. 
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Rigorous research with significant implications 
for future policy development to better support 
people with behavioral health challenges is 
also welcomed. 

We are particularly interested in evaluations of 
large-scale demonstrations at the national, 
state, and local government levels, studies 
utilizing data from nationally representative 
surveys, and rigorous quantitative analyses, 
although policy analyses and large-scale 
qualitative studies with clear disability policy 
implications are also welcomed. 

Policies of interest include, but are not limited 
to, those affecting disability determination, 
disability benefit application and receipt, 
employment, income support, housing and 
homelessness, education, health, child welfare, 
criminal and juvenile justice, peer support, 
family and other caretakers, defense 
personnel, and veterans. 

We are interested in how policies directed at 
broader populations specifically affect people 
with behavioral health challenges; therefore, 
although the policies examined or implicated 
may be more broadly targeted, all papers 
must specifically include analyses pertaining 
directly to psychiatric disability and 
behavioral health conditions. 

Guest Editor Crystal R. Blyler, PhD, Senior 
Researcher, Mathematica Policy Research will 
oversee the special issue. 

All papers will be peer reviewed, and should 
be submitted through the Manuscript 
Submission Portal. Please select Special Issue 
for article “type” when completing your 
submission. 

Submissions should follow the standard 
guidelines for Psychiatric Rehabilitation 
Journal. 

The deadline for submission of papers is 
February 1, 2016, with the plan to publish the 
special issue in 2017. 

Post-Doctoral Positions 

Postdoctoral research fellowship with slots 
available. Duke University’s Center for the 
Study of Aging and Human Development has 
received continuing funding for its T32 training 

grant and is soliciting proposals from people 
interested in completing research on aging at 
Duke University. This T32 (NIH institutional 
postdoc grant) is one of the oldest (if not the 
oldest) in the country, and scholars in the 
biology, psychology, and sociology of aging 
have come to Duke to study since the late 
1950s. 

The Duke Aging Center Postdoc program is 
grounded in the belief that interdisciplinary 
research is essential for the fruitful study of 
aging and human development. A key 
component of this training process is the 
weekly RTP seminar which addresses relevant 
aging issues in multiple disciplines. In 
addition, the seminar addresses professional 
issues (such as publication, presentation, job 
search, tenure, IRB applications) essential to 
successful performance in academic settings. 
In addition to attending the seminar, postdocs 
are expected to attend discipline-specific 
presentations such as geriatric grand rounds, 
Duke University Population Research Institute 
(DuPRI) seminars, research roundtables 
through the Duke Aging center’s OAIC Pepper 
Research grant, and other aging-related 
opportunities as they are available. 

We currently have six postdoctoral slots to be 
filled between September 1, 2015 and August 
31, 2016. People with a strong commitment to 
research on aging, regardless of discipline, 
are encouraged to apply. Details about the 
application process are available at 
http://www.geri.duke.edu/postdoctoral-
training. Please contact Professor Deborah T. 
Gold, Director of the Training Program, for 
assistance in identifying mentors, selecting 
recommendation writers, and other 
programmatic issues. She can be reached at 
deborah.gold@duke.edu.   

Graduate Program 

Do you have exceptional undergraduates 
considering a Ph.D. in Medical Sociology? 

University of Alabama-Birmingham Graduate 
Fellowships 

Students applying for the PhD program by 
December 1 each year will be considered for 
the UAB Graduate Fellow in the Arts and 
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Sciences award. This prestigious fellowship 
offers an annual stipend of $32,000 per year, 
plus tuition and fees, and honors applicants to 
PhD programs in the UAB College of Arts and 
Sciences who show exceptional promise in 
research and scholarship. Awardees will be 
notified by February 20 each year.   

