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Olena Riabushenko (Galushko), a high school 
English teacher, was a scholar with the 

Fulbright Teaching Excellence and Achievement 
Program at Kent State University during Spring 
Semester 2021. Secondary school teachers from 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia participated in 
a six-week professional development program 
focused on media literacy and learned how to help 
young people in their countries distinguish fake 
news from verifiable reporting.

Olena would tell us how proud she is of Ukraine, 
her country, and its economic progress as well as 
its progress in becoming a functioning democracy. 
A resident of a community about one hour’s drive 
west of Kyiv, the country’s capital, she is a teacher 
and her husband, Alex, a career officer in the 
Ukrainian armed forces.

“I don’t like it, but that is what he wanted to do,” 
she said.

It was a time of peace and no one dreamed of 
the horror that was soon to commence.

The [Gerald H.] Read Center for International 
and Intercultural Education at Kent State has a 

“Friendship Family” program through which local 
families volunteer to show the Fulbright scholars 
around, mostly on weekends, but occasionally 
at midweek special events and outings during 
their stay at the Kent State University Hotel and 
Conference Center.

As one of several local families who volunteer, 
Janet and I were assigned to Olena, and what a 
pleasure it was to spend time with her. She was 
unselfish, appreciative of whatever we provided, 
and sweet. She and her friend Tonya, another 
Ukrainian on the program, came to our home and 
cooked Ukrainian borscht soup for us. It was tasty!

We provided transportation for them to events 
that the Read Center staff scheduled. We visited 
Cleveland: a concert in St. Stanislaus Church, the 
Cleveland Museum of Art and other places. We 
took in events on the KSU campus although these 
were limited by COVID-19 restrictions.

I remember during our visit to the remarkable 
dinosaur exhibit at Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Museum 
of Natural History Olena snapped a photo of a 
dinosaur with her phone and sent it to her young 
son back home. Fascinated by dinosaurs, the boy 
responded to his mother within minutes, proudly 
identifying the dinosaur in that photo.

Olena and Tonya (who resides in southern 
Ukraine near the Black Sea), both started emailing 
us after Russia invaded Ukraine last month. I felt 
guilty telling them about normal life in America 
because of what they are enduring with Putin’s 
totally unprovoked war. Both replied that reading 
about normal life in America was reassuring. Both 
asked for America’s help.

Olena, in a recent email, wrote that she was 
worried sick about her husband, Alex, fighting in 
eastern Ukraine. She had heard nothing for two days.

On Sunday, this past week, I saw her 
heartbreaking post on Facebook. This fine lady, a 
good teacher, a good mother and a loving wife, does 
not deserve what has happened. Whatever we 
Americans can do to help Ukraine, I support.

For God’s sake, let’s stand up to the murderous, 
deceitful bully in the Kremlin!

Used with permission. This article originally 
appeared on Record-Courier.com: “Along the Way: 
Fulbright scholar at Kent State from Ukraine loses 
husband in war,” April 3, 2022. 

David E. Dix is a former publisher of the 
Record-Courier and a former trustee of Kent State 
University. He and his wife, Janet Dix, BS ’71,  
MEd ’76, PhD ’92, received the 2020 Distinguished 
Service to EHHS [Education, Health and Human 
Services] Award. David Dix also serves on the 
Read Center’s Professional Advisory Board. 

“Happiness is to love silence” ...  
I have always tried to abide by  
this principle ... because I was  
very comfortable and safe with  
my husband!!!

Now my happiness is gone. 
I don't want to and I can't believe 
it, let alone accept this fact!

I was strong and calm because of 
him ... thanks to the understanding 
that I have him ... My entire 
universe is just destroyed by  
this war right now!!!

Do you know what my 8th grade 
son is looking for on the Internet — 
does his soul die after he dies???!!!! 
How scary is this!!!

Sixteen years we built our family 
and happiness ... now I just don’t 
understand where and how to 
move next????

My heart is torn out and they  
say hold on, you can make it??!!!

I look at people going on with 
their usual lives and I just don't 
understand why?? If this is 
some higher God's plan, I don't 
understand it at all now!!!

Our children were left without a 
loving father for whom they were 
the meaning of life ... he helped 
them to be born and held them  
first ... tried all of my free time  
with them (even when I got tired  
of doing it, he always wanted them 
to do something and grow) ...

