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Dear Colleagues, 

Reading through the Spring 2023 issue 
of the research newsletter, I am truly 
amazed by the breadth and rigor of 
scholarship in the College of Nursing, 
both by faculty members and students. 
The lists of publications, presentations, 
honors, and awards are impressive 
and speak to the importance of the re-
search currently taking place.  

I would also like to recognize the many College faculty 
members who have invested their time and energy serv-
ing as mentors for student research, including those who 
have supported them as PhD and DNP committee mem-
bers, Student Undergraduate Research Experience 
(SURE) faculty, and in guiding the dissemination of stu-
dent work at national conferences and the University’s 
undergraduate and graduate research symposiums. 
Thanks to your efforts, both faculty and student research 
continues to grow and expand at the College of Nursing 
and beyond.  

Mary K. Anthony, PhD, RN 
Professor Emerita 
 

 
New Grant Awards 
Drs. Tracy Dodson and Janet Reed received a Summer 
Teaching Development Grant for their project, Develop-
ment of Expert Modeling Videos for Use in Nursing Curricu-
lum, from the Kent State University Research Council. 

Dr. Dana Hansen received a LaunchPad Award from the 
KSU Healthy Communities Research Institute for research 
examining family relationships at the end of life in margin-
alized populations. 

Dr. Diane Hill received funding from the Akron Children’s 
Hospital Foundation to support her dissertation research. 

Dr. Tina Saunders was selected for the University Teach-
ing Council Student Belonging Faculty Incentive Program. 

 

Faculty Recognitions 
Loretta Aller, PhD, RN, CHSE, received a Professional Con-
ference Support award from the Kent State University Re-
search Council to participate in the June International 
Nursing Association for Clinical Simulation in Learning 
(INACSL) conference in Providence, RI. 

Mary Bacha, MSN, RN, received an honorable mention for 
the national 2022 DAISY Faculty Award at KSU CON.  

Lucas Bowen, MSN, RN, received the national 2022 DAISY 
Faculty Award at KSU CON. 

Krista Hawkins, MSN, RN, received an honorable mention 
for the national 2022 DAISY Faculty Award at KSU CON. 

Marilyn Nibling, DNP, APRN, NNP-BC, 
PPCNP-BC, traveled to Washington, D.C. 
to lobby at the Association of Women's 
Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses 
(AWHONN) in support of women’s 
health and met with staffers from the 
offices of Senators Brown and Vance 
and Representative Emilia Sykes. 

Pamela Rafferty-Semon, MSN-ED, RN, CHES, NBC-HWC, 
earned the National Board Certified Health & Wellness 
Coach (NBC-HWC) credential from the National Board for 
Health & Wellness Coaching.  

Tina Saunders, PhD, 
MSN, RN, CNE, GCNS-
BC, successfully de-
fended her disserta-
tion and graduated 
with her PhD in 
Nursing (pictured 
(center) with disser-

tation committee members (from left) Drs. Chatfield, Ev-
ans, Hansen, Stephenson, and Sheehan.  

Cindy Wilk, PhD, APRN-CNS, CNE, 
successfully defended her disserta-
tion and graduated with her PhD in 
Nursing (pictured with Dr. Amy Pe-
trinec, left, committee chair). 
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Scientific & Scholary Presentations 
Aller, L. (2023, February). Advancing the science of nursing 
education: Using innovation to prepare resilient new nurses. 
Presentation for the Summa Health Nursing Research 
Council, Akron, OH. 

Aller, L. (2023, March). Advancing the state of the science:  
From model to practice-ready graduates. Poster presenta-
tion for the National League for Nursing (NLN) Nursing 
Education Research Conference, Washington, D.C.  

Aller, L., & Almarwani, A. (2023, March). Nursing student 
self-doubt:  An evolutionary concept analysis. Podium 
presentation for the NLN Education Research Conference, 
Washington, D.C.  

Brady, C., & Aller, L. (2023, March). Evolutionary chal-
lenges for pre-licensure nurse educators. Poster presenta-
tion for the NLN Nursing Education Research Conference, 
Washington, D.C.  

Anthony, M. K. (2023, March). Special session: Junior faculty 
career development: Successfully negotiating for that first 
faculty position - Being competitive for the tenure-track po-
sition you want.  Presentation for the 2023 Annual Research 
Conference of the Midwest Nursing Research Society, Des 
Moines, IA. 

Hansen, D., Netzel, J., & Sheehan, D. (2022, Oct.). Student 
perspectives on difficult family relationships at the end of 
life: Post role-modeling videos. Presentation for the McGill 
International Congress on Palliative Care. Montreal, CA. 

