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Mildred “Millie” Grossman, MA ’54, Waverly, 
OH, turned 100 on October 27, 2021. She 
celebrated with her brother, Mel Grossman,  
BS ’55, Bellbrook, Ohio, and his wife, Shelley.
  Millie Grossman majored in Latin, English and 
social studies at Heidelberg University in Tiffin, 
Ohio, and graduated in 1943. She taught high 
school in Magnolia, Ohio, and Edinburg, Ohio, 
(one year at each) and then at LaBrae High School 
in Leavittsburg, Ohio, for 12 years. 
 When Kent State began offering a library 
science curriculum in 1946, she began taking 
summer classes and received a master’s degree 
in 1954. Her last teaching assignment was at 
Glenwood High School (now GlenOak) in Canton, 
Ohio, where she applied her library skills for 
21 years. She also volunteered to help three 
elementary schools in Alliance, Ohio, enhance 
their library programs. 
 Her brother, Mel, notes: “Years of post-
retirement volunteering in a host of community 
and church activities in Alliance (her hometown) 
kept her active and vital.”  

Lou Holtz, BS ’59, Honorary Doctor of Law 
’94, Orlando, FL, was the guest speaker at the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes Breakfast as part 
of the Famous Idaho Potato Bowl in Boise, Idaho, 
on Dec. 20, 2021. About 70 Kent State players and 
coaches joined a similar group from the team’s 
bowl opponent, the University of Wyoming, along 
with hundreds of other patrons, to hear Holtz 
share stories of the gridiron and about his faith. 
Sean Lewis, Kent State’s head football coach, 
and Randale Richmond, MS ’06, Kent State’s 
athletic director, presented Holtz with a Kent 
State jersey. The next day, the Wyoming Cowboys 
beat the Kent State Golden Flashes 52 to 38.
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 1960s 

Charles “Chuck” Miley, BS ’65, Maplewood, 
NJ, exhibited work from two of his series ("Why 
Reparations” and “Black Lives Matter Martyrs")
in a special installation celebrating Black 
History Month. The exhibit was part of Fresh Air 
Montclair Exhibitions, a township-wide initiative 
to promote and support art and artists in public 
spaces while enlivening empty storefronts for 
community enjoyment. The “Why Reparations” 
lino print series will become an art-made book 
illustrating the series of prints. 
 In his artist statement, Miley wrote, “Slavery, 
the original sin of our country, has left a poison 
in our society. As an artist, my art is my voice; I 
must use my art to draw attention to this hate 
and injustice. Picasso said, ‘Painting (art) is a 
weapon.’ Therefore, I ‘say their names’ in my 

‘Black Lives Matter Martyrs’ series of woodblock 
prints. I honor those men’s and women’s lives 
and their memory.”
 He later wrote, “I also have been awarded 
a Fellowship Grant from the New Jersey State 
Council of the Arts in printmaking. I guess this 
goes back to around 1962 in the Introduction 
to Printmaking course in old Van Deusen Hall 
at KSU. My work at Kent State and my graduate 
work at Rutgers University and Pratt Manhattan 
have brought me to this point in my career 
where I am gathering benefits.”

Josef Sekon, BA ’68, Aptos, CA, artistic director 
of Aptos Keyboard Series, enjoyed the world 
premiere of his most recent work, the Aptos 
Sound Project, in the Kaleidoscopes concert in 
Santa Cruz, California. The concert, by the Santa 
Cruz Symphony under the direction of Daniel 
Stewart, was on April 30, 2022, at the Civic 
Auditorium. The following day, it was performed 
at the Mello Center in Watsonville, California.
 A longtime music teacher at Cabrillo College 
in Aptos, Sekon hosted concerts in his home 
and other local venues for the past several years. 
When the concert series outgrew a “house 

 1950s Jefferson “Jeff” Pierce, BSE ’69, Cleveland,OH, 
was a Golden Flash before he became DC 
Comics’ Black Lightning. A Cleveland native, he 
enrolled at Kent State in pursuit of a teaching 
degree. Pierce’s athletic abilities landed him a 
spot in the 1968 Mexico City Olympics, where 
he won gold in the decathlon. After this feat, 
he returned to Kent State and completed 
a Bachelor of Science in education. Upon 
graduating, he became a teacher and later 
principal of Garfield High School in the south 
side of Metropolis. 
 Pierce instilled a sense of purpose in his 
students, pushing them to realize their full 
potential. But it became increasingly difficult to 
teach in a town riddled with violence and crime, 
so he took matters into his own hands. Born 
with metahuman abilities to manipulate and 
generate electricity, Pierce had suppressed that 
side of himself until the time came to use his 
talents to protect his students and his town. His 
crime-fighting alter ego, Black Lightning, served 
justice wherever he was needed most. 
 He later became one of the cofounding 
members of the Outsiders superhero team, 
and he also served as Secretary of Education 
under then-US President Lex Luthor. After 
resuming his life as a teacher/vigilante, Pierce 
continues to aid his fellow neighbors in the 
fight against criminals and villains looking to 
bully and take advantage of others.

