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Welcome to this very special issue of Kent State Magazine.

It comes to you on the heels of one of the most inspiring
years in Kent State history - a Centennial year that
overflowed with a remarkable range of achievements and

contributions by our faculty, staff students and alumni. The

famous alumnus featured on the cover and in a compelling
cover story reflects Kent State's commitment to helping all
students realize their potential. Legendary Colden Flashes

quarterback Josh Cribbs, who today is a two-time Pro

Bowler and starter for the Cleveland Browns, credits his

Kent State experience as the foundation of his success story

- success as an NFL standout, as a husband and father and

as a person determined to give back to others.

Although only a few graduates of any universitywill beat

the odds to become celebrities in sports and entertainment,

Kent State continues to nurture and produce superstars in
a range of career fields. In the pages to follow, you will
learn about a Kent State faculty member and students

who recently made international headlines when their
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research proved that every position of the popular
Rubik's Cube ptzzle can be solved in 20 or fewer

moves. And I am sure we can expect more great

innovations from the six graduates trained at our
Liquid Crystal Institute who today are part of the

display team at Apple Inc. These innovators are

helping to develop the company's next generation

of revolutionary high-tech computing and

communications tools.

From ov dazzling new PerformingArts Center

at Kent State University atTuscarawas, to our state-

of-the-art Robert S. Morrison Health and Science

Building at Kent State University at Ashtabula, to

our School of Theatre and Dance's magnificent

Roe Green Center, Kent State has made it a

priority to provide students with the finest facilities on any

campus anywhere.'fhis issue also offers a glimpse into a

unique learning facility for students in nursing and other

health care programs who need an in-depth understanding

oI human anatomy.

At Kent State, we consider art to be a key component of
the liberal education we provide for all students, as well as

a vital part of the environment we provide for all who live,

work, study and visit our eight campuses. As you will see,

the University Esplanade pedestrian pathway on our Kent

Campus has been enhanced by four major sculptures by
Ohio artists. This issue also features the art of documentary

storytelling, which has been mastered by Dr. Molly
Merryman, professor of sociology, in her fascinating film
Country Crush. The documentary chronicles the Combine
Demolition Derby, where drivers crash giant combines to

entertain the crowds at the Columbiana County Fair.
'fhe great news for Kent State - and for the region,

state and nation we have served with dedication and

distinction for 100 years - is that the achievements

featured in this issue are a tiny sample of the power of
a Kent State education. In our 101st year, and across the

decades to follow we will continue our relentless pursuit

of excellence - a pursuit that I am certain will produce

more graduates who are shining stars in their careers and

in their communities; who use their Kent State educations

to make a positive difference in the world; and who give all
of us reason to take enormous pride in our greatAmerican

university.
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shares his spectacular success story.
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Iosh Cribbs' spectacular success story

Surprised? Well consider this: his mother,
Billye, is a pastor at a church and father, Harold,
is a retired policeman. His parents met while
serving in the Marines. The solid base Cribbs
had at home helped him overcome the some-

times rough-and-tumble streets of Southeast

Washington, D.C., where he grew up.
"Having a strong foundation gave me the

necessary tools to use in times of hardship,"

says Cribbs. "I owe all of that to my parents."

His parents instilled in Cribbs a strong
sense of honor, the importance of loyalty and
dependability and the value of an education.
He has never strayed far from that set of fam-
ily values. In fact, his relationship with Kent
State University is a microcosm of everything

he stands for.

/ BY AI-AN ASHBY / PH(lT()S BY B(]B CHRISTY,'95 /

\s\\q\
u\\\
*\ft\&
\&
ffi\h\bm
ffi\\
ffiq\

RECOGilIZIITG
POTEITTIAL.
KEEPIITG
COtrUITilENTS.

It wasn't that many big-name

schools (Nebraska, Syracuse and
Maryland come to mind) didn't
want the fleet-footed, strong-
armed, intelligent player out of
Dunbar High School in Wash-

ington, D.C. They just didn't
want him to play quarterback.

However, from day one of the
recruiting process, that's all Kent

State had in mind for Cribbs.
"We were the only school

that told him we wanted him
to play quarterback, and he

respected that and committed to
us early, " says A.f . Pratt, the Kent State assistant

coach who was responsible for recruiting in
that part of the country at the time. 'A blind
man could see how talented he was. Even the
other quarterbacks here knew right away."

"They said they were going to build the
team around me; that I wasn't going to red-

shirt," says Cribbs. "For me to hear that I was

going to be at the helm right away, that meant
a lot."

ffi
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Athletic Director Joel Nielsen,

President Lester A. Lefton and Josh

Cribbs pose with a $100,000 check
that Cribbs donated to the Kent

State Football Program.

T

Josh Cribbs poses

with his wife, Marra,

and their two children
following the spring, 2010
Commencement.

He took the Kent State coaches at their
word and stuck with his early commitment.
It's safe to say that the decision worked out for
everyone involved.

SIIATTERII{C RECORDS.
DISPLAYING LEADERSHIP.

Cribbs redefined the quarterback posi-
tion during his four-year career, becoming
the second player in NCAA history with two
"double-1,000 seasons" (1,000 yards pass-

ing and rushing). He set the school career-
passing mark wrth7,169 yards, while his ca-

reer rushing total of 3,670 yards ranks third
all-time.

In addition, Cribbs still holds the career re-

cords for rushing touchdowns (38), comple-
tions (616), attempts (I,123), total plays

(I,755), total yards (10,839), points (246)
and total touchdowns (al). The first three-time
captain in school history he was an honorable
mention All-American as a senior in2004.

While everyone seems to have a favorite

Cribbs'play or memory there's no denying that
the lasting impression he left over his last four
games in a Colden Flashes uniform is some-

thing that may never be matched.

During that stretch, he led the Flashes to
blowout victories over Ohio, Buffalo, Eastem

Michigan and Central Florida as the team av-

eraged 46.3 points per game. Over that span,

he accounted for 7,526 total yards (514 rush-
in9,1,072 passing) - an average of ggt.5 yards

per game. He also rushed for six touchdowns,

threw for nine more (without an interception in
122 attempts) and even caught a 19-yard touch-
down for good measure. To put his versatility
into perspective, he opened the stretch run by
rushing for 223 yards against Ohio and closed

it out by throwing for 389 yards at Central Flor-

ida, with both marks ranking among the top 10

single-game performances in school history.
"The thing about Josh is that he is very con-

fident. You just could sense something about
him that he was very sure he could do it. And,
you felt very sure that he could do it," says Dean

Pees, his head coach from 2001-03 and now a
member of the Baltimore Ravens coaching staff.

"It wasn't that he has to stand up and tell you
he can do it. He was a great leader by example
because he really was humble and very reserved

and didn't tell everyone how great he was. I al-

ways really loved coaching him. As much suc-

cess as he's had in the NFL, I think he's still a
very,very humble guy."
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FINDING LOVE.
MEETING RESPONSIBILITIES.

Most people don't real\ze that Cribbs met his

future wife at a campus event during his fresh-

man year and became a husband and a father
while achieving his on-field success.

"At the annual Renaissance Ball everyone

dresses up like prom. But the event was aller
practice, so I didn't have any dress clothes,"

remembers Cribbs. "So just put on one of my
nice-looking sweaters, dress shoes and jeans

and went out. She had won the best dressed

contest, and one of my friends said You don't
want to mess with her - she's wifey materiall"

That obviously didn't deter Cribbs, who
couldn't take his eyes off the beautiful woman

across the room. What he didn't realize was that
Maria had no idea who the underdressed guywas.

"We started dating in November [of 200I],
and I think I saw him play one game. I had no
idea who he was before that," says Maria. "l
don't think I realized how good he was until
after we got married. I always downplayed it
and didn't realize the magnitude of it until he

started breaking records. "

Cribbs tumed to his coach for advice, know-
ing this was the woman he wanted to marry.



"After I decided I wanted to get married -
we were inseparable for eight months - my
mom called coach Pees and said, 'You recruit-

ed him and came into our house and told
me that you would take care of my son. He's

about to make one of the most important de-

cisions of his life. I think you're going to have

to help him make that decisionl"
Pees and Cribbs talked for hours one night

at the MAC Center about the decision - a

conversation that Cribbs said was like "a fa-

ther talking to a son." Al1er that discussion,

Cribbs felt secure in his decision. The pair
married on |uly 26, 2002, and hasn't looked

back since.

ACCEPTXNG RESPONSIBITITV.
DOING BETTER.

The multiple roles of student, spouse and
parent weren't always easy to manage. While
Maria and Josh were married and in college,

they had their first child, Kimorah.

Maria often speaks to young students in
the university's Upward Bound program on

the challenges of raising a child as a young

mother. Kent State University's Upward
Bound offers a free year-round program that
includes leadership, academic and career op-
portunities, cultural enrichment, and social

activities that help students realize the ben-

efits of pursuing a college education.

Maria's message targets at-risk high school

students who already have a child or are

pregnant and can be overwhelmed by the
prospect of parenthood.

"l told them my story and how you can

be a success with a child. It might be a lit-
tle tough, but it's something you can do,"

she says. "They are discouraged and they

don't have people around them encour-

aging them. People are writing them off.
I tell them you can make it and to use the

resources around you. Programs like Up-

ward Bound are something they need to
take advantage of, and they are already

going in the right direction by using a pro-

gram like this."
She also has a simple, but important, piece

of advice for the women in the program.
"The most important thing I say is, When

you know better, you do betterl Maybe you

made a decision that set you back in life, but
you know better now. And that's what I'm
ttrere to tell them," she says.

Winter 2011 wvvw.kent.edu



# "Tha(s why I o\Me so much'#. 
to Kent State. Because of all'#, 
that CIperience, I have

# everythitrg that I have today."'fr r (' 
- Iosh criut't
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FACIIIG DISAPPOIITTilENT.
GROWINC STROIIGER.

Cribbs left Kent State to pursue his dream

of a career in professional football before

completing all the requirements for his degree.

But becoming a Kent State graduate remained

one of his life's goals. "Josh believed in him-
self and that's all it took," says Maria. "l'm
obviously glad that he fulfilled his dream, but
we had talked about going back to school and

getting a real job to support our family if things
didn't work out on the football field."

For awhile, it looked like things might not
work out.

Amazingly enough, the kid who no one

thought could play quarterback in college

soon found out the hard way that he wasn't
good enough to be dralted by an NFL team

either, despite all his accomplishments for the
Golden Flashes.

"l felt like I should have been drafted, but
everything happens for a reason," says Cribbs.
"Now I'm grateful that I wasn't. I came in with a
chip on my shoulder because of that."

Cribbs proved the doubters wrong. Since

signing as a fiee agent with the Cleveland

Browns prior to the 2004 season, he has gone

on to become one of the top retumers in the

history of the league, twice eaming Pro Bowl

starting nods for his efforts.

FINISHINC WHAT HE STARTED.
EARNIIIG HIS DEGREE.

Even with all his success, Cribbs has never

forgotten where he came from, as he con-

tinued to work toward eaming his degree

at Kent State. On May 15, 2010, he gradu-

ated to a standing ovation, proudly holding
up his diploma in communication studies.

"As soon as I got out of college and made it
to the NFf my mom stayed on me, as well as

my wife, saylng, 'Hey, you've got to finish up
and get your degreei" says Cribbs. "Honestly,

the motivation diminished a little bit after I
got into the NFL, but after talking to a lot of
kids and doing a lot of public speaking it was

that much more important to me to honor
that commitment and finish what I'd started.

The ovation I received at graduation was so

much more meaningful than any football
achievement. It almost brought me to tears."

"He stuck in there and got his degree when
there were lots of ways for him to not have

stayed and eamed a degree," said Provost and

Senior Vice President ofAcademic Affairs Robert

G. Frank at the graduation ceremony. "We want
all of our students to eam a degree, and he's a

great example of perseverance and the ability to
stick to his goals and accomplish what he set out
to accomplish. He's the best example we could

have and most important, he's a fine person."