Hansen, D., Stephenson, P., & Lalani, N. (2022, Oct.). Spir-
itual attributes in nursing and medical student self-reflec-
tion on own death: Connections, beliefs, good death, and 
meaning. Presentation for the McGill International Con-
gress on Palliative Care. Montreal, CA. 

Hansen, D., Stephenson, P., & Lalani, 
N. (2023, April). Spirituality in student 
reflections on own death. Presentation 
for the Annual Research Conference of 
the Midwest Nursing Research Society, 
Des Moines, IA. 

Miner, S. (2023, May). Symptom profiles in autism spec-
trum disorder. Presentation for the International Autism 
Research Conference (INSAR). Stockholm, Sweden. 

Nibling, M. (2023, March). Maternal risk factors. Presenta-
tion for Akron Children's Hospital, Akron, OH. 

Nibling, M. (2023, April). Newborn head boo boos. Presen-
tations for the Canton AWHONN chapter and Akron Chil-
dren's Hospital, Akron/Canton, OH. 

Reed, J. M. (2023, May). Generative artificial intelligence as 
a teaching strategy to encourage reflection and discussion 
on professional nursing. Poster presentation for the 59th 
Annual Isabel Maitland Stewart Conference on Nursing Re-
search at Teachers College, Columbia University (virtual).   

Sheehan, D. (2023, March). Strategies to help adolescents 
with seriously ill parents. Invited presentation for the Cic-
ely Saunders Institute Open Seminar Series 2023 for the 
Royal College of Physicians, London, UK (virtual). 

Wilk, C., Cornell, M., Saunders, T., & Viers, T. (2023, 
March). Supporting online CNS students via virtual mentor-
ship. Poster presentation for the National Association of 
Clinical Nurse Specialists 2023 Annual Conference, Port-
land, OR. 

Faculty Publications 
Aller, L., Arnoldussen, B., Burckhardt, J. A., Compton, S., 
Dobish, B., Finesilver, C., Gardner, P., Goble, J. R., Harbi-
son, R., Irwin, B. J., Kennedy, A., Mahoney, E., Redemske, 
M., & Spaulding, K. (2023). NCLEX-RN content review 
guide. Kaplan North America, LLC dba Kaplan Publishing. 

Aller, L., Arnoldussen, B., Burckhardt, J. A., Compton, S., 
Dobish, B., Finesilver, C., Gardner, P., Goble, J. R., Harbi-
son, R., Irwin, B. J., Kennedy, A., Mahoney, E., Redemske, 
M., & Spaulding, K. (2023). NCLEX-PN content review 
guide. Kaplan North America, LLC dba Kaplan Publishing. 

Aller, L., Brown, J., Burckhardt, J. A., Compton, S., Gard-
ner, P., Goble, J. R., Harbison, R., Irwin, B. J., Kennedy, Re-
demske, M., & Spaulding, K. (2023). The basics: A compre-
hensive outline of nursing school content. Kaplan North 
America, LLC dba Kaplan Publishing. 

Aller, L., Shelestak, D., Phillips, L., Reed, J., & Allen, B. 
(2023). Measuring nursing student development through 
computer-based simulation activities. Nurse Educator. 
doi:10.1097/NNE.0000000000001423 [online ahead of 
print]. 

Anthony, M. K. (2022). MNRS News: Gifts in motion for 
grants in action. Western Journal of Nursing Research, 
44(12), 1195. https://doi.org/ 
10.1177/01939459221129439 

Anthony, M. K. (2023). Philanthropy: The innovation 
and the fun. Western Journal of Nursing Research, 45(3), 
284-285. https://doi.org/ 
/10.1177/01939459221145984 

Hansen, D., Stephenson, P., Lalani, N., & Shanholtzer, J. 
(2022). Reflective journaling as preparation for spiritual 
care of patients. Journal of Hospice and Palliative Nursing, 
25(1), 45-50. doi.10.1097/NJH.0000000000000922 

Iacoboni, J., & Knox, L. (2023). Improving screening of 
prediabetes and undiagnosed diabetes. Journal of the 
American Association of Nurse Practitioners, 35(4):258-
264. doi:10.1097/JXX.0000000000000843 

