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Marisa “Risa” August Heidt, BA ’04, Golden, 
CO, triathlete, ironwoman, wrote an article 
in Pituitary World News in July 2020 about 
receiving a diagnosis in 2018 of a pituitary 
tumor that caused acromegaly, a rare disorder 
that occurs when the pituitary gland produces 
too much growth hormone. After surgery 
and treatment in 2019, some of the tumor 
remains inoperable and she still deals with 
complications from the surgery. 
 Certified as a Gestalt practitioner and in 
mindfulness-based cognitive therapy, Heidt has 
developed workshops and creative practices to 
help others going through similar life-altering 
medical diagnoses.  
 In 2021, she rode her bike on a 1,845-mile 
journey down the West Coast from Canada  
to Mexico to raise awareness of rare pituitary 
diseases (often overlooked or misdiagnosed). 
She plans to tackle the EuroVelo 6 in Europe  
in 2022. 
 Learn more at www.featherandsagecoaching.
com and on Facebook @risaunleashed.

Crystal M. C. Davis, BA ’04, Twinsburg, OH, 
received the 2021 Great Lakes Leadership 
Award from the Great Lakes Protection Fund in 
recognition of her efforts to protect the health 
of the Great Lakes basin and the people who live 
in the region. One of six people recognized for 
trailblazing efforts on behalf of the Great Lakes in 
2021, she is vice president of policy and strategic 
engagement for the Alliance for the Great Lakes. 
 Davis’ approach of focusing on the needs 
of people who live in the Great Lakes region 
is prompting both environmentalists and 
policymakers to look at water quality issues in 
a new way. Her approach focuses on fair and 
equitable access to the benefits that come 
with restoring the ecological health of the 
system—like access to clean drinking water 
and the removal of toxins from the lakes and 
surrounding waterways. 
 She spearheaded the development of Shut Up 
and Listen, a 2018 report that summarizes what 
was learned from community conversations in 
the Cleveland area and guides those who want 
to address community concerns. 

Jonathan Junker, BS ’04, BArc ’05, Bainbridge 
Island, WA, designs upscale homes in the 
Seattle, Washington, area since moving there 
after graduating from Kent State. He also 
branched out into custom lighting for hotels, 
museums and office buildings around the world 
as the co-owner of Graypants, a company with 
offices in Seattle and Amsterdam. Junker and 
a former partner established the company 
in 2007 to produce laser-cut lamps from 
corrugated cardboard. 
 While at Graypants, he collaborated on 
transforming an old, abandoned garage on 
Vashon Island into a glowing lakeside cabin, 
which earned him the American Institute of 
Architects Honor Award for Washington state. 
 He also won the Millennial Entrepreneur 
of the Year award in 2016 from the US Small 
Business Administration, in recognition of  
his achievements at Graypants and its 
partnership with the Dutch government  
for product distribution. 
 In 2019 he sold his share in the lighting studio 
and now works in his own creative office on 
Bainbridge Island in Puget Sound. 

Ryan D. Andrews, MS ’05, MA ’05, Harwich, 
MA, is an advocate for sustainable food systems, 
a dietitian, yoga instructor, and strength and 
conditioning specialist. He self-published a new 
e-book, Swole Planet: Building a Better Body and 
a Better Earth. It is a guide to help people build 
a body that’s functional and fit, while building a 
planet that’s more sustainable and equitable. 
 Andrews was a competitive body builder 
from 1996-2001. His graduate degrees from 
Kent State are in nutrition and exercise 
physiology, and he completed his training to 
become a registered dietitian at Johns Hopkins 
Medicine. He studied sustainable food systems 
at Columbia University and volunteers on 
sustainable farms and with nonprofit food 
recovery organizations. He’s been teaching at 
SUNY’s Purchase College since 2018. For details, 
see www.ryandandrews.com. Discounts on 
the book are available for farmers, teachers, 
dietitians or those in the nonprofit sector. 

James M. Hill, MLIS ’05, Chillicothe, OH, 
director of the Chillicothe and Ross County 
Library, has been named the 2021 Librarian of the 
Year by the Ohio Library Council. This prestigious 
award honors a librarian whose recent 
accomplishments have impacted the library 
profession and library service to the community. 
 During the pandemic and under Hill’s 
leadership, the library developed a check-
in program to monitor elderly and isolated 
individuals. He added Chromebooks for patron 
checkout, extended Wi-Fi access and created 
a telehealth room at the Main Library. He and 
his staff also developed an expansion of the 
outreach department and a new bike-lending 
program, among other projects.
  In response to the drug epidemic in Ross 
County, Hill forged a partnership with other 
county agencies to bring a peer recovery 
supporter to the library. This person provides 

an essential service to the county, helping 
people navigate treatment options and finding 
resources to help. 
  In addition, Hill has assisted six staff 
members in obtaining their Master of Library 
and Information Science degrees and/or 
professional certifications.