Kent State former head football coach Doug
Martin may have summed it up perfectly when
asked about Cribbs at one of his weekly press

conferences last October.
"He's never forgotten where he came from,"

said Martin. "He really embraces and is really

proud of this university and he's very grateful

for what this university did for him. You don't
get that a lot of times from guys who have gone

on to have the stardom that he's had."

For Cribbs, it's never been about bringing
attention to himself. While playing at Kent

State, Cribbs developed a close bond with
offensive coordinator Mike Drake, who died
of lymphoma in 2005. When Drake's son,

Michael, was getting ready to walk out on
the football field for Stow High School's

Senior Night in 2009, Cribbs accompanied

him. Cribbs asked to be introduced simply as

Michael's "big brother fosh."
The spotlight that evening was for Michael,

and Cribbs didn't want to be a distraction.

ACHIEVII|G SUCCESS.
GIVIITG BACK.

Therewas no avoiding attention, however, on
Oct. 30, 2010, when Cribbs became the fourth
player in the history of the Kent State football
program to have his jersey retired, joining Iim
Corrigall, Iack Lambert and Eric Wilkerson. He

did have a trick up his sleeve though, as he

surprised the Dix Stadium crowd by making a

$100,000 donation to the university. He chose

that amount because it was roughly equal to
the value of his scholarship during his four
years at Kent State.

"Kent State was a path guide for my lifu" sa;n

Cribbs. "l feel like it was the means to a begin-

ning. That's what it was for me. I met my wife
there; I had my children there. My life began at

Kent State. Without Kent State being the founda-

tion, I wouldn't be where I am today. That's why
I owe so much to Kent State. Because of all that
experiencg I have everything that I have today."

Now picture this. There's a well-constructed

house - painted blue with gold trim of course -
built on a foundation, originally laid by BiIIye and

Harold Cribbs, and later strengthened by the people

and experiences at Kent State.

Now take a closer look inside the house. There

are twl beautiful children playingwith their louing

and caringparents. And ouer on the far waII? That's

a framed diploma from Kent State Uniuersity that

bears the name loshua Cribbs.

It's hung with pride for all the world to see.l

For more photos of Josh Cribbs, visit
http ://bit. lyljosh uacri bbs9.
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Kent State University President

Lester. A Lefton (left) shakes hands with

Andre Thornton (right), who was named the

un iversity's first President's Am bassador.

Cleveland baseball
legend and businessman

Andr€ Thornton
becomes Kent State's first

President's Amb ass ado r

IilO
/ BY EMILY VINCENT, '97 / PH(lT(l BY JEFF G[IDDEN, '87 /

ent State University has appointed Andr6
Thornton as its first President's Ambassador.

Thornton is president and CEO of ASW Global,

a supply chain management company based

in Mogadore, Ohio. Nicknamed "Thunder"

Thomton, he also is a Cleveland baseball legend

who played professional baseball for 2l years.

The President's Ambassadorship is a new program at Kent State

created and implemented out of the university's Division of Diversity,

Equity and Inclusion. The program is a vehicle for securing the services

of a local, high-level person of color who will serve as a catalyst for
change, promoting pluralistic understanding and mutual respect among

diverse constituencies of students, staff faculty and administrators at the

university. Thornton began his ambassadorship in September.

"The President's Ambassadorship is designed to bring distinguished

local minority professionals from Northeast Ohio to our campus to
share their professional knowledge and experience with Kent State

students and faculty for one academic year," Kent State President Lester

A. Lefton says. "Andr6leads one ofthe largest minority-owned businesses

in Ohio, and he has exceptional leadership skills and a commitment to
diversity and inclusion. "

Thornton has more than 20 years of experience in entrepreneurial

ventures. IJe speaks nationally on executive leadership, organizational

change and diversity.

In 1 9 7 9, he was awarded the Roberto Clemente Award, which recognizes

the player who best exemplifies the game of baseball, sportsmanship,

community involvement and the individual's contribution to his team.

He spent 10 seasons with the Cleveland Indians where he was a two-

time All-Star and received the coveted Silver Slugger Award in 1984.

Thornton is enshrined in the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame and the

Cleveland Sports Hall of Fame.
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long-standing problem behind one of the world's
most popular and addictive puzzles has been
solved. A team of researchers, including Dr. Morley
Davidson, an associate professor of mathematical
sciences at Kent State Universiry has unveiled new
research that finds that every position of the Rubik's
Cube" can be solved in 20 or fewer moves.

"ln seventh grade, I got a Rubik's Cube as a

birthday gift from my mom, and I was soon
determined to understand the mathematics behind
the ptzzle," Davidson says. "Four years ago, while
incorporating the puzzle into my teaching, I

became interested in computational cube research
and began working on theoretical questions related to popular
solution methods with Kent State graduate studentloseph Miller,

KEvr SIATE MncazrNs

'06, M.A. '08, who is currently pursuing his doctorate. This past
spring, I was invited to participate in the end run to crack the
God's Algorithm problem. "

Along with Davidson, the research team consisted of lohn
Dethridge, an engineer at Google in Mountain View, Calif.;
Herbert Kociemba, a math teacher from Darmstadt, Cermany;
and project leader Tomas Rokicki, a programmer from Palo
Alto, Calif. With computer time donated by Coogle, the team
essentially solved every position of the Rubik's Cube - all
43,252,003,274,489,856,000 positions - and showed that no
position requires more than 20 moves.

"Every solver of the cube uses an algorithm, which is a

sequence of steps for solving the cube," the team explains on
its website. "One algorithm might use a sequence of moves to
solve the top face, then another sequence of moves to position
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Professor Morley

Davidson juggles

three Rubik's Cubes.

\I Nf .IIAI I

the middle edges, and so on. There are many
different algorithms, varying in complexity
and number of moves required, but those
that can be memorizedby a mortal tlpically
require more than 40 moves."

According to the team's website, "One may
suppose that an omniscient being would use

a much more efficient algorithm, always using
the shortest sequence of moves. 'Ihis is known
as God's Algorithm. The number of moves

this algorithm would take in the worst case

has been called God's Number since the early
years of the Rubik's Cube some 30 years ago.

At long last, God's Number has been shown
to be 20."

According to the research team, it took 15

years afier the introduction of the cube for
somebody to find the first position that provably
requires 20 moves to solve. Appropriately,
15 years later, it has been established that 20

moves suffice for all positions.

The experience of conducting research with
Davidson was a wonderful opportunity for his
graduate student. "Working with Dr. Davidson
has been great, " Miller says. "We have some
similar research interests, and he is very easy

to talk to. The graduate program at Kent State

has helped me mature as a mathematician."
The cube was created in 1974 lry Erno

Rubik, a Hungarian university lecturer, and
was launched in 1980, soon becoming a

global phenomenon and an icon of the '80s.

ln the przzle's 30-year history more than 350
million have been sold worldwide.

To learn more about Rubik's Cube,
visit www.rubiks.com. For more
information about Kent State's
Department of Mathematical
Sciences, visit www. kent.edu/math.
To watch a video with Davidson
talking about his research involving
the Rubik's Cuben go to
www, kent. edu/news/video/ru bi kscu be. cf m.

A pile of Rubik's

Cubes of varyrng

degrees of difficulty
rests on a shelf in
Professor Morley

Davidson's office

in the Mathematics

and Computer

Science Building.

By
of

The Rubik's Cube was originally called the Magic Cube.

1982, the Rubik's Cube had achieved a universal presence and penetrated the fabric
British society so deeply, it was included in the revered Oxford English Dictionary.

lf you made a single turn of one of the Cube's faces every second, it would take you

1,400 million million years to go through allthe possible configurations. (By way of
comparison, the universe itself is only 14 thousand million years old.)

It is estimated that one-eighth of the world's population has laid hands on the Rubik's
Cube.

With more than 350 million Rubik's Cubes sold worldwide, if all the cubes were placed
on top of each other, they would reach the top of Mount Everest a staggering7,937
times.

The most expensive Rubik's Cube ever produced is the Masterpiece
Cube, created by Diamond Cutters lnternational in 1995. This
actual-size, fully functional cube features 22.5 carats of amethysts,
34 carats of rubies and 34 carats of emeralds, all set in 18-carat
gold. lt has been valued at approximately $1.5 million dollars.

Source : wurut. rubiks. com
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The first artist chosen for the Sculpture Walk is

Cleveland sculptor Giancarlo Calicchia. Bom in
Italy, Calicchia was formally trained in sculpture
at Syracuse Universiry the University of Rome, the
Academy of Fine Arts in Rome and San Miguel de Al-
lende in Mexico. He has produced more than 2,000
works of art during his sculpting and painting career.

His work for the Sculpture Walh a carved granite
boulder surrounded by other granite pieces, is locat-
ed between Terrace Drive and Kent Hall. The piece,

titled "Athleta," is part of Calicchia's series "The Wit-
nesses." The stones used in the piece were all created

from boulders left behind after the glaciers retreated.

Calicchia excavated the granite monoliths, some as

deep as 12 feet, from his vineyard and surrounding
farm in Lake County's Madison Township.

The second artist, Barry Gunderson of Gambier,
Ohio, proposed a piece called "Eye to Eye," located
along the University Esplanade near Kent Hall and
Hilltop Drive. Gunderson's piece is a response to the
human mind and how it works. It also is a tribute to
the Department of Psychology. Gunderson is an art
professor at Kenyon College where he has worked
since 1974. He teaches all of the sculpture courses
in the college's Department of Studio Art, from the
introductory-level Three Dimensional Design to the
more unusual courses, such as fut With a Function
and Art With Four Legs.

The third artist is Susan Ewing of Oxford, Ohio.
Her piece, titled "Starsphere 2010," relates to the First
Amendment and is aptly located near the School of
Iournalism and Mass Communication at the north
end of Franklin Hall in the University Esplanade

Circle. Ewing is associate dean of the School of Fine

Arts at Miami Universiry and she has received many
honors. In 1995, Ewingwas presentedwith the Ohio
Craft Museum's Lifetime Achievement Award. In
1993 and 1994, she was honored by President Bill

"Starsphere 2010," a sculpture
by Susan Ewing, of Oxford,

Ohio, is part of the Sculpture
Walk along the University

Esplanade. Ewing's sculpture is

near Franklin Hall and relates

to the First Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution.

and first lady Hillary Clinton as one of B0 artists in-
cluded in the firstWhite House Collection of Ameri-
can Craft that showed at the Smithsonian American
Art Museum in Washington, D.C., and other major
venues.

Additionally, a piece by sculptor Jarrett Hawkins
of Deer Park Ohio, near Cincinnati, is in the newly
renovated Risman Plaza. His abstract piece is made
of Corten steel. Hawkins specializes in a range of
worh including abstract and figurative art, plus
custom furniture pieces. He is proficient in work-
ing with stone, metal, glass and wood, and he has

worked in both public and private venues for more
than 20 years.

rr]|t f pnv{$ I H( wrrtY
The Sculpture Walk project goes hand-in-hand

with another initiative that involves exending the
University Esplanade into downtown Kent. While
the university and the city of Kent are still working
out details of the extension, Ruffing feels the addi-
tion of the initial four pieces is a good step.

"Having so many large pieces come together at
one point is a big statement for Kent State on the
public arts scene," she says.

The city and community will be adding more
art to the walk as Kent's downtown development
project continues. Several pieces have already been
commissioned by Kent developer Ron Burbick for
inclusion within Acom Alley, a retail development
in downtown Kent.

A dedication event for the Sculpture Walk will take
place April 13 at 10 a.m., starting in the Kent Student
Center Kiva. It is free and open to the public and
occurs during the university's annual Spring for the
Arts week. ffi

To watch a video
about the Sculpture Walk, visit
www. kent. ed u/news/video/scu I pturewal k. cfm.

A: Giancarlo Calicchia ll
"Alhlela," a carved granite
boulder surrounded by other
granite pieces, is part of Cali-
cchia's series "The Witnesses.

B: Barry Gunderson ll
"Eye to Eye" is a response

to the human mind and
how it works.

C: Susan Ewtng ll
"Starsphere 2070" relates

to the First Amendment of
the Constitution.