Mazanec, S., Beam, P., Kloos, J., McClung, E., Park, S., 
DeLozier, S., & Anthony, M. K. (2023). Prevalence of 
stress, anxiety, and growth in nurses during the COVID-
19 pandemic. OJIN: Online Journal of Issues in Nursing, 
28(1). doi.10.3912/OJIN.Vol28No01Man04 



  www.kent.edu/nursing/research 

McPoland, P., Grossoehme, D., Sheehan, D., Stephenson 
P., Downing, J., Deshommes, T., Pascale, Y. H., Gassant, M., 
& Friebert, S. (2023). Children’s understanding of dying 
and death: A multi-national grounded theory. Palliative & 
Supportive Care. doi.org/10.1017/S1478951523000287 
[online ahead of print] 

Berg, K. A., Ishler, K. J., Lytle, S., Kaplan, R., Wang, F., Ol-
gac, T., Miner, S., Edguer, M. N., & Biegel, D. E. (2023). 
“Don't promise something you can't deliver”: Caregivers' 
advice for improving services to adolescents and young 
adults with autism. Autism Research and Treatment, 
2023:6597554. doi.10.1155/2023/6597554.  

Reed, J. M. (2023). Using generative AI to produce im-
ages for nursing education. Nurse Educator. 
doi.10.1097/NNE.0000000000001453. https://jour-
nals.lww.com/nurseeducatoronline/Fulltext/9900/Us-
ing_Generative_AI_to_Produce_Images_for_Nurs-
ing.253.aspx 

Stephenson, P., Hansen, D., Lalani, N., & Shanholtzer, J. 
(in press). Student responses reveal educational oppor-
tunities for spiritual care. Journal of Nursing Education.  

Stephenson, P., Sheehan, D., Petrinec, A., Hansen, D., 
& Mayo, M. (2023).  Measuring spiritual uncertainty for 
hospice and palliative care providers. International Jour-
nal of Palliative Nursing, 29(4), 180-186. 
https://doi.org/10.12968/ijpn.2023.24.4.180  

Student Research 
PhD Defenses: The following students defended their 
dissertations and graduated with their PhD: 

Tina Saunders, A Grounded Theory Study of the Grief Pro-
cess in Women who Experienced Perinatal Loss Prior to 
1980. (Dr. Pam Stephenson, Chair; Drs. Na’Tasha Evans, 
Denice Sheehan, and Dana Hansen, committee members; 
Dr. Sheryl Chatfield, moderator) 

Cindy Wilk, Development and Psychometric Performance of 
the Family Willingness for Caregiving Scale (FWCS). (Dr. 
Amy Petrinec, Chair; Drs. Richard Adams, Dana Hansen, 
Pam Stephenson, and Chris Was, committee members) 

DNP Defenses: The following students defended their 
scholarly projects and graduated with their DNP: 

Jasmine Bonder, Telehealth: A Solution to Healthcare Bar-
riers for Mexican Americans. (Dr. Lisa Onesko, Chair; Drs. 
Denise Pacholski and Anna Ancona, committee members) 

Karrie Boss, Improving Metrics with a Telestroke System of 
Care: A Community Hospital Primary Stroke Center Experi-
ence (Dr. Amy Petrinec, chair; Drs. Dana Hansen and 
Louise Knox, members) 

William Bradshaw, The Time to Act is Now: A Quality Im-
provement Project (Dr. Lisa Onesko, Chair; Drs. Marilyn 
Nibling and Kim Cleveland, committee members) 

Karrie Boss, Improving Metrics with a Telestroke System of 
Care: A Community Hospital Primary Stroke Center Experience 
(Dr. Amy Petrinec, Chair; Drs. Dana Hansen and Louise Knox, 
committee members) 

Stephanie Emmett, Goal Setting to Improve Physical Activity 
(Dr. Lisa Onesko, Chair; Drs. Denise Pacholski and Louise 
Knox, committee members) 

Brenda Ginder, The Use of a Pre-Operative Checklist to De-
crease Delays and Cancellations in the Catheterization La-
boratory (Dr. Lisa Onesko, Chair; Drs. Tracey Motter and 
Gina Severino, committee members) 

Racheal Alexis Jividen, Mobilization in Adult Patients De-
pendent on Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (Amy 
Petrinec, Chair; Drs. Lisa Cascarelli and Kim Cleveland, 
committee members) 

Teri Lieser, A Walking Intervention for Mental Health. (Dr. 
Louise Knox, Chair; Drs. Eldora Lazaroff and Jim Tudhope, 
committee members) 

Marcie Niemi, Motivational Interviewing to Promote Pa-
tient Engagement and Self-Care Within an Enhanced Recov-
ery After Surgery for Cesarean Birth Pathway (Dr. Eldora 
Lazaroff, Chair; Drs. Lynn Gaddis and Jim Tudhope, Co-
Chairs; Joyce Deptola and Sheila Smith, mentors) 

Laura Stapleton, Feasibility of a Web-Based Teaching Tool 
for Contraceptive Education in an Outpatient Obstetrics Gy-
necology Clinic (Dr. Eldora Lazaroff, Chair; Drs. Karen Mas-
colo and Lynn Gaddis, committee members) 
 

Student Awards  
Based on their outstanding academic record and breadth 
of study, Melina Connell and Caleb Faust were selected 
as new members of Phi Beta Kappa, the most prestigious 
honor society in the nation with fewer than 1% of all col-
lege students selected. 

