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And three Brazilian students from the first cohort 
of the American Academy graduated with four-year 
degrees this December on the Kent Campus. 

These students are among the more than 1,600 
international students attending Kent State in fall 
2022, as we celebrated an increase of nearly 18% in 
international student enrollment, due in large part to 
increases in international graduate student admissions.

Together with our worldwide alumni community, 
I am confident that Kent State is living up to its 
mission to foster world peace and understanding 
through international engagement and integration of 
global perspectives in our curriculums.

As this stunning blossom of a year fades into 2023, 
I want to say how inspired I am by the dedication 
and commitment of our entire university family. 
Your efforts and support translate into our successes, 
and I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve as 
Kent State’s president.

With all best wishes for a healthy and  
prosperous 2023, 

Todd Diacon  |  President

Email: president@kent.edu 
Instagram: @ksupresdiacon

READERS RESPOND  PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE  

DIRECTOR,  
CONTENT STRATEGY

Jen Lennon

EDITOR
Jan Senn | jsenn1@kent.edu

DESIGN
UCM Creative Team

STAFF CONTRIBUTORS
Lisa Abraham

Lisa Higgs, BA ’80
April McClellan-Copeland

Julie Miller, BS ’87
Bethany Sava, BS ’12

Melanie Secre
Lindsey Vlasic, BA ’22 

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
Greta Bell, BS ’22

Bob Christy, BS ’95, MA ’22
Rami Daud

WEBSITE
www.kent.edu/magazine

CORRESPONDENCE
Kent State Magazine, 160 ASB 
P.O. Box 5190, Kent, OH 44242

magazine@kent.edu 
330-672-2727 

Kent State Magazine is published by 
Kent State University Communications 

and Marketing. It is available to 
faculty, staff, alumni, donors and 

friends of the university two times a 
year (fall/winter, spring/summer).

CHAIR, BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Shawn M. Riley, BA ’83

PRESIDENT
Todd A. Diacon, PhD

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT  
AND PROVOST

Melody Tankersley, PhD

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT FOR  
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

Mark M. Polatajko, PhD 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR  
UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS 

AND MARKETING
Stephen Ward

2  |  KENT STATE MAGAZINE

 KUDOS ON CLIMATE  
 CHANGE COVERAGE 
As an active climate scientist, the 
coordinator of the minor in climate 
change at the university and the professor 
for the course Global Climate Change, I 
wanted to contact you regarding the 
spotlight on climate change in Kent State 
Magazine [spring/summer 2022]. Climate 
change is one of the most important 
issues of our time and will continue to 
be throughout our students’ lives. Well 
done! I hope there are ways to keep this 
issue at the forefront of the magazine in 
years to come.

CAMERON C. LEE, PHD
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography 
College of Arts & Sciences

Thanks for the exceptionally well-written 
article [“A Global Challenge,” spring/
summer 2022] on climate change and 
the engagement in these issues by Kent 
State faculty. My hope is that it is widely 
shared and read. Congrats on some  
great work!

DAVID DUBOIS, PHD
Adjunct Faculty, Management and Information 
Systems, Ambassador Crawford College  
of Business and Entrepreneurship

 CRIME SOLVER 
Thank you for the wonderful article 
[“Shining a Light on Unsolved Crimes, 
spring/summer 2022”]. It’s being read  
and recognized by many and will no  
doubt serve to help the Porchlight  
Project get bigger and better this year.  
It’s just great!

JAMES RENNER, BA ’00  |  Akron, OH

 IN PRAISE OF PRINT 
For the benefit of dinosaurs like me who 
still love print media, does this mean 
that you will no longer be sending out a 
printed magazine? Say it ain’t so!

I must confess that the likelihood of 
me reading a publication increases by 
at least a factor of three or four when 
it is in print (versus on a computer 
screen). At age 71, I’m sure that my brain 
is somewhat conditioned to focusing 

more keenly on the printed page than a 
flickering screen! 

In the fall/winter 2021-22 issue, I was 
encouraged to read about Mahoning 
Matters and the staff’s effort to continue 
to provide local coverage to the 
Youngstown area [“Reinventing Local 
News”]. Having grown up in nearby 
Austintown (a suburb of Youngstown), I 
was among those dismayed/distraught 
by the news back in 2019 that The 
Vindicator would no longer print.

JIM SCHRUM, BA ’74  |  Greensboro, NC

Editor’s Note: We still hope that Kent 
State Magazine can return to print in the 
future, at least for those who prefer to 
read it on paper instead of on screens. 

We want to hear from you! 
Respond to magazine content or 
comment on topics related to Kent 
State by writing: 
Kent State Magazine  
P.O. Box 5190  
Kent, Ohio 44242-0001  
or magazine@kent.edu. 
Responses may be edited for style, length, 
clarity and civility. 

Global Opportunities

When I look back on 2022, it feels as though 
I am watching a time-lapse video of a seed 

sprouting quickly into a green shoot and then a 
stunning flower within the span of a minute.

While it may seem like the year blossomed at 
record speed, I know that every day and every success 
was built on the hard work, dedication and long 
hours put in by our students, faculty and staff. 

Early in the year, we received the prestigious 
R1 designation for research from the Carnegie 
Classification of Institutions of Higher Education. 
This is the highest recognition doctoral universities 
can receive and affirms Kent State’s place as a top-
tier research university in the United States. It also 
underscores the breadth and excellence of research 
and scholarship at Kent State.

The honors continued when Kent State was 
awarded the distinguished 2022 Senator Paul Simon 
Award for Comprehensive Internationalization from 
NAFSA: Association of International Educators, 
recognizing Kent State’s overall excellence in 
integrating international education throughout all 
facets of the university.

This issue of Kent State Magazine highlights 
our many successes in global education, including 
the 50th anniversary of the Kent State University 
Florence Center, our growing partnership with 
the American Academy in Brazil and our recent 
relationship with the University of Rwanda.

Our partnership in Rwanda already has resulted  
in a contingent of 12 new students, sponsored by  
the Rwandan government, who arrived on our  
Kent Campus to begin their studies in the fall.  

“Kent State is living 
up to its mission to 
foster world peace 
and understanding 
through international 
engagement and 
integration of global 
perspectives in  
our curriculums.”

 AND THE WINNER IS . . . 
Congratulations to David Morrow,  
BS ’84, MEd ’92, Vero Beach, FL, the 
winner of the random-generated 
drawing from correct submissions to 
the magazine’s Squirrel Search contest. 
He received a box of black-squirrel-
themed swag from  Black Squirrel Gifts 
in downtown Kent. 

 The black squirrels can be found in 
the spring/summer 2022 PDF on page 10 
(in the lower right corner of the Crawford 
Hall groundbreaking photo), on page 22 
(on top of the soil monitoring station in 
photo at left), and on page 29 (on top of 
the illustration about roof greening).




