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Political “Horseracing” Show in Media Era
— An Analysis of the Television Debate in 2012 American Presidential Election from
the Perspective of Political Communication

ZHANG Taofu & CHEN Lijuan
Fudan University, China

Abstract: Television debate has become a fixed agenda of the American Presidential
Election Season, and also plays the role of a super political marketing campaign. The
final face-off between Obama and Romney is a fierce competition of their political
marketing strategies and tactics. Television debate magnifies the characteristics of
television to the maximum level. The perfect combination of political marketing
and television contributes to the special glamour of image politics. In order to win
the debate, the two presidential candidates made their utmost effort to cater to the
preferences of voters and the needs of image politics, giving a full play to image
politics. So the topics on China didn’t necessarily reflect their China policy.
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