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Coordination and  

Subordination allow 

writers to... 

 

• make connections  

 between ideas 

 

• emphasize certain  

 ideas as more  

 important than  

 others 

 

• create transitions  

 between different  

 ideas 

 

 

 

For more information 

about coordination and 

subordination, including 

how to decide what infor-

mation to subordinate, 

see The Everyday Writer, 

3rd edition, Section 22 

(pages 186-190). 

More mini-lessons can be found online: 
 

http://dept.kent.edu/English/WritingCent/mini.htm 
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Use a semicolon followed by a   

conjunctive adverb: 

 

She studied all weekend; conse-

quently, she passed the test. 

 

As in the example above, conjunc-

tive adverbs are usually preceded 

by a semicolon and followed by a 

comma. 

 

Possible choices for conjunctive 

adverbs include: 

 

 also 

 nonetheless 

 anyway 

 otherwise 

 besides 

 instead 

 still 

 consequently 

 likewise 

 then 

 finally 

 meanwhile 

 therefore 

 furthermore 

 moreover 

 thus 

 hence 

 nevertheless 

 however 

Subordination involves identifying 

one idea as less important than an-

other. 

 

These words are used to introduce 

one sentence, making it dependent 

on another sentence.   
 

after    

in as much as   

although  

than 

as, as if, as though   

in order that    

that 

in so far as    

though    

till 

unless 

because   

no matter how  

until 

before     

now that    

when, whenever 

if, even if   

 where, wherever 

even though    

whether 

how     

since     

while 

so that   

why 

Coordination is the act of connect-

ing two ideas of equal weight and 

importance.  This can be achieved in 

two ways: 

 

Use a transitional phrase to con-

nect two independent clauses: 

 

She passed the test.  After all, she 

had been studying all weekend. 

 

Possible choices for transitional 

phrases include: 

 

after all    

even so    

in the second place 

as a result    

for example    

on the contrary 

at any rate    

in addition    

on the other hand 

at the same time   

in fact     

by the way 

in other words 

 
 

 

 

 

 