D: Jarrett Hawkins //
An abstract piece made of
Corten steel.
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passion for theatre
connected Kent State

University Honors
College alumna Connie

Thachaberry, '97 ,

and Honors College
student Casey Nouak.

Thackabeny is currently

the senior artistic
associate at Actors'

Summit in Akron and is directing Beclzy's New

Car, which will open in February. She cast Novak

as the play's ing6nue.

Thackaberry acted in a production on campus

and in local professional and community
theatres, including Cleveland Signstage, the En-

semble Theatre in Cleveland and Weathewane

Community Playhouse in Akron.
In 1999, she moved to New York to earn her

M.EA. in acting from the Actors Studio Drama

School at New School University.

Thackabeny grew up "backstage" in a theatre

family and after eightyears of living and working
in NewYork she moved backto Northeast Ohio
in 2O07 to work with Actors' Summit.

HARN WORK PAY$ OTT'
"I was impressed with Casey's professional-

ism," Thackaberry says of that first meeting.

Novak stayed after the talk with more ques-

tions, so Thackaberry invited her to come out
to Actors' Summit to see some of their work.

"Casey not only came to see all of our
shows that year, but also, she volunteered at

the theatre assisting with the sets and ushering

during shows," says Thackaberry. That effort
paid off. Although Novak had auditioned for
just a few roles before this

"I'm amazed at the

* Connie "Ilhackaberry

one, Thackaberry found her to be a perfect

fit for the role of Kenni in Steven Dietz's

contemporary comedy. "l am so excited about
starting rehearsal for this piece and to finally
have the opportunity to collaborate with
Casey. She reminds me a great deal of myself
as an Honors College student - motivated,

passionate and devoted to her art."

Beclqt's New Car was originally written as a

commissioned piece of work sponsored by a

patron of the arts for a Seattle theatre company.

Thackaberry explains that the patrons, Benita

and Charles Staadecker, are part of a trend in
arts funding where individual patrons sponsor

works of art, a practice that is most often

associated with the Renaissance and wealthy
families such as the Medici.

Beclqt's New Car opens on Feb. 10 and runs

through Feb. 27 at Actors' Summit's new

theatre in Creystone Hall in

Akron. Novak is thrilled to play Kenni,

and she is counting down the days until
rehearsals begin.

"After visiting Actors' Summit for the first time,

I immediately knew I wanted to work there,"

says Novak. "They consistently bring to life
solid productions with which I am unfamiliar.

And every time I see a show there, I feel like I'm
walking awaywith something new."

Novak has high praise for Thackaberry

both as a director and as a mentor. "Connie's

family is special, and I am truly honored to be

welcomed into their professional theatre as

a fellow artist," she says. She also values the

guidance Thackaberry has provided over the

last few years.

Novak is a theatre studies majorwith focuses

on both acting and costuming, and she also

has a writing minor. She came to Kent State

from Rochester, Pa., and was unfamiliar with
professional theatres in Northeast Ohio until
she connected with Thackaberry.

$UPPORTING STUDENT
sussH$$

Bringing alumni to the university to discuss

career opportunities is just one way the Honors

College tries to suppon and encourage Kent

State students. Thackaberry became involved in
the Honors College through a unique summer

program in 1993. As an undergraduate, she

took advantage of the study-abroad program

sponsored by the Honors College and spent a

year at Leicester Universiqz in the U.K. While
studying in England, she was also able to act

and direct in several productions.
"l am amazed at the theatre opportunities

the Honors College has afforded me," she says.

Novak played Martha rn Play 13 of the

Chester Cycle, performed multiple times at

Kent State last spring and then traveled with 28

other students to perform at Victoria College at

the University of Toronto. And now she has an

Honors College alumna as a mentor and an

exciting job in her field.
"l think it is extraordinary that Connie and

I connected through the Honors College and

will be working together in the future - this is

the way college is supposed tobe," she says. I

For more information about the
Honors College,
visit www. kent.edu/honors. To learn
more about the l\ctorsn Summit,
visit www. actorssum mit. org.
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Combine Demolition Derby documentary follows the evolution of farm equipment to a new sport.

/ 8Y l(I BERLEY SlRl( / PH0I0S 8Y GARY HARW00D,'83 /

luntry Crush is the story of the wacky, weird
Combine Demolition Derby, a sport where giant

old combines - a throwback to a simpler time
of family farming - do battle in a sport that is

the toast of the Columbiana County Fair. The

documentary focuses on the locally cultivated
sport in which drivers of massive combine
harvesters intentionally crash their machines in
a competition that involves grinding and tearing

metal, smoking engines and punctured tires.

The film features interviews with several drivers

who prepare the old combine harvesters for
competition. Country Crush is the work of Molly Merryrman, associate

professor in the Department of Sociology. The program premiered on

Western Reserve PBS (WNEO 45.1/WEAO 49.1) on Sept. 7; the cable

station has the rights to air the documentary though 2013.
"There's so little authentic entertainment available anymore," says

Merryman. "The focus of Country Crush is real people. It celebrates a

unique skill set farmers have, in a unique way."

THE TOAST OF THE COUNTY FAIR
A staple at the Columbiana County Fair since 1992, the Combine

Demolition Derby attracts a large crowd of fans and brings together farmers

and locals to witness the friendly competition. The event has evolved

into the largest single draw at the fair, with more than 500 spectators

packing the stands, braving all variety of weather, over its short history.

The derby lasts for several heats, and the last machine moving wins.

L4 Kevr Srars MacazrNE

Rather than the loosely organized undertaking that it may appear, the

derby has a set of rules and requirements that are posted on the Columbiana

County Fairwebsite. Drivers can spend months in preparation for a single

aftemoon of battle.

A UNIOUE APPEAL
Merryrman, who owns a small farm, began attending the hyper-local

sporting event in 2000. "I found it to be a unique subculture," she says.

"Back in the middle of last century, when there were a great many more

family farms, these combines represented the family farm way of life.

Now as the smaller farms are swallowed up by mega-farms that can be

1,000 acres, these smaller combines are no longer the most efficient way

to bring in a harvest.

Instead of letting them rust in a forgotten corner of a barn, the

farmers chose to create an alternative form of entertainment with the

mechanical behemoths.
"I think these machines are so gigantic and so expensive

when a farmer buys them new, that the thought of somebody
intentionally smashing one into another strikes some people,

I'd say most people, as lunacy," says Columbiana County
fair board member and derby announcer Don Humphreys.
Humphreys serves as documentarynarrator, and one of the community
members featured in the film.

Country Crush was filmed during lhe 2OO7 fair season and features

drivers as they prepare their combines for competition: spending hours

on mechanical and stftrctural work for a competition in which they can

be knocked out of in a matter of minutes. Remarkably, Meryrman says, the



machines can take the abuse

delivered by the competition.
"The competitors are tenacious

mechanics," she adds. "The

combines can last from five to
seven years of competition."

"The competitors have a

great knowledge of how the
machines are built, " Merryrman

says. "l continue to be amazed

at how skilled they are, and

how well they understand
the capabilities of these old
machines."

Watching an afternoon of
competition, it's difficult to
believe that injuries are not
more prevalent.

"I've only heard of minor
injuries - bruises and cuts

being about the worst. I've only
heard of one driver breaking one small bone
in his hand while competing," says Merryman.

A POSITIVE RECEPTION BY
THE COMMUNITY

A screening of Country Crush was held Sept.

1, at Kent State University at Salem's City
Center Campus.

Ruth McCullaugh, public relations and
marketing coordinator for Kent State's
Columbiana County campuses - Kent State

Salem and KentState EastLiverpool - attended

the preview and marveled at the audience's
reaction to the film.

"The crowd really got a kick out of the fi.Im,"

McCullaugh says. "Community members,
drivers and family and friends of the drivers all
came out to watch this premiere. With popcorn
and lemonade, it felt like a day at the fair.

"It was fun to see how the drivers go about
preparing for the derby, and watching them
participate," she continues. "Those who were

not involved with the film, or even the derby,

saw how passionate the drivers are about both
farming and this sport."

Aside fiom the screening event, local bars had

their televisions tuned to Counhy Crush.

"The bars, as I understand it, which are

usually a raucous environment, were silent
as the documentary aired," says Merryman."
I heard that Pinky's - n local gathering spot
in Hanovertown - had 50 people in just to
watch the show."

Merryman also points out the deep Kent State

connection to the documentary. "Involved in

either the production or the filming of the derby

were Rick Bodnar, Horace Chong, Christopher
Hallahan, Valerie Kelly, Dustin Lee, foe Murray,

Dave Saunier and CraigTurpin."
"Among our 10 camera operators and alumni,

Craig, Dustin and Horace all filmed in a steady

downpour, which required them to be covered

in plastic bags and stand in ankle-deep mud for
hours. In some ways, it's better if it rains, though

- it's as if people think it's even more exciting

when it does.

"TWo of the drivers wore helmet cams during
the derby," Merrlzman adds. "ln addition to the
great camera work by our crew the helmet cam

video provided a unique perspective on the
derby, which was a nice addition to the rest of
the footage."

Merryman's documentaries have been
screened at festivals, conferences and
at universities internationally. Her last
documentary, Inuisible Struggles: Stories of
Northern Segregation, aired on Western Reserve

PBS in 2007. An earlier draft version of Counuy

Crush screened in the Czech Republic at the
intemationally recognized Iihlava Documentary

Festival and at the distinguished FAMU film
school in Prague.

Interviews and derbyfootage are accompanied

by the sounds of Dayton-based band Kentucky

Overflow. "Kentucky Overflow creates a unique
qmthesis of roch bluegrass, country and roots,"

says Merryman. "l was delighted when the
band decided to come to the derby, meet the
drivers and develop original music for each

person and other aspects of the documentary."

A CLEAR PICTURE
Aside from the tremendous sense of

accomplishment Merryman now enjoys from
seeing the project completed, she says the
validation from the community of drivers is
just as grati$ring.

"There was a real concern as we worked on
this that it would turn into just another way

of mocking the rural way of life," Merryman
explains. "I heard from the drivers and the
community at the screening a clear sentiment
that I had gotten it right."

"The audiences were very proud to see a

local event - part of their fair - become part
of a documentary," she says. "They saw it as a

realistic, honest depiction of their way of life,
told in a funny, yet not mocking, way." I

For more information about the
Columbian County Fai6 visit
http ://col u m bia nacou ntyf a i n org.
For more information about Western
Reserve PBS and the documentary
visit http://western reservepubl icmedia.
org/cou ntrycrush/i ndex. htm.
To learn more about Kent State's
Columbiana County campuses, visit
www.salem.kent.edu or
www.eliv.kent.edu.
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i nnovative 0ppcrtunrties for students
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he Robert S. Morrison Health and Science Building
at Kent State University at Ashtabula features plenty
of unique learning spaces for students in health

care programs. It also houses the only cadaver lab between Erie

and Cleveland, and is the only lab of its kind within the Kent State

Universiry system.

Kent State Ashtabula Dean and Chief Administrative Officer Susan

Stocker, '84, Ph.D. '07, says the Cadaver Lab provides a tremendous

learning experience for students and it raises the level of education the

campus is able to provide. "The inclusion of the Cadaver Lab reflects our
commitment to our students, " Stocker says. "It was a major investment,

from the special considerations related to designing and constructing
the space to the ongoing operation of the lab," she says.

Ashtabula Campus Physical Therapist Assistant Technology (PIST)

Program Director Mike Blake saw the benefit of teaching anatomywith
cadavers. Blake said that instead of feeling plastic and metal, students

16 Kpvr Srnra MncazrNE
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get to experience real flesh and bone. "It's the difference between

pointing to an anatomically correct mannequin versus touching and

experiencing the real thing," he said.

It was Blake who approached the dean with the idea of a cadaver lab

in the new building. In his proposal, he stated: "This anatomy cadaver

lab will elevate the learning for all of our anatomy students." Students

enrolled in health care profession degrees on the campus will use the

lab during the required anatomy course.

