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smart stuff | WKSU 

been named Best News Operation by the Ohio Society of 
Professional Journalists five times since 2001.”

Paths to success

Students have always played a significant role in WKSU-
FM’s success. Today’s students hone skills in broadcast 
production, news, marketing and public relations. 

“It wasn’t like being in school,” says Dick Russ, ’75, 
managing editor of Cleveland’s WKYC-TV. “It was like 
working at a real broadcast station, because that’s what it is. 
The experience I had at WKSU was one of the most valuable 
things that could have ever happened to me.”

Student workers at WKSU-FM also prepare for careers in 
new media. Mandy Jenkins, ’02, M.A. ’04, social media editor 
and digital content manager at Cincinnati.com, credits her 
experience at WKSU-FM with kick starting her career.

“My experience at WKSU helped set my path in the 
world,” Jenkins says.

Partnering for Success

WKSU-FM partners with dozens of arts, cultural, civic and 
community organizations in its 22-county service area. One 
of the most innovative partnerships is the WKSU Hunger 
Challenge, where the station works with regional food banks 
in a unique effort to raise funds for them and the station. 
Since the program began, more than $791,000 has been 
donated.

“Everyone at WKSU aligns their hearts and resources to 
take the challenge to a new level each year,” says Dan Flowers, 
president and CEO of the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank. 

The station has a number of special events planned to 
mark its 60th anniversary, including a visit this fall by Carl 
Kassell, beloved NPR newscaster and announcer on Wait 
Wait … Don’t Tell Me! But by far the biggest anniversary 
event is the appearance of Garrison Keillor, of A Prairie Home 
Companion, at Blossom Music Center on June 19.

With the support of Kent State University and the 
Northeast Ohio community, WKSU-FM has grown into a 
regional media powerhouse and is a recognized leader in the 
public radio system. 

The Folk Alley mobile 
studio features state-
of-the-art technology, 
allowing recording and 
live broadcasting from 
music festivals all 
across the country.

WKSU-FM celebrates 
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“The station’s news 
presence in the  
region has grown in 
both scope and  
reputation.”

–Al Bartholet, WKSU-FM executive director and general manager.

Al Bartholet, executive director of 
WKSU-FM.  

more information

click here for









Meet some of the faculty 
members of Kent State’s 
College of Public Health

Sonia Alemagno 
is a professor of 
health policy and 
management. Her 
most recent projects 
focus on the misuse 
of prescription 
medicine among 
adolescents and 

the impact of substance abuse on the 
community. She also has expertise 
in HIV/AIDS and STD prevention and 
incarcerated individuals.

Dan Flannery is a 
professor of social 
and behavioral 
science. He also 
serves as director of 
Kent State’s Institute 
for the Study and 
Prevention of 
Violence. Flannery 

has extensive experience in evaluating 
school-based violence prevention 
programs in Ohio and elsewhere. 

Maggie Stedman-
Smith is an 
assistant professor 
of environmental 
health. She has 
more than 10 years 
of clinical experience 
in perinatal nursing. 
Her most recent 

research has focused on toxic substances 
and other environmental exposures on 
mothers and their children.

Melissa Zullo is an 
assistant professor 
of epidemiology. Her 
recent research is on 
rehabilitation models 
for congestive 
heart failure. This 
past October, 
Zullo received the 

Beginning Investigator Award by the 
American Association of Cardiovascular 
and Pulmonary Rehabilitation.

Board of Regents to offer a Bachelor 
of Science in Public Health (B.S.P.H.). 
Recently, the college received approval 
for a Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) 
in five specializations (epidemiology, 
biostatistics, environmental health 
sciences, social and behavioral 
sciences, and health policy and 
management) starting fall 2010. 
An 18-credit-hour undergraduate 
Certificate in Public Health is already 
available.

This past spring, 146 students took 
four public health courses through 
its Experimental Programs Division, 
and the university is accepting 
applications for its programs for 
fall 2010. The college currently has 
17 full-time, tenure-track faculty 
members and hopes to increase the 
number to 25 by 2012. 
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academic excellence | College of Public Health 

“Kent State is uniquely  
positioned to produce 
knowledgeable,  
well-trained public health 
professionals.”

Lester A. Lefton , President Kent State University

more information

click here for
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academic excellence | Air Traffic Control 

their destinations,” says Maureen McFarland, academic 
program director of aeronautics and assistant professor at 
Kent State. “Jobs in air traffic control are in high demand, 
and because Kent State is among a rare few institutions 
that train students in both TRACON (Terminal Radar 
Approach Control) and en route operations, our air 
traffic control students will graduate with a mastery of 
critical skills, giving them a huge competitive edge when 
they arrive at the FAA Academy in Oklahoma where all 
prospective air traffic controllers go to train and test for 
their national certification.”

Instructors can create different scenarios for the students, 
including changing the number of planes landing, runway 
conditions, weather and visibility. Emergency situations 
also can be simulated.

“We use the same kind of assessment that the FAA 
gives,” McFarland says. “Students get immediate feedback 

from their instructors about what they’re doing right and 
what they’re doing wrong. Then, the instructor can tell the 
student what they need to practice.”

Kent State’s program garners 
national recognition 

Currently, there are 63 students enrolled in the 
program, which began in fall 2008. It is a unique, 
nationally recognized program that is bringing in 
students from out of state, including New Jersey and 
Connecticut. It is receiving attention throughout the 
country, and prospective students from as far away as 
Texas have expressed interest in attending.