Stephanie Sweany, BS ’05, Canton, OH, was 
appointed executive director at Stark County 
Hunger Task Force. She has been with the 
organization since 2017, most recently as 
assistant director. Founded in 1981, the nonprofit 
serves 34,000 Stark County residents each 
month through a network of about 40 food 
pantries and 12 Backpack for Kids programs. 
 Sweany is engaged in various community 
activities, including the Canton Kindness 
Coalition, which she founded in 2018. She is 
the vice president of Kent State’s Stark County 
Alumni chapter, and she received the Kent State 
University Alumni Association’s Advocacy Award 
in 2020.

Kate (Leishman) Yancho, BFA ’05, Kalamazoo,  
MI, was appointed to a three-year term at the 
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs 
by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer in September 
2021. The MCACA is Michigan’s key conduit for 
arts and cultural information, grant funding 
and more. Yancho continues to serve as the 
executive director of Wellspring/Cori Terry 
& Dancers, a 501C3 nonprofit professional 
modern dance company celebrating its 41st 
anniversary in Kalamazoo.

Darren Byler, BA ’06, New Westminster, British 
Columbia, published Terror Capitalism: Uyghur 
Dispossession and Masculinity in a Chinese City 
(Duke University Press, February 2022). Byler, 
a sociocultural anthropologist and assistant 
professor at Simon Fraser University’s School 
for International Studies, based his book on two 
years of ethnographic fieldwork among Uyghur 
and Han internal male migrants.
 In the book, he theorizes about the 
contemporary Chinese colonization of the 
Uyghur Muslim minority group in the northwest 
autonomous region of Xinjiang, showing how 
it has led to what he calls terror capitalism—a 
configuration of ethno-racialization, surveillance 
and mass detention that in this case promotes 
settler colonialism. He focuses on the 
experiences of young Uyghur men—who are 
the primary target of state violence—and how 
they develop masculinities and homosocial 
friendships to protect themselves against 
gendered, ethnoracial and economic violence.

Theodore Ferringer Jr., MArc ’06, MUD ’06, 
Cleveland, OH, was promoted to senior 
associate at Bialosky Cleveland in 2020. A 
member of Crain’s Cleveland Business 2019 
Forty Under 40 class and a recipient of the 
AIA Ohio 2021 Emerging Professional Award, 
Ferringer is a licensed architect and recognized 
community leader. In addition to advocating for 
equitable design excellence through numerous 

Disney was a big part of childhood for Meghan Caprez, BS ’15, MA ’17. As 
she grew up in the 1990s, not only did she watch just about every Disney film 
(accumulating a vast knowledge of Disney trivia) but the theme park earned a 
special place in her heart during a family trip. 
 “I took my first trip to Walt Disney World when I was 8 years old,” she 
recalls. “It was a difficult time for my family because my younger brother 
had just started losing his hearing, but the cast members went above and 
beyond to make sure we all had a great time!”
 Her journey to becoming a cast member herself began when, as a senior 
in high school, she learned about the Disney College Program (a national 
internship program operated by the Disney Programs division of The Walt 
Disney Co.). 
 “I walked into my first academic advising appointment during Destination 
Kent State and told my advisor that I would absolutely, without a doubt, 
be taking a semester off to do the program,” Caprez says. “I did just that, 
working as a character attendant my sophomore year. After completing the 
program, I really caught the Disney bug and knew I wanted to end up back 
with the company.”
 Caprez, who majored in public relations as an undergrad and earned 
a master’s degree in communications studies, later completed a second 
Disney College Program in food and beverage, and a professional internship 
in executive communications at Disney World. 
 She is now a communications manager for the Walt Disney World Resort, 
handling internal and external communication and strategy for Disney 
Resort hotels, transportation, security and more. Prior to that, she served 
as a public affairs manager for the company, helping ensure a seamless 
integration of communications and public affairs for major events, including 
some of the lead-up to Walt Disney World’s 18-month-long 50th anniversary 
celebration (which began in October 2021 and ends in 2023).

We caught up with Caprez to learn more about her love for Disney.

What do you enjoy the most about your job? The people. We have 
70,000 of the very best people working at Walt Disney World. They are 
leaders in hospitality, themed entertainment, culinary arts, product 
development, engineering, guest services and more. I get to work with 
them every day and help them assist our guests, as well as share stories 
about their talents and accomplishments.

Could you tell us a favorite Disney story? We have very passionate 
fans at Walt Disney World who enjoy hearing about our history and 
heritage. I was able to share a moment of that history when we invited 
a group of 50-year cast members to open a time capsule at Disney’s 
Contemporary Resort as part of Walt Disney World’s 50th anniversary 
celebration. Seeing them look through the items—some of which they 
remembered being added in—was a really cool moment. I then got to 
share that story with our fans on the Disney Parks Blog!

Is there an area of the park or a ride you enjoy most? I love the 
whimsy of the Magic Kingdom Park. It’s full of charm, nostalgia and 
extra pixie dust right now because we’re in the middle of celebrating its 
50th anniversary! My favorite attraction is probably a toss-up between 
The Haunted Mansion and the Monsters Inc. Laugh Floor.

If you could be a Disney character, who would it be and why? 
Kermit the Frog. He’s a passionate leader, a good friend, and even 
though it’s not easy being green, his banjo skills are incredible!
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