According to Biological Sciences Instructor Michael Brennan,

learning has been elevated so far. "The cadavers bring another level

of understanding of the anatomy, " Brennan says. "Plastic mannequins

show some things well, but not others, so they are not entirely accurate, "

he says.

He feels that using human cadavers rather than plastic models is

important. "Students get to look at real positioning and the texture of
the muscles, bones and tendons," Brennan says.
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Physical Therapist Assistant Technology student Megan

Suchala feels the cadavers are very helpful in the learning
process. "When it comes to location of a muscle or tendon,
you get the real picture," Suchala says. She adds, "More

specifically, you actually get to see the real thing."

a # ' "r'r #
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When Blake approached the dean during the design process

with his proposal to include the lab, he was able to list many
advantages. Similar labs at other universities have been shown

to increase student interest and performance. Students who
gain this experience demonstrate clinical skills superiorto those

who do not. The campus also is offering continuing education

classes it had been previously unable to accommodate.

Once approval for the project was obtained, more research

was called for. "We researched laws, regulations, policies,

procedures and, especially, air-handling equipment," Blake says.

The Cadaver Lab needs to have adequate air replacement.

The system replaces air in the room 10 to 12 times per hour.

Two stainless steel ventilated dissection tables connect to a

wall ventilation pipe that draws room air through the table so

fumes do not spread into the room when the cadaver is open.

The Cadaver Lab still needs one more addition. Because the

room will only accommodate 1B people at a time, students

in two classrooms across the hall will be able to view cadaver

work through a special camera in the lab.
"It is a resource-intensive learning space, but well worth

it when you consider the advantage it gives our students,"

Stocker adds.

,t&&pw*w w #, #.# ww { )ww w#ww&vww-#n

The cadavers come from the body donation program
at Wright State University. There is one of each gender for
students to work with. Cadavers will typically remain in the
lab for up to two years. The replacement schedule depends on
how much work is done on the body, but most important, on
how well the body reacts to the preservatives used.

The faculty prepares the bodies for viewing. "lt takes

40 hours of preparation work to get each body ready for
showing," Blake says.

In the future, advanced students may assist in dissection.

Students are not required to touch the cadavers, but are

encouraged to do so and have the opportunity to palpate all
the structures, which will help for future tests.

When it is time to exchange bodies, the cadavers are

returned to the body donation center for cremation. The ashes

are then returned to the families.

Nursing Lab and Simulation Center Coordinator Mary
Crump and students will hold memorials for the bodies

before they are returned. ffi

For more information about
Kent State University at Ashtabula, visit
www. ashtabula. kent. edu.
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Golden Flashes women athletes were honored with multiple events,

includ ing a lettering ceremony for Pre-Title lX student-ath letes.

t
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ent State University Intercollegiate

Athletics honored Golden Flashes

women athletes, both past and

present, Oct. B-10, with various

events, including a lettering

ceremony for Pre-Title IX student-

athletes at the Celebrating a Century of Kent

State Women's Athletics event.

The weekend kicked off Friday, Oct. B,

with women's intercollegiate field hockey

and soccer. Prior to Kent State's soccer game

against Eastern Michigan, Kent State dedicated

the soccer field as Zoeller Field, recognizing

a generous donation from former student-

athlete Ron Zoeller,' 69.

On Saturday, the day started with a ribbon-

cutting ceremony to dedicate the Academic

Resource Center expansion, and ludy Deuine,

M.A.'70, was given a commemorative plaque

honoring her recent commencement speech. A
replica of her plaque, featuring various quotes

from her address, h'angs near the entrance of
the center. Saturday morning also featured

an alumnae game for the Kent State women's

basketball program held at the MAC Center.

{::; ;Tffi
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Judy Devine looks at the plaque that will hang in the

Academic Resource Center located at the back of the

Memorial Athletic and Convocation Center.

One of the highlights of the Celebrating a

Century of Kent State Women's Athletics was the

Lessons from Legends panel, which provided

many current Kent State student-athletes the

opportunity to interact and ask questions of
alumnae who were former student-athlete

standouts. The panel session covered a wide
range of history and participation.

'fhe Celebrating a Century of Kent State

Women's Athletics Luncheon was the "MVP"

of the weekend, as Kent State recognized all

pre-Title IX Intercollegiate Athletics women
participants with a varsity letter. More than 100

former women's sports participants received

an honorary letter.

Following the Homecoming football victory
over Akron, the event concluded Sunday, Oct.

10, with multiple athletic events. Along with
a pair of varsity competitions for field hockey

and soccer, the Kent State softball team hosted

an alumnae game and a reunion of the 1990

College World Series squad.

For more information about the
Celebrating a Century of Kent
State Women's Athletics event, see
http ://bit. lylwomensath letics.
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football coach a[ a news conference 

- Birth date i an,;r , "

The first minoriqz head coach in the g0-year history of the program, Hazell f^om:lol{n : ci'r'vr 
II r4t 1964

f amilv: t^i;f^ lnuntinson, I\/.J.;'

t
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""'"'o'#'I':u:fr'J"'l#'""u"l couldn't be more excited ro welcome Danell ro the Kent stare family," Nielsen ^ 
BA rn spefli,'i]ojege, '36

sa),s. 'when you're looking for a head foorball coach, ir's not iust a mar rer of if rhey PnOf g s * i .r- - 
- "- 

' 
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and business

can coach - its important to make sure they are a fit for this program, this campus ,oor-to Onlllll{ 
CrxpefignCe

and this community. I have no doubt in my mind that Danell is that penon." a:; i:Il qniyersiry

Flashes' fans the winning program they desewe. Many ofthe pieces are in place to 2Oo3 ,,,i-^i'ii,*" tfi"i n"t*n,
be successful, and I'm confident that with a lot of hard work, we'll get it done." l,'j-€.^il. Uniu"r.ltv

Hazell, 46, spent the past seven seasons as a member of The ohio state zonr_,.'. ]t" ",1 
Heaa ioacn

University coaching staff and boasts 25 years of experience as a coach on the --* "" ll9teura gr;u"r.u,,
collegiate level. He sewed as assistant head coach and also coached the Buckeyes' ,noo.^^ ,"1oe 

Receivei ''
wide receivers. During his time in Columbus, Hazell developed a number ofAll ' ' ' wv west Virpini. ' '' ,

BigTen playels, induding six who currenrly play in rhe NFL. Runninf g')ifnrversity
A native of Cinnaminson, N.J., Hazell joined the Ohio State staff in February 7997*98 

U.S. Miljfe 
^r A^^ ,

2004 following a three-year stay ar Rutgers. He has also coached ar West Virginia, Wiae ReiJil;:'#:fy
Army, westem Michigan, Penn, Eastem Illinois and Oberlin. 

o 7995-.96 
Western ;,,;::":1:t.Ends

After a standout high school career in New fersey, Hazell enrolled at Wrde puru'i;;;:t' university

Muskingum College in the fall of 79B2.He moved into the starring lineup at 7992-.94 
Un'

wide receiver as a sophomore and was a regular his last three years, winning rr:;;;["::[:nnsylvania
all-conference honors all three of those seasons. As a senior, he also earned l9S9-91 

Oberlin College

"\*:i':xlT:::T:J^nffi;1YH'i;lTTl:"tL:TT,: ::1t,* ,ess ::::'','"-iiiioinu,o,
career the following fall as running backs coach ar Oberlin college. He was Rrr;;;:'!::i.s University

inducted into the Muskingum Hall of Fame in 1993. 7986-ST 
Oberl ."'o 
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Athletics, visit www. kentstatesports.com.
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In 1997, Apple Inc. (then known as Apple
Computer) began an advertising campaign utilizing

images of iconic 2Oth-century inventors and
artists paired with the slogan, "Think different. "

While the slogan infuriated some
grammarians, it certainly described
the culture of innovation at the
groundbreaking company, and it is a way
of thinking that continues to this day.

Six Kent State graduates who studied at

the Liquid Crystal Institute@ (LCI) can
attest to this, because they see it every
day. They work there.

Cheng Chen, 'O6; Mihe Dorjgotou,
'7O; Mingxia (Vincent) Gu,'09; William

Liu, 'O1; Charles Wang, '03; and Ming
X1.1, '00, are a part of the display team at

Apple, working on such technological game-

changers such as the iPhone, the iPad mobile
media device and the iMac computer.

PRffiW&ffiED ff-ffiffi
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Display Engineer Mike Dorjgotov is the latest

Kent State graduate to join the Cuperrino, Calif.,
firm. Dorjgotov who started as an intern in February

2010, went full time in August after graduating with
a Ph.D. in chemical physics from Kent State. He
now works on the iPad mobile media device.

"ln my role as an optical engineer, I'm concerned
with things such as brightness, contrast ratio, color

- everything related to visual aspect of the display,"
Dorjgotov says. "lt encompasses everything from
design to manufacturing to even dealing with parts

suppliers. It's really a wide range of things. "

Dorjgotov credits his Kent State education with
preparing him for the challenges of working for an
industry leader. "At the Liquid Crystal Institute, they
have a class solely focused on display optics, where
we studied different liquid crystal display modes.
That type of training was very helpful as I moved
into the industry. To this day, we still use a lot of the
notes and materials from our classes at Kent State."

In 1965, *re Kent State Board ofTrustees authorized
the formation of the Liquid Crystal Institute. Major
grants followed fiom the National Institutes of
Health, the National Science Foundation and U.S.

defense agencies. Research at the institute helped
establish the field of liquid crystals.

For Dorjgotov the path to the Liquid Crystal
Institute was somewhat indirect. After graduating
with a bachelor's degree in engineering physics

from the University of Central Oklahoma in
2003, Dorjgotov moved to Ohio for a position at
AlphaMicron Inc. in Kent, Ohio. "I had a professor
who knew Bahman Taheri, one of the founders of
the company," Dorjgotov says. "AlphaMicron has a

close relationship with the Liquid Crystal Institute,
and during my year there, I got to know the people
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at Kent State and eventually decided to go to graduate school
there. It really changed my path in life."

Dorjgotov remembers the beginning of his Kent State

schooling fondly. "My first semester was the toughest, as far as

overall workload and studies go," Dorjgotov says. "There were
only five or six of us in the Ph.D. program, and we were working
late every night in the graduate student office. I'm not sure we
realized it then, but looking back it was a really great time."

Last May, the phenomenal success of the new iPad and the
continued sales growth of the iPhone helped Apple reach the
position of most valuable technological firm in the world, based
on market capitalization.

"lt's very exciting when you see people using the iPad
everywhere and knowing you had something to do with it,"
Dorjgotov says. "Being at school and working on concepts and
basic research is great, but being in the industry and actually
making a ploduct for consumers is a whole different experience.
It's challenging, but it's great. "

In the last decade, the field of Iiquid crystal displaytechnology
has exploded with strong demand around the world for LCD
televisions, computer monitors and new electronic devices, such
as the iPad and Amazon's Kindle. "Kent State was the birthplace
of the technology that makes these devices possible," says Oleg
Lawentovich, director of the Liquid Crystal Institute. "While
the products may be manufactured overseas, the design and
innovation that fuels the growing high-tech secror is primarily
here in the United States, " Lavrentovich adds.

$ffiXffiffiffiffiffiffi} F'ffiffi
TffiffiffiWWffiOffi

Senior Display Engineer Mingxia Gu works on the iMac and
Cinema Display products. He says his training at Kent State not
only provided him with the knowledge and expertise to succeed,
but also reshaped his way of thinking.

"Lots of people talk about thinking outside the box," Gu says.
"lt can start with a weird idea, but that idea has to be based
on something. At the end of the day, it takes experience and
knowledge of how to get there. This is the way I was taught at
Kent State. "

Cu also began working at Apple before finishing his studies
at Kent State. He staned in April 2008 while still finishing his
doctoral work. "lt feels great to be here, " he says. "'fhere are times
when t look around and realize that I work with some of the
smartest people in the world. This is a great learning opportunity
fbr me personally and professionally, considering that I do not
have much industrial experience."

