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Deadlines
•	Letter of Intent Deadline: Monday, February 16, 2026
•	Invitation to submit a complete application: Friday, February 20, 2026
•	Application Deadline: Friday, March 6, 2026
•	Notice of Awards: Friday, March 13, 2026

To facilitate transdisciplinary collaborative grant proposal development and increase the number of competitive external proposal submissions among Kent State University scholars, we are providing pilot funds to support research team building and pilot data collection for external grant proposal preparation and submission.

The maximum award amount is $20,000, contingent upon available funds. Proposals must include investigators from different departments, colleges, or schools within Kent State University. The submission should be of a high caliber and likely to lead to a competitive extramural grant proposal. The resulting extramural grant application should be submitted no later than October 2027.

Proposals should provide a timeline ending with an anticipated date of external grant submission. Please be advised that a condition of this institute funding is that those receiving an award will seek internal or external peer review of the future grant application. The Healthy Communities Research Institute (HCRI) will work with awardees to identify potential reviewer(s) before submitting the complete grant proposal.

The faculty should submit a letter of intent to be considered for this award. Please see the Letter of Intent (LOI) guidelines on the next page. 








Letter of Intent (LOI)

The LOI may be submitted as a Word document or PDF. Use 1-inch margins, 12-point font, Times New Roman font, and single-spaced.

Please carefully read this page's Eligibility Criteria and Selection Criteria sections before starting the application process.

Eligibility Criteria
· Applicants must be Kent State University full-time faculty.
· Teams of at least two (2) Kent State University faculty with PI eligibility may submit a letter of intent.
· Each PI may participate in only one letter of intent.
· The proposed project should be new and should have the potential to generate data that can be used for grant applications to extramural funding sources in community health sciences.
· The communicating PI serves as the point of contact for the project and is responsible for submitting the LOI and completing the application. 
· Submitting the completed form for general information about the communicating PI and the collaborating co-PI(s).
· Submission of a two-page (max.) description identifying the project goals, the individuals and disciplines involved, and the project's impact on community health.


Selection Criteria

· Kent State Faculty (with no conflict of interest) and external researchers will review proposals based on the following:

· The project's likelihood of success is weighted with the proposal's scientific merit with quality, innovation, and creativity.
· How the project incorporates a transdisciplinary approach to community health sciences that is broadly defined. 
· How the research team rationalizes that this collaborative effort and research output are stronger than independent research projects.

· The following criteria will be heavily weighted in the evaluation of the awards:

· Inclusion of cross-departmental, cross-college, or cross-school collaborators
· Timeliness and feasibility of the project (which includes the availability of suitable funding programs) and its integration into a programmatic research plan 
· Likelihood of extramural funding. Proposals for new grants will be more highly ranked than proposals for grant revisions.
· Inclusion of an undergraduate researcher(s). HCRI will support a SURE student for your project in the summer of 2026.

The LaunchPad LOI must be submitted by

Monday, February 16, 2026, 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time

LOIs are submitted to HCRI@kent.edu


Complete applications (by invitation - only)

Applicants invited to submit a complete application should submit a specific plan of how the time and funds will be used to develop one or more research grant proposals (see attached Application Outline). There are no limitations on the area of research if there is a clear community health aspect. Proposals should identify the external RFP(s) to which they submit a proposal, the associated deadlines, and the anticipated requested amount of the subsequent award. Please be clear, concise, and specific. A list of possible grant mechanisms is not acceptable.

Proposals that incorporate undergraduate researchers (through the SURE or Sophomore Year Experience programs, for example) will be given priority. HCRI will subsidize the costs of any SURE fellows participating in funded LaunchPad projects. Proposals must also include a letter of support from the appropriate unit director or department chair approving the use of departmental resources when appropriate. No awards will be made before obtaining IRB approval for using Human or Animal subjects.

Progress reports are required every six months if awarded and should be sent to Jeff Hallam at hcri@kent.edu. Recipients must also provide the HCRI with a detailed final report summarizing the project's impact and related activities no later than six (6) months after the award period has ended. 

The HCRI is happy to consult with faculty who have further questions. Please contact Jeff Hallam at hcri@kent.edu with questions.
 












Healthy Communities Research Institute
"LaunchPad" Awards for Transdisciplinary Research
2026 Application Outline


1. Cover Sheet  (1-page limit)
a. Title
b. Investigator Names with KSU Departmental, College, or School affiliations
c. Amount requested

2. Project Description (6-page limit for items a-c., references no page limit)
a. Describe the specific project and how this seed funding will support the collaborative effort to submit a competitive external grant application/proposal (4-page limit)
b. Work plan for activities related to developing a full proposal for external funding, including a timeline for these activities and the tasks of each investigator (1-page limit)
c. RFA/RFP to which you will submit a complete proposal/application resulting from this seed funding, including the complete URL for each RFA/RFP (1-page limit)
d. References (no page limit)

3. Biosketch for each investigator (2-page limit for each investigator)
a. Use NIH, NSF, or another appropriate agency format.

4. Budget (no page limit)
a. Funds may be used for materials, supplies, equipment, and travel expenses related to fieldwork, offsetting the costs for student assistants and supporting participant incentives. 
b. No faculty effort is supported through this award.
c. One undergraduate will be supported through the SURE program for your funded project in the summer of 2026 through HCRI. The funding for the SURE student is separate from your project's budget. 

5. Budget Justification (2-page limit)

6. Chair/Director/Dean Letter of Support 


Submit the complete application to hcri@kent.edu by Friday, March 6, 2026, by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

Please direct questions to:
	Jeff Hallam @ hcri@kent.edu

Healthy Communities Research Institute


650 Hilltop Drive   •   Kent, Ohio 44220-0001   •   330-672-0709   •   www.kent.edu/hcri

Letter of Intent
February 16


Invitation to Apply
 February 20


Application Deadline 
March 6


Announcement of Awards
 March 13
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