Visit http://www.uab.edu/cas/sociology/ 

Contact Dr. Patricia Drentea, Director of 
Graduate Studies pdrentea@uab.edu 

Ethics and Research in Mental Health 
Client compensation and follow-up: A 
Comparison of Two Boston Reentry Programs 
by Lena Campagna and Julianne Siegfriedt 

It is no secret that ethics are fundamental to 
mental health research.  The inclusion of client 
incentives as an exchange for one’s time as an 
ethical consideration in research design has 
garnered controversy, particularly when 
examining validity (Lambert, 2011). While 
client compensation has generated differing 
perspectives from an ethical standpoint having 
to do with valuing a person’s time to being 
coercive, less research has examined its 
potential influence on program attrition rates 
and follow-up. The disparate impact that 
absence of client incentives can have on 
attrition rates is clear in two comparative 
reentry programs providing services to men 
and women reentering the Boston area with co-
occurring disorders.  Both programs share the 
same project timeline and scope, implement 
similar instrumentation and assessments (e.g. 
require similar cognitive effort), and have 
overlapping clinicians and reentry specialists; 
however, each program has a different funding 
agency. In this particular situation, one funding 
agency will not allow the program to provide 
client incentives of any kind while the other 
program is able to provide $30 gift card at the 
6 month follow-up time. The differences in 
follow-up and attrition rates between the two 
programs are marked. The program (Program 
1) providing incentives at follow-up has a  78% 
follow-up rate, while the program with no 
incentive aside from transportation passes 
(Program 2) yields a 10% follow-up rate.  Poor 
follow-up rates as illustrated in the case of 
Program 2, can be detrimental to effective 

program evaluation and in determining the 
most optimal service delivery for clients, 
particularly an already challenging population 
like those with co-occurring disorders.  
Clinicians, particularly those in service 
delivery on both projects have stressed the 
differences in follow-ups and have attributed 
the lack of client follow-up to an absence of 
client incentives.  One clinician cited an 
instance last week where a client due for 
follow-up did not want to fill out all of the 
questions “for nothing.” The contrasting 
follow-up rates supplemented by clinician 
feedback underscore the importance of 
considering client compensation in research 
design in order to produce the most 
meaningful outcomes from both a research 
perspective and a client ethics perspective, 
particularly when the clients involved are 
likely the most socioeconomically 
disadvantaged of us all. 

References: 
Lambert, S. F. (2011). Ethical and legal issues 
in addictions outcome research. Counseling 
Outcome Research and Evaluation, 2(1), 25-36. 

      
About the Authors: Lena Campagna is a third 
year doctoral student in the Department of 
Sociology at the University of Massachusetts 
Boston.  She received her Master of Arts 
degree from the University of Massachusetts 
Boston in American Studies. Her scholarly 
interests include Victimology, mental health 
and American Indian Studies. Her dissertation 
research focuses on media portrayals and 
perceptions of American Indian victimhood, 
particularly American Indians as victims of 
police brutality. 

Julianne Siegfriedt is a third year doctoral 
student at the University of Massachusetts 
Boston in the Department of Sociology. She 
also received her MA in Applied Sociology 
from the University of Massachusetts Boston. 
Her scholarly interests include the 

mailto:pdrentea@uab.edu
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intersections of gender, health, power in 
institutions, and the sex trade. The focus of her 
dissertation research includes the transition to 
adulthood of commercially sexually exploited 
minors and differences in various institutional 
responses once individuals turn 18. 

SECTION OFFICERS FOR 2014-2015 
Chair: Robin Simon, Wake Forest University 
Chair-Elect: Kristi L. Williams, The Ohio State 

University 
Past Chair: Jason Schnittker, University of 

Pennsylvania 
Secretary-Treasurer: Eric Wright, George State 

University  
Council Member: Robyn Lewis Brown, 

University of Kentucky 
Nominations Committee Chair: William R. 

Avison, University of Western Ontario 
Publications Committee Chair: Andre Christie-

Mizell, Vanderbilt University 
Awards Committee Chair: Bruce Link  
Membership Committee Chair: Stephaine W. 

Hartwell, University of Massachusetts-Boston 
Student Member: Matthew K. Grace, Indiana 

University, Bloomington  
Section Journal Editor: Elaine Wethington, 

Cornell University 
 
FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
I continue to remind everyone to please send 
me information about your activities that you 
would like to share with section members or 
information that section members would be 
interested in knowing. In addition, I am always 
interested in ideas that you have which will 
improve either the Section’s newsletter or 
website. Please put “newsletter” in the title of 
the email. 

Please take moment to look at the MH Section 
Website. Let me know if there are problems or 
information that we need to have on it. 