So what's it like working at one of the most successful
companies in the world? "l was a little intimidated at first," Gu
admits. "But the people here are very friendly, and I have the
motivation to succeed. Once you are in this tlpe of situation,

Above left to right: Ming Xu and Mike Dorjgotov
Right left to right: William Liu, Vincent Gu and
Cheng Chen.
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you have to have that, because the culture here is all about success.

The feeling of accomplishment is tremendous. "

Gu makes it clear that his Kent State education played a key role

in his success. "Every day I benefit from the method of thinking that
I leamed arLCI," he says. "lt has been a great help."

Gu also appreciated the environment at the Liquid Crystal

Institute. "Everyone there - from the administrative staff to the

faculty and advisors - was willing to help. It was like family."
Though he's been working at Apple for less than three years, Cu

says it already feels like a long time. "The pace at Apple is so fast. In
the short time I've been here, l've already seen a number of different
generations of the products I'm working on."

"EverJr day I berrefll
from lire method.
of thinkin$ that

I learned at LCI ...
il hras beerr

a great hreipJ'
-Vinr-:cnl, Lhl

"Things move pretty fast here," Dorjgotov agrees, laughing. "lt
seems like you have to adapt every minute of the day. It's definitely
a challenge but it's also very exciting."

C(}${il'ry;TKffiffiffiD OF ffiffiffiffi,I*
Sn&trffi$ffi KALE3ffiffi

For his part, Lawentovich isn't surprised that a company

such as Apple would look to Kent State as a source of top-notch
talent. "The field of liquid crystal science and applications is

impossible to imagine without the contributions of the institute's
graduates, researchers and faculry" Lawentovich says. "Ovet its

45-year history, the institute has trained many specialists that
currently work at important high-tech
companies, fiom industrial giants such

as Coming, 3M, Motorola and Hewlett
Packard, to local beacons of innovation
such as Kent Displays, AlphaMicron,
CoAdna Photonics, Hana Microdisplay
Technologies and Kent Optronix.

Kent Displays, a company founded
in 1993 and located a few miles from
the Kent State campus, is now a world
leader in the research, development and

manufacture of LCO applications. Its
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Technology gives access to university at the touch of a button
I tsY ENIru OTSINI, KE}IT STATN PUBLIC RETATI{}NS STU]}EHT /

It is hard to believe that one hundred years ago, the biggest technological
discovery was the first neon lamp. Now, a century later, Kent State has
flashed forward with the development of its first iPhone application.

The first phase of the project featured Kent State news, events, a
university directory and map, as well as access to Kent State
images and video.

Phase two, which hit the iPhone App Store in late November,
allows users to obtain library materials, sports scores and a Iist
of courses. Phase three, slated for an early 2OI1 launch, will
include a virtual tour of the university, as well as a bus schedule.

ln July, the Division of lnformation Services and University
Communications and Marketing partnered with Blackboard, a

company that works to transform the educational experience,
to develop the free iPhone app.

According to Vice President for lnformation Services Ed

Mahon, developing mobile applications for smart phones is
a strategic initiative that extends Kent State's information
services offerings to devices that are being adopted by students.

"With the rapid growth of the mobile space, we are excited
to be stepping into the mobile application-development front,
to provide yet another dimension to the technology services we
already engineer and support," Mahon says.

The Kent State app will also be available for Blackberry and
Android as the university progresses in its technology efforts.

Team member Nick Gehring, coordinator of electronic
communication and web content services, says the app, under

the name KSUMobile, is now available on iTunes and is a way for Kent State to
adapt to the technological age.

"Mobile lnternet is growing atablazingrate," Gehring says. "Some reports have
it taking over traditional PC-bound use in five years. ln order to stay competitive
and relevant, we had to develop a strong mobile website and phone applications."

Gehring also says smart phone applications help users obtain information
faster by storing features data and images rather than loading information from
the Web.

"This is a project that will never be completed," Gehring says. "We will
continue to add more features to our mobile presence and hopefully make them
useful and relevant to our students, faculty, staff and alumni."

ln addition to Mahon and Gehring, those team members who made the iPhone
app possible are Lin Danes, director of web services and interactive media,
University Communications and Marketing; lris Harvey, vice president, University
Relations; Gary Young, project manager, lnformation Services; sameer Jaleel,
manager, web presence, lnformation Services; Tom Neumann, associate vice
president, University Communications and Marketing; Coleen Santee, executive
director, lnformation Services; Matt Suhay, associate applications developer,
lnformation Services; and Liz wyglendowski, lead web presence analyst,
lnformation Services. I

To find out how to get the app, learn about the features and
share feedback, visit www.kent.edu/ksumobile/index.cfm,

popular Boogie Board writing tablet uses

technology licensed from Kent State.
"Our graduates are having a significant

impact on the industry and their success

shows the value of education in the field of
Iiquid crystals at Kent State," Lawentovich
adds.

There are Kent State grads working at
display companies worldwide and the
Apple employees occasionally meet former
classmates at manufacturing facilities in
fuia to finalize designs.

PR.&ffiSSGED TStr
coLr*asoRAsffiffiffiw

All of the Kent State graduates working at Apple are
assigned to the corporate headquarters in Cupertino,
Calif., and they remain in contact with each other.

Senior display engineers Ming Xu, William Liu and
Cheng Chen work on the display of the iPhone, iPod
and other products. Program Manager Charles Wang
works on the iPad, as well as Apple's notebooks.

"My studies at the institute laid the foundation of my
knowledge in liquid crystal and LCDs that is crucial for
my current work at Apple," Liu says.

Xu also credits the fundamentals learned at Kent
State for helping his career, but his favorite memories
from his Kent State years are decidedly low tech. "I
enjoyed playing badminton at the student center and
watching the football team and the marching band,"
Xu says.

"Nearly all of us are in the same section of the same
building and there is interaction on almost a daily
basis, " Dorjgotov says. "Even though we may be working
on different projects, we often have the same display-
related issues. So we get together and discuss them." I

For more information about the Liquid
Crystal lnstitute, visit www.lci.kent.edu.
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SANDRA WALKE,R, 
,72

ADMINISTRATIVE AND PRESIDING IUDGE OF THE EAST CLEVEIAND MUI{ICIPAL COURT

SANDRA WALKER, '72, presiding judge of
the East Cleveland Municipal Court, oversees the
operations of the court and clerk of courts. She
presides over a variety of cases, including criminal
misdemeanor cases, felony arraignments, traffic
cases, eviction cases, small claims and civil cases
with damages of $15,000 or less, and many others.
Prior to her legal career, which started in 1984 as

an assistant prosecuting attorney, Walker worked as

a clinical nurse specialist and nursing supervisor
for Metro-Health Medical Center. Walker earned
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing and was part of
the second class of students who received the first
nursing degrees.

$114NW
UNIVERSITY

ALTJMNI ASSOCIATION

WHAT KENT STATE MEANS TO YOU

Kent State helped to lay the foundation for my future
success. I felt that after graduating from Kent State in
May 1972lhaI lcould accomplish anything. lpassed my

registered nursing license examination with flying colors. I

ranked national on all five parts of the exam, which meant
that I could apply for a nursing license in all 50 states
without taking another exam.

FAVORITE KENT STATE MEMORY

My favorite Kent State memory was riding the bus to Mt. Sinai

Hospital in Cleveland at 5 a.m. for my cltnical experience.

WHAT IS THE GREATEST LESSON YOU
LEARNED AT KENT STATE?

The greatest lesson I learned at Kent State was to be

confident and believe in myself. As a child, I had a speech
problem in which I stuttered. ltook a class in public
speaking, and it was the lesson from that class that helped

me throughout my life in speaking.

MOST SIGNIFICANT LIFE
ACCOMPLISHMENT
My most significant life accomplishment is giving back to
the community and working with children. For example,
I have received so much joy in working with the students
at Shaw High School as one of the legal advisors for the
Mock Trial Team; training the students in the Criminal
Justice Program in my courtroom; and teaching the
constitution to the students in the 3R's Program.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LIFETIME
MEMBER OF THE KENT STATE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION?
I believe that I would not be where I am in life or be the
person that I have become without the education and the
life lessons that I have learned from Kent State. Therefore,

I will continue to belong to the alumni association,
continue to make donations to the school and to share my

time.

MEMBERS SUPPORT PROGRAMS THAT:

. Build and sustain lifelong relationships;

. Encourage learning and professional growth;

. Celebrate the successes of alumni,
faculty and students; and

. Share the excitement of university accomplishments.



CLASS
The Kent State Unive$ity Alumni Association wants to publish photographs ofyou and other Kent State alumni. Ifyou

recendy attended a wedding or anolher event with other alumni, then send us your photos. We welcome all photos but will noi be able to publish
pictures with just one alumnus due to the high number of pictures we receive Please do not send photos that you wish to have retumed. You may
e-mail photographs, preferably high resolution digital images, to alumni@kent.edu. Make sure to indude a caption with the names of alumni in
the photo and their gaduating yean.

I F { Ben Steele, Billings, Mont.,' h I nut oonareo ii oi nrs orr

f, t paintings and 78 original

drawings to the Montana Museum of Art

and Culture at the University of Montana

in Missoula. An exhibition of Steele's

work, titled war Torn, the Aft of Ben

Steele, willopen in September 2011.

I F fl SolP. Baltimore, LathruP

c b lll 
gT #iii;;iii,?i,v,i1;

wedding anniversary Aug. 20, 2010.

'60[:;ir$Jdfil*ffi,,
Haiti, titled Caribbean Enigma.

t ff 6 Jack W. Carlton, ivi.A. 
'br,

bJ:l*rl:Hl:1;!'J;.;'''
Youngstown State University and has

been the curator coordinator of Ihe Mural
Project: Museum Without Walls. He also

has been responsible for the installation
of more than 50 public murals in
downtown Youngstown. Carlton recently

had a retrospect of his work featured at

the Coy Cornelius Art Gallery.

t n fl Marilyn S. (Frazier)Kerr.

ooHLTXi,:T:'J;;ffj'
Who's Who Professional of the Year

in Clinical Pathology. Kerr recently

celebrated her silver anniversary with

Alliance Community Hospital as a

medical technologist.

t7 
nfiffi:rnffiqiilfi},.

, ll *ior., an Amercan
Speech and Hearing Association fellow

and University of Mississippi speech

pathologist, has been selected as the

next president of the Mississippi Speech

and Hearing Association. Higdon took

office Jan. 1, 2011.

l1 { leflrey Hammond, i'vl.A.

I I ;i;li ll;?;^li Il;,,
and published Little Big World, Collecting

Louis Man and the Anerican Fifties.

, ', fl Marl W. Shaughnessy.

I l3,ifliil,hT;ffi'J,lil
his brother, Don, '90, IiIled Vietnam

Remembered Today - A Tale of Two

Brothers. BillTruby, M.Ed. '84, Ph.D.

'92, Barnesville, Ga., was one of four

recipients in the state of Georgia to

receive the President's Award from

the Georgia School Superintendents

Association. Truby is the superintendent

of Lamar County Schools.

I', fl MichaelS. Ghappo, Eryrra,

I Jfi,lll;,ii'il,ft;ljiil'
150 for Sherwin Williams in Cleveland,

0hio. Twice a year, he visits his

classmate, , when he

attends recurrent flight training at the

FlightSafety Learning Center located

at the Dallas-Fort Worth lnternational

Airport in Texas. Chappo and Mitchell
grew up together in Elyria, 0hio, and

both graduated from the Aerospace

Technology program in 1973. Dennis C.

Cuneo, M.B.A., Alexandria, Va., is now a

partner with Fisher & Phillips, a leading

national labor and employment law

firm. Cuneo will launch the firm's new

office and practice in Washington, D.C.

, Ft. Worth, Texas, flew

in the Navy and then worked at various

companies in aviation training, such as

MA and Raytheon Beechcraft. Mitchell

is now the director of quality at the

Dal las-Fort Worth Fl i ghtSafety Learni ng

Center in Texas where he gets to visit
Mike Chappo, his childhood friend

from Elyria, 0hio, and fellow Aerospace

Technology classmate, when he comes

for training twice a year.