BEHIND BLACK LIGHTNING:
Jefferson Pierce (aka Black Lightning) was 
created by Tony Isabella, who has always been 
a lover of comics and aspired to write them 
himself. While he currently resides in Medina, 

Ohio, he grew up on the west side of Cleveland, 
which was quite segregated at the time. During 
his teen years, he was involved in a comic book 
club and soon realized that his Black friends 
weren’t well-represented within the stories 
they loved. 
 “I always thought it was unfair that my Black 
friends didn’t have more characters like them. 
So, I told myself that if I got into comics I would 
try to work on, and create, characters of color,” 
Isabella says. “It was one of the things I wanted 
to do with my career.” 

 He eventually found his way to comic 
writing while working at The Plain Dealer in 
Cleveland. His industry connections led him 
to an opportunity at Marvel, one of the biggest 
comic book publications. He got his start writing 
for some of Marvel’s most renowned characters 
including Spider-Man, Ghost Rider, Moon Knight, 
the Avengers, Daredevil, the Fantastic Four, 
Black Goliath and Luke Cage. 
 Isabella later moved to DC Comics where 
he created the character of Black Lightning, 
who has been an icon in Black history and 
pop culture since his debut in 1977. Isabella 
chose Kent State as his character’s alma mater 
because he wanted Pierce to be from Cleveland, 
Ohio, and he thought Kent State was an Ohio 
school everyone would recognize. However, his 
character’s lightning symbol and powers had no 
connection to Kent State’s Golden Flashes.  
 He wrote Black Lightning’s short-lived 1970s 
and 1990s series and returned to the character 
in 2017 with the publication of the limited series 
Black Lightning: Cold Dead Hands. A Black 
Lightning TV series ran for four seasons on the 
CW Network, from 2018-2021. Isabella and artist 
Trevor Von Eeden received creator credit on 
each episode.
 While Isabella has written for characters in many 
comics, he says Black Lightning holds a special 
place in his heart. “There are very few comics I’ve 
written where I haven’t liked the character. But 
Black Lightning is always my favorite.”

Read more about Black Lightning and  
creator Tony Isabella at www.kent.edu/today/
news/kent-states-superhero-alumnus- 
black-lightning. 

Cover of Black Lightning, Vol. 1, Issue 6 (1978)

SUPERHERO ALUMNUS

Black Lightning, Vol. 1, Issue 6 (1978), featured the panel that revealed Jefferson Pierce was a Golden Flash.

concert” size, he partnered with the Episcopal 
Church of St. John the Baptist to present the 
Aptos Keyboard Series at St. John’s, with the 
mission to promote gifted young pianists and 
offer them the opportunity to perform in a 
concert setting. 

 1970s  

James Ellor, BS ’73, McGregor, TX, arrived at 
Kent in fall 1970. During his time at Kent State, 
he initiated the McElrath/Skeels Rehabilitation 
Group and served in the University Year for 
Action and Volunteers in Service to America 
(now AmeriCorps VISTA). He went on to 
McCormick Theological Seminary and the 
University of Chicago to become both a social 
worker and Presbyterian minister. He earned a 
DMin. and PhD while working at the University 
of Chicago to bridge religious and spiritual 
concerns of older adults. 
 He taught at National Louis University for 
21 years and at Baylor University for 17 years, 
recently retiring from Baylor as the Dorothy 
Barfield Kronzer Endowed Professor Emeritus 
in Family Studies at the Diana R. Garland School 
of Social Work. He is also an adjunct faculty 
member at Asbury Theological Seminary. He has 
written 10 books, more than 150 juried articles 
and is an internationally known speaker on the 
topic of religion and aging.
 Ellor has been the general editor of the 
Journal of Religion, Spirituality & Aging for the 
past 23 years. He is currently the co-general 
editor of the new Encyclopedia of Death and 
Dying (Routledge Press).
 His work with the local community in Ravenna, 
Ohio, started him on a 50-year career to serve 
people in communities and churches, training 
students on these topics and filling gaps in the 
literature. In his retirement, he continues to offer 
counseling for first responders and to support 
churches with ministries for older adults.

M. Scott McBride, BM ’76, MM ’78, DuBois, 
PA, retired as chancellor of Penn State DuBois, 
effective July 1, 2021. He received a Nittany Lion 
statue from the DuBois Educational Foundation 
board members in recognition and appreciation 
of his service. Under his direction, Penn State 
DuBois raised more than $12 million, mostly 
in support of student scholarships. The funds 
also helped establish the North Central PA 
LaunchBox, one of 21 entrepreneurial centers 
the university has founded across the state to 
promote economic growth in the region. 
 Before coming to Penn State DuBois in 
March 2017, McBride was dean of the Caudill 
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
at Morehead State University in Kentucky, 
beginning in 2008. Prior to that he was chair 
of the department of music and a professor of 
music at Morehead State. In 1990, he earned a 
doctorate in philosophy of music education from 
the University of Oklahoma.

Sugar Cemented Slavery from “Why Reparations” 
lino print series

Jersey presentation: (left to right) Sean Lewis, Lou 
Holtz and Randale Richmond 
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