
60  |  KENT STATE MAGAZINE

Transforming Grief into Gift

It never took long, once you were pulled 
into a conversation with Bob Wick, to feel 

changed—to feel inspired by his creativity and 
care, touched by his generosity of spirit. Bob 
Wick had that effect on people, especially on 
every student and young poet he met. 

Out of the unspeakable loss of his son, 
Stanley, and his brother Walter’s son, Tom—
who died in separate car accidents—Bob and 
Walt created the Stan and Tom Wick Poetry 
Scholarship for Kent State students in 1984. Over 
time, the seed of that initial generosity grew, 
through passionate engagement and financial 
contributions, transforming their grief into the 
gift of the Wick Poetry Center. 

I first met Bob and Walter Wick in 1994 at 
the Wick Poetry Center’s 10th anniversary 
celebration. I had just won Wick’s Ohio 
Chapbook Prize for a collection of poems 
that gave voice to my childhood grief over my 
mother’s death. Maggie Anderson, the center’s 
founding director, seated me between Bob 
and Walter during a celebratory lunch. I was 
immediately struck by the knowledge and 
energy both men showed for their different 
passions. Walter was a bibliophile who loved 
language and to play with words. Bob pulled out 
a paper napkin and started sketching a house. 
He said he was often at a loss for words and 
instead thought visually. And he told me about a 
teacher in Kent State’s art department who had 
inspired his passion for sculpture. 

Bob loved to talk with students. He would 
share his passion for creating what he called 

“living bronze sculpture”—and then would listen 
to them, drawing out their interests in any form 
of creative expression. Each summer he and his 
wife, Estellean, opened their beautiful home in 
the Mule Mountains outside of Bisbee, Arizona, 
to a group of six to eight Kent State students for a 
weeklong writing workshop. The couple opened 
their hearts as well, each night gathering with the 
students around the dinner table for delicious 
food and creative, far-ranging conversation. 

Blending his interest in Eastern philosophy 
and religion with Western science, Bob fed the 
holy with his art. His living bronze sculptures 
(including the stunning “Seated Earth” in the 
Wick Poetry Park) remain a creative expression 
of his belief in the interconnectedness of all 
things. One summer he showed a group of 
students at his home how he planted cactus and 
desert trees in the pockets of soil he placed in 
his sculptures. “Until you can grow a tree from 
your own heart,” he told them, “you’ll never 
understand the oneness of all things.” 

Bob’s heart was large, his spirit limitless—he 
was always open to the curious and questing 
student, always open to new growth. He never 
stopped his own exploration. Several months 
before he died, he told me on the phone that he 
felt as productive as he had ever been. Bob was 
a living poem, his creative and caring life a work 
of art.  

Thanks to Bob and Walter’s vision and 
generosity, the Wick Poetry Center remains 
deeply rooted in our community and continues 
to be nourished by the passionate engagement 

of their children and by so many others. As a 
vital, living program, our outreach keeps their 
gift in motion, transforming the lives of students 
and community members, welcoming all into 
the ever-expanding Wick family of poets.

 
—David Hassler, director of the Wick Poetry 
Center
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Sue (Gambaccini) Briers | former secretary and administrative 
assistant at Kent State (1943 to 1977), January 23, 2022
She lived her entire life in Kent and died just days from her 100th 
birthday. She worked for Kent City Schools and Kent State University in 
several roles, including secretary and university treasurer of the Board 
of Trustees. She said she especially loved her time as secretary to the 
president of Kent State, Robert I. White (1964 to 1971). 

David R. Brunton | assistant professor at JMC, now the School  
of Media and Journalism (1982-1988), December 26, 2021
“He came to Kent State from the private sector and taught advertising 
courses, including Advertising Copywriting and Advertising Campaigns. 
He was faculty advisor of the KSU Ad Club (student chapter of AAF, the 
American Advertising Federation), and he had a biweekly column in The 
Plain Dealer called “Marketing and More.” After Kent State, he taught at 
Lakeland Community College and had a small advertising agency. He was 
an engaging teacher, a great advisor and a good friend.” 
— Phil Soencksen, BS ’89 

William F. Dollard III | former KSU director of alumni and  
development (1980 to 1982), February 19, 2022
“He led the development of the Shannon Rodgers and Jerry Silverman 
School of Fashion Design and Merchandising during his tenure at Kent 
State. He and then-President Brage Golding worked tirelessly to bring the 
fashion design school to KSU. Mr. Dollard was well known for his charming 
personality and his love and appreciation for classical music, fine wine 
and gourmet cooking. He was 93 years old.” 
— Gerald Canton, BS ’79, MEd ’98 

Richard James “Dick” Kotis, BS ’48 | former KSU assistant football  
and basketball coach (1951-1957), November 21, 2021
He played varsity football for Kent State from 1946 to 1948 and later was 
appointed as an assistant coach for football and basketball, serving from 
1951 to 1957. He then joined the Fred Arbogast Co., became president 
in 1959 and retired in 1991. A legend in the sport fishing world and a 
founder of the Fish Ohio program in 1980, Kotis was inducted into the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources Hall of Fame in 2010. He was a lifetime 
member of the Kent State University Alumni Association, a member of 
the President’s Club, and a member of the Blue and Gold and Varsity “K” 
clubs. He was named Varsity K “Person of the Year” in 1997. There will be a 
celebration of his life in spring 2022.

Myron Julius “Mike” Lunine | former KSU Honors College dean  
(1968-1972), May 4, 2020
“Dr. Lunine, along with Glenn Frank and Seymour Barron, worked to 
convince Gen. Robert Canterbury not to open fire a second time on 
students who had massed on the Commons soon after the shootings. 
Film footage of the day shows Dr. Lunine doing all that he could to avert 
an even wider slaughter. Another alumnus called Dr. Lunine one of the 
‘unsung heroes of May 4th.’ 
 “In addition to the irony of his death date, Dr. Lunine, even at his 
advanced age, had been prepared to return to the campus for the 50th 
commemoration. The pandemic, and his death, intervened.” 
— Thomas M. Grace, BA ’72

Roseann “Chic” Canfora, BS ’76, MA ’87, 
PhD ’01, May 4 witness and professional-in-
residence in the School of Media and Journalism, 
places a black flag on the marker showing  
where her late brother, Alan Canfora, BA ’72, 
MLS ’80, was standing when he was shot on 
May 4, 1970. One of nine students wounded that 
day, he had waved a black flag in protest of the 
Vietnam War—a moment captured in a now-
iconic photo by John Filo, BS ’72. 

Planning for the markers, which were 
installed in 2021 and formally dedicated during 
the 52nd commemoration, began two years 
before the 50th anniversary of the shootings, 
with the idea of having them in place for that 
commemoration. (Markers commemorating  
the four students who were killed on May 4, 1970, 
were installed in the Prentice Hall parking  
lot where they died and were dedicated on  
Sept. 9, 1999.)

“My brother and Rod Flauhaus, BS ’86, and 
some of the other wounded students had 
advocated to also mark where the wounded 
students fell so that people throughout history 
would see how far those bullets had to travel 
to reach their targets,” says Canfora, who 
also chairs the May 4 Presidential Advisory 
Committee to oversee the university’s May 4 
commemoration plans. 

Her brother, Alan, died Dec. 20, 2020.

 ROBERT “BOB” WICK, BFA ’57 
March 27, 1935 – January 13, 2022

“Seated Earth,” a living bronze sculpture by Bob 
Wick, is a focal point of the Wick Poetry Park on 
the Kent Campus. 

Walter and Bob Wick stand in front of the 
“Seated Earth” sculpture in the Wick Poetry Park.
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