I a I Pat (Miller) Divoky,

I J*rIiTiJ'rltlill#
the Summit County Department of Job

and Family Services where he manages

a $68 million budget and supervises

nearly 400 staff members. Darlene E.

McGoy, Chagrin Falls, 0hio, has been

appointed as associate vice chancellor

of affordability and efficiency at the 0hio

Board of Regents.

| ', fl Larry Gembicki, Cleveland,

t O 3i,?;iffiiX'f ; ffi:iil:?l:
Technology from Cuyahoga Community

College. Marilynn (Marchione)

Mastroianni, Whitefish Bay, Wis., a medical

writer at the Associated Press, has been

awarded the 2010 Victor Cohn Prize for

Lrcellence in Medical Science Journalism

for her compelling and enterprising

reporting for a worldwide audience.

I 7 0 r,o*, ohio, receiveoinlo
I tl zoto Trailblazer Award

from The Ph.D. Project Management

Doctoral Student Association for

outstandi ng service, leadership and

commitment to the management
professions, and for being an exemplary

role model.

'80tl:,;nffirx*ffiil:;
Nurses Association, has been selected

for induction as a Fellow at the

American Academy of Nursing. Selection

for membership in the academy is one

of the most prestigious honors in the

nursing profession.

'81l:;uas#i#ft"
NCAA Public Address Announcer of the

Year by The National Association of

Sports Public Address Announcers. Kurtz

serves as the sports public address

announcer at Kent State University.

Carol A. (Smiechewicz) Sedlak, M.S.N.

'85, Ph.D. '94, Garfield Heights, 0hio,

has been selected for induction as a

Fellow at the American Academy of

Nursing. Selection for membership in the

academy is one of the most prestigious

honors in the field of nursing.

t 
R ?ctrurtrnd, ohio, recentty

f, f, received his Ph.D. in

counselor education and supervision

from the University of Toledo.

' R 4lxit 3,HH?? :iJJ!,f;i,
lY I joined the Early Childhood

Education Committee at the Association

for Childhood Education lnternational.

Schleig is a project manager for a

three-year Early Reading First grant, is
employed by the Committee of Academic

Excellence (CAE) and sits on the
professional development com mittee and

grants/research team. Schleig is also a

speaker and trainer at the CAE.

' R h [ej: I;t'rf[?1]lll;l'o
|1l rr onro, was nameo orrecror oT

curriculum and instruction for Massillon

City Schools.

'86lilf#rilll*r'll
National Lifesaving Award for rescuing a

21-year-old Miami man.

' R TilliilL};ffilx?#1il?
f, , vrce presroenl or marKerng ar

EYE Lighting lnternational of North America.

' I I tl#ili:r#i*';:;,,,
Tallmadge Branch Library. Lee has been

with the branch since 1991.

'90l*i:*,nlr*rr'l;
a book with his brother, Mark, '72, titled
Vietnam Remembered Today - A Tale of
Two Brothers.

'q 1l;L:l;l31lif;;;;l, I dean of students atthe
University of Alaska Southeast.

t q l uitiu,d,ohio, won the

! LDesrrnarron Hrraro rogo

contest by incorporating several things
for which the city is known. Salcone

runs her own freelance graphic design

business, Salcuni Logos and Design.

i irr,ltt:.,,liitti !:i: 1.; r.fi. ,
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A host of the world's greatest musical, political and

entertainment icons made special appearances

at Kent State University between 1966 and 1986.

We're talking the likes of Bruce Springsteen,

Duke Ellington, Elton John and Ray Charles. The

following are photos of the performances from
promotional ads that have been preserved in Kent

State's archives. And yes, before there was ll Divo,

there was DEVO.

What performances did you
enjoy at Kent State? Share your

memories at www.ksaulumni.org. Please click

on "KSU Memories" under the alumni tab. lf you

have photos from concerts you would like to share,

please e-mail alumni@kent.edu.

1 , Peter Gabriel

OcI.2I, I97B

2. DEVO

April4,1975

3. Tom Waits

April 16,1977

4. Elton John

May 5,1972

5. Frank Zappa and The Mothers of

lnvention with John Mclaughlin and the

Mahavishnu Orchestra

May 1, 1973

6. Pink Floyd

March 10, 1973

7. Henry Mancini with The Carpenters

Oct. 10, 1970

8. Bill Cosby

Nov. 15, 1969

9. The Byrds

Oct. 9, 1971

1O. The Clash

OcL 17, I9B2

1 1 . Ray Charles and Louis Armstrong

OcI.20-21,1967

12. Paul Simon

Oct.20, 1973
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t q 6 lff f,T iilll l1ffi'[!,:,ll']; 0,,,,
f, t 100 Ways To Make A Positive lmpression,

a question-and-answer book designed for children and

their caregivers to encourage discussions that develop

kind, confident and respectful kids.

t n fl Jeanine M. (Bohazi)Fisher, North Canton,

U O 3,T;;l,t ffffi : il'JJ'ii,flfi ;'o'n"o'
Memorial Hospital.

t q q i::i: :,'l?Il?,Hi[;]# iiil3;
f, f, Physicians and is nationally certified

through American Academy of Nurse Practitioners, of

whrch she is also a member, Payne is a Travis French

Award recipient for exceptional understanding of
childbearing families and received the 0utstanding
Achievement Award from the lnternational Society of

Poetry for poems she has written.

' 0 0 ffiHff#r nx,:#inii #lin, :
What Melville Means Today.

'0 7frf#;*{frfiriiilnr
2009 as emerging technologies librarian
and adjunct assistant professor of law,

'09#j',,':,'ft#:lrnu;r,l'
and was hired in May as an assistant
buyer at Larrimor's, an upscale men's and

women's store in downtown Pittsburgh.

'10ilrilkulrl;l};,;:;#
Challenges Usl Mwaka had been in

residence at 0ur Lady of Perpetual Help

in Aurora for several years. Amber M.

Myers, South Amherst, 0hio, joined the
administrative team at BCG and Co. as an

administrative assistant where she will
support the firm's operations and recruiting
f unctions. Aaron A. Rex, Perrysburg, 0hio, is

the new band director at Xenia High School

where he has introduced a dance routine

into its pr0gram. Rex also directs the concert
band, symphonic band and pep band, and

he teaches c0urses in piano, musical theater
and the history of lazzand rock music.

t 
n L"a raw ribraria, #f ii; #:XT3:[,t'
V I vlce presrdent/president elect of the Law

Librarians Society of Washington, D.C.

,. 
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AIumni Gollege o ll/l ay 21 ,2011
Return to campus as we kick off our
first annual Alumni College.

Renew friendships with fellow alumni
and enjoy stimulating classes on fun
and contemporary topics.

Revel in your Kent State memories
and experience the new and exciting
energy 0n campus.

I\liNT SIAI'E tINIVERSII'Y

For more

information, call
888-320-KENT

or visit
wwwksualumni.org/
alumnicollege.

ALUMN I ASSOCIATION

Excellence in Action

Winter 2011 www.kent.edu
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So whether it
Cleveland area,

make someone

is snow or sunshine in the
Goddard always manages to
happy with his forecasts.

Dick Goddard,'60, says the No. 1 reason

for working as a meteorologist is that he can

"infuriate people in 25 counties in three minutes."
Goddard, chief meteorologist at WTW-

TV Fox B in Cleveland, will celebrate his
50th anniversary as a meteorologist in May.

Homecoming 2010 was another 50-year

milestone for Goddard, who attended the
Golden Order luncheon, honoring the Class of
1960. "l can't pinpoint one thing that I enjoyed
most [about Homecoming]," Goddard says.

"l liked the black squirrels and I was happy
to meet a lot of different people and see some
of my classmates." He was also very surprised
at how much the campus has grown.

"l haven't been back to Kent State in a

number of years, and it was shocking, in a

way, compared to what it was. There were only
15,000 students when I attended, and now
there are over 40,000," Goddard says. "I got
lost and I needed a GPS on campus. People

had to tell the weatherman where to go. We

always get told where to go."
Goddard, who graduated with a Bachelor of

Fine Arts degree, had ambitions of becoming a
cartoonist and passed up a job at Walt Disney
Studios to take a career in television. He started

working at Cleveland's KYW-TV for a few
years and then signed a 13-week contract with
WIW-TV that turned into 50 years. Today he is
known as one of the most popular weathermen
in Cleveland.
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Goddard came to Kent State after discovering
the success of the Department of Art. He knew
they had a great reputation and had much
respect for the work of Elmer Nouotny who was

head of the department.
trf you knew Dick Goddard in college you

might have thought he would be a performer on
Broadway. As a student, Goddard participated

in musicals induding O'lilahoma, Annie CetYour

Gun, DamnYankees and many others.
"l loved to sing," Goddard says. "ln

Oklahoma I was the guy picked to hit the high
note at the end of it."

When he was not performing or busy with
classes, Goddard worked the night shift for the
National Weather Service at the Akron-Canton
Regional Airport. This job brought Goddard to
his first position atWJW-W.

AIter he gaduated, Goddard sang manytimes
for the Cleveland Pops Orchesta. In addition to
singing he loves animals and enjop promoting
animal welfare during his forecasts.

Goddard says he tries not to scare viewers with
his forecasts and instead hopes to help people

when he makes an accurate forecast.

According to a general survey that Goddard
conducted about favorite seasons, B percent of
viewers like winter, which he considers a bit high.

For those looking to escape the snow
Goddard has good news.

"In Iune, |uly and Augustwe [those living in
Northeast Ohio] get more sunshine here than in
San Diego, Honolulu orMiami," Goddard sa1's.

Dick Goddard performing in Damn Yankees in 1960
(photo from A Book of Memorres).



The 2010 Distinguished Teaching Award recrpients share their thoughts on teaching
/ BY ERIN (lRSINI. KENT STATE PUBLIC RELAII(lNS STUDENT /

The growth, success and national and global accomplishments of
Kent State would not be possible without thousands of professors,

faculty members and teaching assistants. Among those teachers, many

stand out and deserve special recognition. The Kent State Alumni
Association sponsors the Distinguished Teaching Award (DTA), which

is the university's most prestigious teaching honor.

,6&
Deborah Bice, Depaftment of English,

Kent State University at Ashtabula

Why do you enioy teaching at Kent

State?

It's a small enough campus that
I am needed and can make a real

difference in someone's education
and even life choices. However, we

are large enough that our reputation
is noteworthy. I am always proud to
say I teach at Kent State.

What is one of your most memorahle

moments teaching at Kent State?

It's gratifying to note the strong
and steady development of
the English major at Kent State

Ashtabula, with students who
display enthusiasm and respect for
our department. I enjoy watching as

our English students move on and

succeed and become who they were

always meant to be - passionate,

productive and professional.

How does it feel to be a recipient of

such an honorable award?

It is such an honor to be praised

and validated for doing what I
most enjoy; I am humbled, proud,
exhilarated and most grateful.

Danielle Gruhler, School of Teaching,

Learning and Curriculum Studies, Kent State University

Why do you enioy teaching?

The students that I have the privilege of teaching are

so invested in their programs of study. They are eager to
learn and try what they're leaming in their own classrooms

and field experiences. I am part of a very supportive

environment where colleagues challenge and encourage

one another, collaborate, solve problems and make

decisions with the best interests of our students and the

field of education in mind.

What is one 0f your most memorable moments teaching?

In the Reading and Writing in Middle Childhood course,

my students and I do a lot of writing.
At the end of class, one of my students approached

me, and shared a poem he had written for me. The poem

was about the "safe place" our classroom was and how it
was a space where he could really think about the kind
of person and teacher he wanted to be for his own future
students. He wrote that "through each others' footsteps we

leam about ourworld." I am grateful that he recognized

the importance of the community - both personal and

professional - we had together created. I read that poem
every once in a while and smile at the memory of that
moment.

How does it feelto be a recipient of such an honorable

award?
It feels, in every sense, an honor to be named a finalist

for the Distinguished Teaching Award. My colleagues,

co-workers, family and friends have shared their own
excitement for me, which is both gratifying and humbling.