The air traffic control program will graduate its first 
class in 2012.

With Programs Offered by College of Technology
In addition to its air traffic control program, Kent State’s College of Technology offers 

a variety of programs that are aligned with job growth. Aeronautical systems engineering 
technology and aviation management are two such programs offered at Kent State. Keeping up 
with the growth and pace of the aviation industry, the university is looking at offering programs 
in aviation maintenance management and aviation safety and security. 

“We’ve got an established, solid reputation with the programs we have,” Maureen McFarland, 
academic program director of aeronautics and assistant professor at Kent State, says. “We 
want to continue to grow with the demand of the aviation industry and contribute to the overall 
economy of Ohio. Both aviation maintenance management and aviation safety and security are 
areas that are in high demand. Few schools offer an aircraft maintenance program, with the 
closest one in Ohio being at Sinclair Community College in Dayton, so it would be wonderful to 
offer these programs at Kent State.”

 
 

Job Opportunities Soar

Flight Training Academic Program 
Officer Dawn Resek (right) reviews 
engine operation with a student at 
the Kent State University Airport.

on the 
Air Traffic Control Center

click here to watch video
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department | Centennial

The 100-Year-Old Rivals
As part of the ongoing Centennial Cup 

competition with our in-state rivals to 
the west, the Kent State baseball team 
hosted Bowling Green for a free throwback 
game on Saturday, May 15, at Schoonover 

Stadium. The fun-filled day included a special 
recognition of alumni and donors in attendance, 

as well as a hospitality tent for fans, historical 
trivia and more. Additionally, Kent State’s game-

worn uniforms from the contest were auctioned off.  

on the history we’re making right now.”
The collection of items began on March 

1 and ends on June 30. All items can be 
dropped off or mailed to the Undergraduate 
Studies office. Students, faculty, alumni and 
community members in Kent are encouraged 
to give items for the 2010 time capsule. 

Jones suggests items that will help people 
in 2060 know how people in 2010 lived. 
Items such as photographs, essays, drawings, 
“forever” stamps, games, flags, clothing and 
old credit cards are recommended. 

Every student, faculty member and 
alumni is encouraged to put memories into 
the time capsule. 

“We’ve talked about writing letters to future 
generations and possibly making a video 
to address them,” Gill says. “We’re going 
to include photos of the campus, copies 
of the Daily Kent Stater, recent technology 
and collectible campus items, which might 
include things like toy black squirrels or Kent 
State T-shirts.” 

Students should be excited because they 
get to have a say in what will be a fixture on 
campus for the next 50 years, Gill says.

Mikrut says it is a fun way to celebrate 
history and the Centennial year of Kent State.

“I believe we should continue traditions 
at Kent State and make those in the future 
aware of the excitement and history that we 
are currently creating here,” Mikrut says. 

 Gill says she hopes that students in 2060 
marvel at the things in the capsule. 

“I hope it gives them a sense of what life 
was like on this campus in 2010,” she says. 
“I hope they have a renewed interest in their 
school and in the importance of preserving 
the past.”

Alumni are encouraged to contribute items 
for the time capsule. Items may be mailed 
or dropped off to the Undergraduate Studies 
office located in Olson Hall between 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. The collection ends June 30.

For more information on the Centennial Time 
Capsule, call 330-672-9292.

Jack Nitzsche, a Campus 
Environment and 
Operations employee, uses 
a forklift to deliver the time 
capsule to various events 
on Kent State’s eight 
campuses.
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“Celebrating our history and 
traditions is the focus of our 
Centennial year.”

–Lester A. Lefton, President of Kent State University  

more information

click here for























































36 Kent State Magazine 

Centennial Campaign Section TAKE ACTION
ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE

Broadway and Hollywood glamour 
provided the luster for an April 14 
benefit in New York City to raise funds 
for the new Louis Erdmann and William 
Zucchero Theatre. The black-box space, 
part of the Roe Green Center for the 
School of Theatre and Dance, is currently 
under construction with an opening set 
for this fall.

Emmy-winner Jeff Richmond and Tony-
winner Alice Ripley, ’86, both alumni of 
the program and honorary co-chairs for 
the E-Z Theatre campaign, hosted and 

performed a lively show that entertained a 
crowd of Kent State supporters. Alumni Karl 
Erdmann, ’84, and Wendy Zucchero Overly, 
’82, also spoke about the legacy of their 
fathers, for whom the theatre is named. 

Among the guests were Richmond’s 
wife, actress and writer Tina Fey; 30 Rock 
executive producers Lorne Michaels 
and Marci Klein; Kent State President 
Lester A. Lefton and his wife, Linda; 
philanthropist Roe Green, ’80, whose 
$6.5 million gift makes the new center 
possible; Centennial Campaign Chair 

Ron Pizzuti, ’62; and Cil Draime, ’58, who 
is the largest contributor to the campaign 
to date.

New York City Hosts  
Starry Centennial Campaign Night

Alice Ripley and Jeff Richmond’s  
performance was the highlight  
of the evening.

Cil Draime, Linda and  
Lester Lefton, and Ron Pizzuti

Roe Green and Wayne and Yvonne Bragg

Tina Fey, Linda and Lester Lefton

taking action: Capital

more photos

click here for