Here is a list of other possible contributions for 
future newsletters: 

- Upcoming conferences, calls for papers, 
grant opportunities or special issues of 
journals. 

- Reviews of conferences 

- Newly published books by section members. 
Please include publication date and 
publisher information. 

- Graduate or post-doctoral students on the 
market and would like to be profiled. 
Please send your picture, title of your 
dissertation, email address, affiliation, 
and a brief statement of your work (200-
300 words). 

- Congratulatory information (e.g., promotions, 
new jobs, awards, honors, grants). 

- Short articles on topics that cross boundaries 
with other sections, such as animal-human 
interactions and mental health. We ask that 
you keep submissions brief (no more than 
500 words). 

 

- Descriptions of class activities/books/films 
for use in undergraduate sociology of mental 
health and illness classes or general tips and 
strategies for teaching at both the graduate 
and undergraduate level. 

 
Don’t forget to look at other Associations for 

conference presentations: 

Society for the Study of Social Problems 

American Public Health Association 

If there are other venues where sociologists 
can present their work, please let me know 
and I’ll include them in future newsletters 
and our website. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the contributors to 
this newsletter. I especially want to thank 
Lena Campagna and Julianne Siegfriedt for 
their article and hope that others will send 
me ones in the future. 

Thanks, 

Richard Adams 
 

http://www.sssp1.org/
http://www.apha.org/
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SMH 

 
The Journal of the ASA Section on the Sociology of Mental Health  
 
Editor: Elaine Wethington, Cornell University  
Past Editor William R. Avison, University of Western Ontario  
 
Editorial Scope of SMH: Society and Mental Health publishes 
original articles that apply sociological concepts and methods to 
the understanding of the social origins of mental health and illness, 
the social consequences for persons with mental illness, and the 
organization and financing of mental health services and care.  Its 
editorial policy favors manuscripts that advance the sociology of 
mental health and illness, stimulate further research, inform 
treatments and policy and reflect the diversity of interests of its 
readership. 
Manuscripts must be submitted electronically at 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/smh 

For more information, contact: 

Elaine Wethington, Department of Sociology 
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Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 14853-4401  
Telephone:  (607) 255-2962 
e-mail:  ew20@cornell.edu  
 

 

Richard E. Adams  Struther Van Horn 
Newsletter Editor  Graduate Student Editor 

 

mailto:radams12@kent.edu
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/smh
mailto:ew20@cornell.edu

	MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
	Okay, first things first.
	The program our Past-Chair Jason Schnittker planned for the Chicago meetings was a great success and the papers presented in the two sessions reflect continued diversity in substantive topics, methodologies and theoretical perspectives in sociological...
	The work produced by recipients of our section’s two paper awards also reflects the rich diversity in sociological research on the social determinants of mental health. I would like to take this opportunity to once again congratulate Ning Hsieh who re...
	Hats Off to Anna Mueller and Seth Abrutyn – the recipients of this year’s Award for the Best Publication in Mental Health – for their 2015 article, “Suicidal Disclosures among Friends: Using Social Network Data to Understand Suicide Suggestion,” that ...
	Last but not least, I’m thrilled that David Takeuchi received the 2015 Pearlin Award for his lifetime contributions to research and pivotal leadership in the area of immigrant mental health. David’s talk on the history of sociological thinking about i...
	After our consideration of the abundance of papers we read for the two paper awards – as well as the many strong nominations we received for the Pearlin Award – members of this past year’s Awards Committee, chaired by Bruce Link, unanimously agreed th...
	Greetings and welcome to the Mental Health Section’s fall newsletter! I hope you’re enjoying this beautiful time of the year. When you get a moment please take a look at the newsletter, which contains several items of interest – including information ...
	1
	4
	Mental Health among Immigrants
	Message from the Chair (continued)
	is in very good shape. Please start thinking about nominating papers and people for the 2016 awards.
	By any measure, I think you would all agree that the memorial for our beloved colleague Len Pearlin was the highlight of the Chicago meetings both for us as individuals and for our section as a collectivity. I personally found the many and varied test...
	With respect to plans for next year’s program, our membership count at the close of 2015 is sufficient to get two section-sponsored sessions for the 2016 meetings in Seattle.  Tetyana Pudrovska (UT-Austin) and Jennifer Caputo (IU) will be organizing p...
	Elbert Almazan (Central Michigan University) will be organizing the “regular session” on mental health that the ASA offers us each year. Keep in mind that Elbert is able to request additional sessions from ASA if he receives more papers than could fit...
	Since this is my first newsletter, I want to take this opportunity to thank outgoing council members and committee chairs – Alex Bierman, Ellen Granberg, Janet Hankin, Sigrun Olafsdottir and Karen Van Gundy – for their service to the section. I’m grat...
	One last thing: Although I’m not a race scholar, I want to direct your attention to Ta’Nehisi Coates’ new book Between the World and Me, which provides penetrating insight into the emotional and health consequences of persistent racial prejudice and d...
	Well, that’s all the news I have at the moment. I’ll continue sending weekly email blasts with announcements and other relevant information. In the meantime, please send me announcements you would like to share with section members and don’t hesitate ...
	Mental Health Section 2015 Award Winners
	Bruce Link, Awards Committee Chair
	The award for Best Dissertation. The 2015 award went to Ning Hsieh, University of Pennsylvania, for her paper “Economic Security, Social Cohesion, and Depression Disparities in Transitional Societies: A Comparison of Older Adults in China and Russia.”...
	Award Photos by Don Lloyd
	David Takeuchi, Pearlin Award Winner
	Anna Mueller, Seth Abrutyn, Best Publication
	Ning Hsieh, Best Dissertation
	Mental Health among Immigrants
	David Takeuchi
	My talk to accept the Leonard Pearlin Award at the Business meeting of the Sociology of Mental Health section consisted of two parts. The second part of my talk discussed the substance of my paper, New Wine in Old Bottles: Immigration, Immigrants, and...
	The first part of my talk was personal and acknowledged the institutions and the people who contributed to my career arc. I could write a book about the many influences on my life and scholarship, but in this space, let me focus on a key institution a...
	Nominations Being Accepted For 2016 Mental Health Section Awards
	Mental Health Sessions, 2016 Meetings
	Regular Session on Mental Health
	Organizer: Elbert Almazan, Central Michigan University, Email: almaz1ep@cmich.edu
	The Regular Session on Mental Health is open to any topics in the sociology of mental health. More than one session is possible if there are a large number of submissions.
	Mental Health Section Sponsored Sessions:
	Tetyana Pudrovska (University of Texas-Austin) will be organizing a paper session on Social Relationships and Mental Health. Email: tpudrovs@austin.utexas.edu
	Jennifer Caputo, Indiana University, Bloomington will be organizing a paper session on Social Inequalities in Mental Health, Email: jenniferlcaputo@gmail.com
	Graduate and Post-Doctoral Students on the Job Market
	Zinobia Bennefield
	Texas A&M University
	zinobia1@tamu.edu
	- Upcoming conferences, calls for papers, grant opportunities or special issues of journals.
	- Reviews of conferences
	- Newly published books by section members. Please include publication date and publisher information.
	- Graduate or post-doctoral students on the market and would like to be profiled. Please send your picture, title of your dissertation, email address, affiliation, and a brief statement of your work (200-300 words).
	- Congratulatory information (e.g., promotions, new jobs, awards, honors, grants).
	- Short articles on topics that cross boundaries with other sections, such as animal-human interactions and mental health. We ask that you keep submissions brief (no more than 500 words).
	- Descriptions of class activities/books/films for use in undergraduate sociology of mental health and illness classes or general tips and strategies for teaching at both the graduate and undergraduate level.
	Don’t forget to look at other Associations for conference presentations:
	Society for the Study of Social Problems
	American Public Health Association
	If there are other venues where sociologists can present their work, please let me know and I’ll include them in future newsletters and our website.
	Lastly, I would like to thank the contributors to this newsletter. I especially want to thank Lena Campagna and Julianne Siegfriedt for their article and hope that others will send me ones in the future.
	Thanks,
	Richard Adams
	Richard E. Adams  Struther Van Horn
	Newsletter Editor  Graduate Student Editor