Deborah Bice, Danielle Gruhler and Kristen Marcussen, the 2010

Distinguished Teaching Award recipients, demonstrate extraordinary

teaching in the classroom, a commitment to impacting the lives of
their students and a gift for inspiring them. They truly are deserving of
the Distinguished Teaching title.

W
Kristen Marcussen,

Department of Sociology, Kent State University

Why do you enioy teaching at Kent State?

I think the students at Kent State

are fantastic. I really like teaching and

interacting with students who want to be

in the classroom and take their education

seriously. I believe that Kent State students

are motivated and thoughtful and, because

of that, they make teaching easy.

What is one of your most memorable

moments teaching at l(ent State?

Recently, I taught a summer class and

decided to run my review session as a

game show (a combination of Jeopardy and

Family Feud). The students worked together
discussing concepts, planning sfiategy

and, of course, giving their answers in the

form of a question. I liked this moment
because, while it was intended to be a light,

arxiety-reducing strategy for preparing for
an exam, it really became a great example

of cooperative leaming - for them and

for me.

How does it feelto be a recipient of such an

honorahle award?

ReceMng this award is very humbling
and just really great! It is especially nice to
be honored for doing something you love

to do.
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0entennialYear
Ends on High Note

/ BY REBECCA M(}HN, '1{I I

The official theme of Homecoming 2010 was "Flashback to the Future." But
"record-breaking" must have been the unofficial theme as attendance records

were broken left and right. Students and alumni were represented in all events

throughout campus during the weekend.

A total of 636 runners participated in the 10th Annual Bowman Cup, and the

Center for Student Involvement recorded record-breaking attendance for all of its
events. PARIA reported an all-time high of 11,011 passengers on football shuttle

busses, and Dix Stadium hosted its third-largest crowd with 24,000 fans. For the first
time since 1998, Kent State played The University of Akron for Homecoming. The

Flashes took on their arch rivals and beat the Zips 2B-I7.
In addition, new and old faces gathered together to watch the annual

Homecoming parade, which featured the Homecoming Court, along with
community and campus organizations. The Kent State University Veteran's Club
earned the Grand Prize for its parade float.

Homecoming is a family affair for Jennifer Schuller's,'O2, family. This particular
Homecoming was meaningful to Schuller because she is one of five children, all of
whom are either Kent State gtaduates or current students.

"I have attended some element of Homecoming since 2000, and this year

the energy was absolutely like no other. There was such a diverse group of
alumni who attended the brealdast and parade at the Williamson Alumni Center,"

Schuller says. "At one poing I looked around and students, recent grads and those

celebrating their 50th reunion were all really well represented."

Iim Friedl,'64, another participant in this year's events, said he couldn't believe

how much the university has grown.
"My wife and I wanted to attend Homecoming since we have a high regard for

the university; we have not been back for approximately 28 years and wanted to
celebrate the occasion of the Centennial," Friedl says.

His personal tour of the campus during the weekend gave him the opportunity
to explore changes to campus. Friedl says he and his wife could not wait to see the

expansion that has taken placq as well as some of the original buildings where they

attended classes 40 years ago.

"Homecoming's special meaning for me was that I was very proud to have

graduated fiom the School of Business Administration in 1964," Friedl says.

"Graduation and subsequent employrnent enriched my life and provided me with a

very successful career with many accomplishments."

The crowds at this Centennial event illustrated the overall pride alumni feel about
their alma mater.

"ln addition to it being the Centennial Homecoming, it really provided me an

opportunity to reflect on Kent State's history and the role the university has played

in Northeast Ohio and around the world," Schuller says. "l really felt such a sense

of pride for my alma mater that day and I'm guessing that most other alumni did
as well."
For more on Homecoming, visit
www ksual u mn i. org/homecom ing.
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Mark Desetti ,'77 , wilh his son, Brendan Desetti, who was part of the

2010 Homecoming court.

Left to right: Barbara Spearman, '60, ViDella Vinson, '60, Dick

Goddard, '60, and Geraldine Dockery, '60, at the Golden Order 1960
Reunion.

left to right: Terri Matusz, '91, Marianne Vitullo, '91, Stacey

Zigler,'9I, Lisa Felt Craven, '91, Tammy Jessen Andreyko,

Snyder Patterson, '90, and Deana Hayek Sockman, '97

Tugend
'91, Kelly
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Front row: Christopher Meluch, Carl Belfiore (King), Brendan Desetti,

Back row: Carrie Drummond, Emily Carle, Jennifer Kernohan, Jessica

Rudy Armocida, Dave Chupak, Rahim Mangalji

Hubbard (Queen), Koreen Ward, Arianne Gasser

Front row: Jordan Kot, Doris Kot, '48, IVl.A. '70, Kyle Wieland, Amanda Kot

Back row: Barbara (Kot) Bauer, '75, Tom KotJr., Tom Kot, M.A. '70, Brandon

Kot and Tracy Kot

Erika Glenn, '05, Nancy Schiappa, '85, M.Ed. '90,

alumni association staff member, and D'Andra Mull, '02

2O1O Homecoming parade banner unit

Jessie Grant, '91, with nieces, Kimiera

and Erica Grant, at the Alumni Hospi-

tality Tent.

Kristin Cole, '05, and son, Jude Cole, at

the Alumni Hospitality Tent.

Members of the Golden Order - Class of 1960
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Our life members are the backbone of the Kent State University Alumni Association.

Their dedicated support makes it possible to provide important programming and

services for a stronger alumni association and university.

M e m be f S lf you are a life member thank you! For more information on becoming a life member

of the alumni association, call 330-672-KENT or toll free at 1-BBB-320-KENT

Here is a list of the many dedicated individuals who recently became alumni association life members. A complete

list of life members can be found at www.ksualumni.org/member.
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Paula Adams, Rancho Cucamonga,

Calif .

Mitchell Audritsh, Oakton, Va.

Barbara Bakkel Lake Orion, Mich.

Lyle Bakkel Lake Orion, Mich.

Richard Benson, Stafford, Va.

Elizabeth Brumbaugh, Akron, 0hio
Phyllis Cettomai, Rootstown, 0hio
Lrnda Clark, Novi, Mich.

John Daley, Jr, Stow, 0hio
Bethany Dennis Frampton, Minerva,

0hio

Jennifer DiFranco, Aurora, 0hio
James Divoky, Dandridge, Tenn.

Linda Drake, West Chester, Pa.

lsaac Fadahunsi, Mount Vernon, N.Y

Sally Feinberg, Mamaroneck, N.Y

Victoria Fisher Avon, 0hio
Diane Francis, Stow, 0hio
David Fruehstorfet New Castle, Pa.

Carol Gaj, Silver Lake, 0hio
John Gargan, Jr., Kent, 0hio
Andrew Giambroni, Jr., Streetsboro,

0hio

Dana Giambroni, Streetsboro, 0hio
Betty Graber, Cincinnati, 0hio
Gregory Hackett, Akron, 0hio
Dustin Heslep, Atlanta, Ga.

Leslie Heslep, Atlanta, Ga.

Edward Hindel, Munroe Falls, 0hio
Beverly Huffman, Medina, 0hio
Joseph Huffman, Medina, 0hio
Sarah Hull, Cleveland, 0hio
Aaron Kaufman, Burke, Va.

John Kerstetter, Kent, 0hio
Sandra Kerstettel Kent, 0hio
Jennie Lambert, Massillon, 0hio
William Lambert, Jr., Massillon, 0hio
Eleonora Marovitz, Kent, 0hio
Sanford Marovitz, Kent, 0hio
Floyd McCleary, Warren, 0hio
Ruth McCleary, Warren, 0hio
Ruth McCullagh, Salem, 0hio
Linda Mertus, Ravenna, 0hio
Janice Montgomery, Sedona, Ariz.

D'Andra Mull, Columbus, 0hio
Richard Niece, Clarksville, Ark.

Thomas 0'Donnell, Santa Fe, N.M.

John Planchard, Oak Ridge North,

Texas

Stanley Pleban, Hudson, Fla.

Gail Prager Pinsburgh, Pa.

Nathan Rauch, Kapolei, Hawaii

Michael Baymond, Seven Hills, 0hio
Charles Siemel Chambersburg, Pa.

Stephen Smith, Adelphi, Md.
Francis Smouse, Kent, 0hio
Patricia Smouse, Kent, 0hio
Lawrence Solomon, Avon, 0hio
Megan Szust, Parma, 0hio
Kevin Szymanski, Stow, 0hio
Sylvia Telesz, lndependence, 0hio
John Tredent, Mentor, 0hio
Thomas Valentine, Louisville, 0hio
Linda Veronie, New Castle, Pa.

Carol Waters, Anchorage, Alaska

Robert Waters, Anchorage, Alaska

Kamaria Wolf, Kent, 0hio
Sheldon Wolfe, Glenview, lll.

Dennis Yachechak, Paramus, N.J.

Robert Zarzycki, Middleburg Heights,
0hio

'66 Dorothy M. Jensen, M.L.S., Huntsville, Ala., April

I 992.

'67 Charles Steinman, Wheeling, WVa., May 2010.

'69 Kenneth J. Potokar, Scottsdale, Ariz., September

2010.

'70 Nedra M. (Schmitz) Bozman, Elyria, 0hio, 0ctober
2010.

, Albuquerque, N.M., November 2009.

Joan A. Hartmann, Akron, 0hio, September 2008.

'72 , Painesville, 0hio, September

2010.

'73 Kathy L. (Patz) Zamostny, Silver Spring, Md., July

2010.

'74 Marvin L. Gallup, Defiance, 0hio, June 2010.

'76 Frederick Hyder, East Liverpool, 0hio, March 2009.

'78 Larry Furniss, Warren, 0hio, August 2010.

'86 Cheryl A. (Zeigler) Ehrle, Lubbock, Texas, May

2010.

Mark A. Tobias, North Canton, 0hio, August 1997.

'89 Kimberly S. (Fickes) Todd-White, Kent, 0hio, July

2010

'90 Wayne A. Seastead, Akron, 0hio, September 2010.

'44

'42 , Phoenix, Ariz., August

2010. Delts member.

'43 Martha "Marty" G. Fitzpatrick, Stow, 0hio, June

2010. Delts member.

, York, Pa., 0ctober

2010. Delts member.

'50 Mary R. (Hoover) Ineman, Santa Maria, Calif., April

2010.

James P. Luli, Broadview Heights, 0hio, 0ctober
2008.

'51 Ed Criley, Cupertino, Calif., September 2010.

John 0. Nagle, Myrtle Beach, S.C., May 1989.

, East Canton, 0hio,
February 2010.

'56 Mel Falle, Strongsville, 0hio, September 2009.

Roy R. Sibit, Tallmadge, 0hio, November 2009.

'60 Athalia D. Gentry, Kent, 0hio, August 2010.

Roberta H. Stewart, Alliance, 0hio, May 2010.

'61 Robert C. Dunn, M.Ed., Rootstown, 0hio, June 2010.

'64 Barbara A. (Wilkinson) Minton, Eastlake, 0hio,
June 2010.

David E. Stringer, Ashland, 0hio, July 2010.

'65 Carol M. (Jarzembowski) Barto, Adrian, Mich.,

June 2009.
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Join our 1lth President Lester A. Lefton

at upcoming alumni receptions.
These receptions are great opportuni-

ties to network with fellow alumni, meet
President Lefton and hear about

new initiatives at Kent State,

-$,,,SW$.t,11

Please watch your maillor an invitation or visit
www.ksualumni.org for additional program

information and to register online.
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UNIVTRSITY

ALUMNT ASSOCIATION



Oct. 9, 2010: The third-largest game in
Dix Stadium history. And when the raucous

crowd of z+,zzt stormed the field to reclaim

the Wagon Wheel as the Golden Flashes

defeated the Akron Zips 28-17, one thing was

abundantly clear: Football fans had returned to
Kent State.