Wayne Nieh received a first-place award at the Under-
graduate Research Symposium on Research, Scholarship 
and Creative Endeavors for his poster presentation, Re-
cruitment of Family Members of ICU Patients: The Role of 
Therapeutic Communication. He was also selected as one of 
just four scholarship winners for his presentation. Wayne 
is mentored by Drs. Amy Petrinec and Cindy Wilk. 
 

Student Publications  
Bradley, R. (2023). Mobile stroke units: Bringing stroke 
diagnosis and treatment to your front door. American 
Nurse Journal, 18(4). doi:10.51256/ANJ042354 

Hankey, L. (in press). How your documentation can pro-
tect your nursing license. American Nurse.  
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Student Presentations  
The following students gave presentations for the Na-
tional Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists 2023 
Annual Conference, Portland, OR:  

Boss, K., & Wilk, C. (2023, March). CNS academy: Promot-
ing unstoppable advocacy through a clinical nurse specialist 
(CNS) internship.  

Cummins, M. (2023, March). 
Chest tube management: How 
the CNS graduate student identi-
fies gaps (pictured left). 

Cummins, M., Morrow, L., & 
Mendel, M. (2023, March). The 
Evolving clinical nurse specialist: 
Perspectives from the three 
spheres of impact.  

Scott, K. (2023, March). Implementation of ERAS protocol 
for geriatric hip fracture patients: Evidence evaluation & 
translation for practice.  

The following students gave poster presentations for 
the Undergraduate Research Symposium on Research, 
Scholarship and Creative Endeavors, April 17, 2023: 

**First-place award**: Wayne Nieh, Recruitment of fam-
ily members of ICU patients: The role of therapeutic commu-
nication. Mentors, Drs. Amy Petrinec and Cindy Wilk. 

Briana Hawkins, Decreasing urinary tract infections in 
healthcare settings. Mentor, Lisa Mittas, MSN, RN. 

Sophie Konstantacos, Role of the nurse in client mobility 
and recovery. Mentor, Lisa Mittas, MSN, RN. 

The following nursing students gave poster presenta-
tions for the Kent State Salem Undergraduate Re-
search Conference in April 2023: 

Caitlin Marshall, The impacts that awareness of renal dis-
ease has on diagnosis and treatment 

Julia Leko, Racism: How it affects health equity 

Kennedy Seaman, Heroes of humanity 

Allysa Rance, The practice of mutual respect in nursing 

Skye Somerville, Stressed out? Can’t sleep? Phone won’t 
stop buzzing? It’s all connected 

Abigail Jackson and Kobi Ream, Prioritization and dele-
gation in nursing (honorable mention)  

Chloe Chappell, Wiccan health care beliefs  

Shubbar, S., Miner, S., Guan, Q., Ghazin, K. (2023, April). Us-
ing machine learning to identify symptom patterns among 
children and young adults with autism spectrum disorder 
(Shubbar Safa mentored by Dr. Stacy Miner). 

 

 
Recent DNP graduate Karrie Boss (above) presenting for the Na-
tional Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists 2023 Annual Con-
ference, Portland, OR. 
 

 
Recent CNS graduate Kristin Scott (above) presenting for the 
National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists 2023 Annual 
Conference, Portland, OR. 

 
Recent CNS graduates Monica Cummins and Kristin Scott (above 
left) with Dr. Cindy Wilk at the National Association of Clinical 
Nurse Specialists 2023 Annual Conference, Portland, OR. 
 

 Alumni Notes 
BSN alumni and former College of Nursing staff mem-
ber Andrew Snyder was recognized with the Distin-
guished Achievement in Health Equity Award from the 
Ohio Public Health Association for his efforts to ad-
vancing health equity for the LGBTQ+ community.  

BSN and MSN alumna Marcia Cornell was awarded 
Preceptor of the Year by the National Association of 
Clinical Nurse Specialists. 
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