I have a feeling that he left ... and 
he must come back ... his smile 
“stands” in my eyes ... I can't even 
say “rest in peace” right now! ... 
I wish this was a dream so I can 
wake up ... and near was he ... how 
hard this all is. 

—Olena Riabushenko (Galushko)

 A DEATH IN  
 UKRAINE 
BY DAVID E. DIX

Olena Riabushenko (Galushko) and husband, 
Alex Riabushenko. 

Light Giver

Jud Logan, four-time Olympian and Varsity “K” Hall of Famer, left a great 
legacy when he passed away from COVID-19–related pneumonia in 

January 2022. 
He came to Kent State on a divided athletic scholarship, part football, 

part track. A four-year letter winner in track and field (1978–81) and 
one-year letter winner in football (1978), Logan qualified for the NCAA 
Track and Field Championships in 1980 after being selected as the 
Mid-American Conference Outstanding Athlete. He also captured three 
individual MAC titles, winning the hammer throw in 1979 and 1980 and the 
discus throw in 1980.

 He had trained in the hammer throw with Kent State’s track coach,  
Al Schoterman, BS ’73, who was a five-time All-American in the  
hammer throw for the Golden Flashes and had competed in the 1972 
Olympic Games in Munich. At the end of his senior year, when Logan  
went to Schoterman’s home to thank him, Schoterman asked if he  
wanted to be in the upcoming 1984 Olympics. He promised to help turn 
Logan into an Olympian over the next two years. Instead of an ending,  
it was a new beginning. 

 Logan earned a spot on four US Olympic teams (in 1984, 1988, 1992 and 
2000), serving as captain of the 1992 team in Barcelona, Spain. He also 
represented the US as a competitor in the Pan American Games, Goodwill 
Games and World Championships. Logan won a gold medal in the hammer 
throw at the 1987 Pan American Games in Indianapolis. He was the US 
record-holder in the hammer throw for several years and currently holds 
the record for the third-longest throw of all time.

 “Al Schoterman changed the course of Jud’s life,” says Logan’s 
youngest brother, Andy. “Al saw more light in him than Jud saw for himself. 
Just this past August, Jud talked to the Kent State football team about 
being a light giver. He’s been that for thousands of people.”

 Logan was sought after as a speaker. He often discussed overcoming 
obstacles and encouraged listeners to find a light giver—someone who 
sees more in you and helps light the path that you may have never seen or 
believed you could take—and then to become one for others.

 At the time of his passing, Logan (who was treated for leukemia for 
two years prior to his death) was in his 17th season as head track and 
field coach at Ashland University where, among other accomplishments, 
he led the men’s team to three consecutive NCAA Division II national 
championships and was a five-time US Track & Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association National Coach of the Year. A 1990 inductee into  
the Kent State Varsity “K” Hall of Fame, he also was a 2002 inductee of  
the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame 
and a 2015 inductee of the National Throws Coaches Association 
Thrower's Hall of Fame.

 “Jud will be remembered for far more than just coaching, trophies and 
All-Americans; he was my friend, a mentor and an inspiration to many,” 
says Nathan Fanger, Kent State track and field associate head coach. “He 
was always there for me as a young coach when I needed direction or 
advice. I will miss his energy, his passion and the way he could command 
a room wherever he went. He will forever have a place in my heart, and he 
will forever be part of the Kent State track and field family.”

 Logan stayed connected to Kent State and returned to the Field House 
for track and field meets each season. His voice could be heard loud and 
clear, especially during the final home indoor meet, which was previously 
named the Kent State Tune Up. Every year at that meet, Logan coached his 
own student-athletes and offered encouragement to throwers from other 
schools who were aiming for a big mark to qualify for the national meet. 

In February 2022, Kent State renamed this final meet the “Jud Logan 
Memorial Tune Up.” This name will be used for the final meet each season 
from now on. 

In addition, family and friends have established the Jud Logan-Al 
Schoterman LIGHT GIVER Scholarship endowment, in memory of Jud 
Logan and in honor of Al Schoterman. This gift enables Kent State to 
award scholarships to student-athletes who compete in throwing events. 
To contribute to the endowment, please contact Brian Grubich, associate 
director of athletic advancement, at 330-672-8399 or bgrubic2@kent.edu. 

 JUDSON “JUD” LOGAN, BA ’82 
 July 19, 1959 – January 3, 2022
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“People need to see that 
this war is against all 
Ukrainians ... against our 
children and our future ... 
it’s a war for our existence.”
—Olena Riabushenko (Galushko)
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