The excitement was just what new Director

of Athletics Ioel Nielsen hoped for when he

arrived last May. Within weeks, he launched the

ambitious 90KS[I, an initiative to attract at least

90,000 attendees to Dix Stadium games during

the 2010 season. It was part of a larger plan to

make football a priority for the Department of
Intercollegiate Athletics, with the aim of soon bringing home the first

Mid-American Conference championship in the sport since 1972.

"lt's important that we strive to be competitive at the highest level

in each of our 1B sports," Nielsen says. "But there's something special

about a successful football campaign. It raises the national visibility
of Kent State and all of Intercollegiate Athletics - and winning on a

Saturday afternoon has a unique way of rallying the support of our fans,

alumni, donors and the entire Kent State communityyear-round."

For alumnrs George lenkins,'63, that was the right message.

"Almost every sport at Kent State competes for the MAC

championships, and last year we won the Reese and Jacoby trophies,"

says the former Golden Flashes football captain about the awards given

to the conference's top men's and women's programs. "But one program

lags behind all the other programs. And I want to see football compete

for championships like all the other sports."

FIis latest contribution just may help that process along.

Ienkins arrived at Kent State in 1959 as the first in his family to attend

college. As he tells the story he intended that playing football and

graduating with his bachelor's degree would be great accomplishments.

But his university experience changed that thinking.

Jenkins discovered that he excelled not just on the field, where he

played quarterback and safety, but also in the classroom. And he also

found he was a natural leader, developing those skills as president of
the Blue Key honorary Varsity "K" and his fraternity, Alpha l-au Omega.

But what truly changed his life trajectory were two constitutional law

colrrses taught by Iames Olsen. After watching him achieve in the classes,

the professor told him that he should attend law school.

George Jenkins,'63
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"l saicl, 'That's just way beyond my reach in
tenns of academic experience and economic

ability, " Jenkins says. "But he just kept after me
and kept after me. He finally said: "lake the law
school aptitLrde tests, and if you do well, will
yor-r apply to law school?' And just to placate

him, I did."
llis scores were g,ood, and after further

prodding from C)lsen, Jenl<ins ended up at

the Llniversity of Michigan - which led to a

42-year law career, including a stint as the first
assistant attorney g,eneral for the state of Ohio.

"lt became the foundation for my whole
careel " says Jenkins, who is also a past tmstee of
the university. "lt's a classic story of a professor

motivating a student to expancl his horizons
ancl stretch as hard as he can stretch - changing
his whole life."

When Jenkins first thought of giving back
to his alma mater, he in-rn-reciiately knew that
he wanted to make a contribution that would
honor both sides of his university experience.

"My interests were in prontoting something
that woulcl help studenl-athletes be botl'r
sttrdents ar-rcl athletes while at Kent State," he

says.

What he settled on was funding the
constmction of the Acaclemic Resource Center,

which provicles student-athletes with space and
staff members to assist them ir-r progressing

toward gracluation amid tl-reir pracked practice

and competition schedules. Jenkins contributed
the lead gif1, while additional significant
contributions from alumni lohn, '52, and loyce,
'53, Forrell and Judy Deuine, M.A. '70, among
others, have created a supporting endowment
and made possible an expansion. The facility is

named for jenkins and his wife, Gina.
"l feel so strongly about helping student-

athletes succeed because of my experience," he

says. "Without the academic side of Kent State

and without the motivation of Dr. Olsen, I

wouldn't have become a lawyer and I wouldn't
have been so successful. So I needed to give

back to athletics, but also to academics."

This summer, Jenkins macle a new Centennial
Carnpaign commitment in supl'rort of Director

of Athletics Nielsen's plan to revitalize the
football program. The gift will be used to acquire

the resources needed to pursue a long-sought
MAC championship - and bring exciremenr

back to the campus and Dix Stadium.
"Ceorge's gift underscores his strong belief

in the importance of private suppol-t, when
it comes to an acaclemic support building or
providing resources to maintain a Division
I football program," Nielsen says. "FIis gift to
benefit the Football Enhancement Irund has

seryed as the catalyst and motivator for others

to follow his lead."

Jenkins, whose total commitments to Kent

State exceed $500,000, has specific goals in
mind for his latest contribution.

"Football has been down so long that it
needed to be jumpstarted," he says. "And I

wanted to be one of the people to help loel and

his staff re-energize the program."

Based on what he witnessed during the Oct.

9 Battle for the Wagon Wheel, he's already

pleased with the results.
"'l'he best illustration of what I want this gift

to achieve is the difference in the games prior to
I Iomecoming and what I saw at Homecoming, "

Ienkins says. "lt was the third-largest Kent State

game ever. Stuclents were there and engaged. The

stands were full, and the fans were enthLlsiastic.

Ancl we were victorious on the field.
"That's what l'd like to see each and every

Saturday."

For more information about the
Centennial Campaign, visit
www. kent. ed u/advancement.
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Smaller Gitts Create BIG P0SSIBILITIES lor Kent State Students

Alumna Amanda Valko, '01, is making
her first contribution to Kent State's Annual
Fund. And her $20 gift to the Department of
Anthropology has a large impact.

That's because gifts less than $1,000 add up:
Last year, Kent State donors who contributed
less than $1,000 collectively gave more than
$2.8 million - an increase of 11 percent over

the previous year. And the number of donors of
that size climbed by more than 1,800, back to
levels not seen since the Great Recession began.

Many of these contributions came in through
the universitys PhoneCenter, where student
callers contact alumni to give them Kent State

updates, and leam ifthey're interested in making
a glft. Donors are sometimes surprised to
discover that they can allocate their gi{l toward
their priorities - whether that's scholarships,

athletics, or any college school or department
within the university. And each donor has

his or her motivation for grrring which may
include helping Kent State raise its national and
intemational rankings - alumni participation
is a key measure in those caldations.

Several of the current student callers shared

what they're hearing from alumni.
Kait Fenstermaker, a fashion majoq, says

donors often tell her they want to give back
to the institution that allowed them to be

successful in their careers. Iames Continenza,

an education and history senior, notes that
some of the alumni he has spoken to have

told him they support Kent State to make it
an even better place than they found it. And
Sara Lemmeier, a senior interior-design major,
credits the ongoing Centennial Campaign
because alumni tell her they want to make
Kent State's next 100 years as excellent as the
first 100.

Albert Melfo, director of annual gMng,
agrees with Lemmeier.

"In times of economic uncertainry we all
prioritize our charitable support," he says.

"The Centennial Campaign built a case for
the future of Kent State, and our donors
have endorsed that vision through increased

support of our students, our research and our
capital projects."

For alumna Valko, the call from a student
reminded her how her graduate school
experience at Kent State changed her life path.
Her first career was as a registered dietitian, but
archaeology had been her amateur hobby for
years. So when she was laid off fiom her iob,

she found field work with various archaeology
organizations and businesses. But because she

didn't have an appropriate degree, there was

little opportunity for growth.
Four long years of commuting from her

home in New Castle, Pa., to Kent State -
while working a full-time job in the laboratory
at Michael Baker Corp. - changed all of that.

"Once I got my master's at Kent Statq they
moved me out of the lab," Valko says. "Without
the degree, I'd probably be stuck as a field tech

at the age of 53. It gets harder and harder, the
older you get, to dig hours and hours a day."

Eventually, her company moved her back to
the lab - but this time to lead it, something
she says her Kent State master's degree helped
her achieve. So now she's decided to be a part
of the Centennial Campaign by giving to the
Annual Fund.

"l figured, time to give back to the university
that helped me out," she says, "that helped me

advance in my career."

To contribute to the Centennial
Campaign through the Annual Fund,
visit www. givetokent. org.

On Nov. 12,the 2010 Founders Gala honored 47
individuals, businesses and foundations who have made

contributions of at least $100,000 to Kent State during the
past two years.

Right: AIumna Judy Devine, '70, speaks about why her
philanthropy includes the university. Below: The Kent

State Men's Chorus performs to conclude the evening.
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/ BY BRIAN TH(lRNT()N, M.A. '07 I PH()T()S BY JEFF GLIDDEN,'81 I

A packed house heralded the grand opening of
the Roe Green Center for the School of Theatre

and Dance on Nov. 6. This modem facilitybrings

together all of the performing arts under one

roof for the first time in Kent State's history and

promises to begin a new era of collaboration and

creation.

The evening's guests toured the 70,000-square-

foot addition and renovation, which features a

new black box theatre, dance and acting studios,

costume and scenic labs, and a performing
arts library. Other highlights of the dedication
included a performance by the Kent Dance

Ensemble, as well as a full production of the fall

musical, Brigadoon. A gorgeous new work of ar-t

by Olga Ziemska also was unveiled.

One of the signature projects of the Centennial

Campaign, the Roe Green Center was made

possible by a $6.5 million contribution - the
largest capital gift ever made to Kent State - by
alumna Roe Green, M.A. '80. Green, who also

supports the Roe Creen Visiting Director Series at

Kent State, was awarded the Ohio Arts Council's

Governor's Arts Patron Award in 2009.

To view a photo gallery
from the evening, visit
www. kent. ed u/adva ncement.
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Meet Sarah Hansel.

Sarah's a 2009 alumna of the College of Business
Administration - and she's already an Annual
Fund donor.

Shortly after graduation, Sarah landed a job

in sales and marketing at The J.M. Smucker
Company, where she interned after her junior
year. Finding employment in a tough economy is
especially challenging for recent graduates, but
Sarah credits receiving several grants, including
the Gary Gale Marketing Scholarship, as keys to
that success.

The scholarships el iminated stress, empowered
her to get the most out of her education and gave

her the freedom to become involved in campus
business organizations, Those experiences led to
her internship, which led to her job.

And now the strong ties she formed via her
involvement are inspiring her to give back through
the Annual Fund so that f uture students will be

able to form similar ties.

All gifts to the Centennial Campaign - large or small

- can change a Kent State student's life. Learn how
your gift can make an impact by contacting the Kent
State University Foundation today.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQU ESTED

Wizard of Oz
March 6
7:30 p.m., Performing Arts Center, Kent State
University at Tuscarawas

Kosovo Serbian Male Choir
March 6
3 p.m., Fine Arts Theatre, Kent State University
at Stark

B.EA. Senior Dance Concert and
Student Dance Festival
March 1 1-13
8 p.m., Wright-Gurtis Theatre, Music and
Speech Center

Non- Profit 0 rg a nization

U.S. Postage Paid

Kent State University

Kent State Stark Muslc
Department Pops Conceft
March 13
3 p.m., Fine Arts Theatre, Kent State University
at Stark

The TEmpest, by William
Shakespeare
March 1l-13 and 18-20,
8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 3 p.m. Sundays
Kent State Trumbull Theatre, Kent State
University at Trumbull

Michael Bolton
March 17
7:30 p.m., Performing Arts Center, Kent State
University at Tuscarawas
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WINTER 2OT1 EVENTS
For a complete listing of concerls, lectures, perlormances, exhibits and other events at Kent Slate's eighl campuses, visit http//ecalendar.kent.edu.

Free, public, lunch-time forums
on topics related to diversity and
inclusion
Feb. 2-April 15
Kent State University at Geauga
Call 44A-834-3755 or e-ma i I cga rd ne2@kent. edu
for dates and details.

Eighth Annual l\lumni Basketball
Pre-game Social and Buffet Dinner
Feb. 5
3:30 p.m., 3rd Floor Blue and Gold Loge,
MAC Genter

Menns Basketball vs. Central
Michigan
Feb. 5
33rd annual Varsity "K" Hall of Fame inductees
recognized at halftime (lnduction Ceremony,
2 p.m., Ballroom, Kent Student Center)
5 p.m., MAG Center

The State Ballet Theatre of
Russia's Swan Lake
Feb. 8
7:30 p.m., Performing Arts Center, Kent State
University at Tuscarawas

Lord of the Dance
Feb. 23
7:30 p.m., Performing Arts Center, Kent State
University at Tuscarawas

Poetry Reading, Maggie Smith and
Hugh Martin
Feb.22
7:30 p.m., Room 306, Kent Student Center

Wallace Coleman Band
Feb.24
6 p.m., Main Hall Auditorium, Kent State
University at Stark
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