


Message
President’s

100 Years of 
Excellence

Lester A. Lefton
President We’ve all heard the phrase that an education 

pays. At Kent State University, I am proud 
to say that this saying rings very true, and I 

have the facts and figures to prove it.
This issue of Kent State Magazine previews a 

comprehensive report on Kent State’s economic impact 
on our region. To commemorate the university’s 2010 
Centennial, Kent State commissioned a study to quantify 
the economic contribution of Kent State and to detail 
the role that the university plays in promoting economic 
development, enhancing students’ careers and improving 
quality of life in Northeast Ohio and the individual 
regions served by our eight-campus system. 

At a time when companies and organizations are 
asked to be more accountable and quantify their 
worth, this report documents the value of a Kent State 
education for not only our students, but also our alumni, 
the communities we serve and our regional economy. 
This report includes very impressive measurable 
numbers, such as: 
• The average annual contribution of Kent State’s eight 

campuses and our alumni equals $1.9 billion. This 
is the approximate equivalent of 1.5 percent of the 
Northeast Ohio economy.

• The region receives roughly $292.4 million in added 
regional income each year due to the payroll of Kent 
State faculty and staff and the university’s spending 
for supplies and services.

• A Kent State graduate with a bachelor’s degree will 
on average earn $1.1 million in higher income over a 
lifetime than a person with only a high school diploma. 

• Taxpayers see a real money return of 7.2 percent on 
their annual investments in Kent State.

In addition, Kent State is an important anchor 
institution to the region, one that is enduring and 
stable. We are a major source of job creation, research, 
innovation and entrepreneurship. Today, the university’s 
21st-century knowledge workforce (scientists, 
technologist, health and service professionals, to name a 
few) accounts for more regional jobs than any one of the 
area’s manufacturing companies. 

Kent State takes great pride in our 196,000 alumni. 
Our graduates leave the institution and enter the 
workforce armed with employer-valued skills, making 
immediate contributions and leading successful careers. 
They also are assets to the region and individually make 
significant contributions to the quality of life we enjoy in 
Northeast Ohio. 

The report, compiled by Economic Modeling 
Specialists Inc. (EMSI), also documents Kent State’s 
research efforts, which make Kent State a major source 
of start-up companies and technology transfer. This 
activity generates jobs and economic innovation right 
here in Northeast Ohio, while securing the university’s 
role as a national cultural and educational center.

 You can read more online at www.kent.edu/
magazine. The study will renew your pride in this great 
public research university. Kent State not only is dear to 
those of us associated with it, but the institution remains 
a precious and essential resource for Northeast Ohio as 
well.

I encourage you to take pride in the excellence in 
action that is taking place at Kent State and celebrate its 
Centennial. Imagine the exciting possibilities that the 
next 100 years will bring.

Not bad for the first 100 years.
But we are just  
getting started.

more information

click here for
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A Century of Service to the Region
What is a fitting way to celebrate one hundred years 

of service? Kent State University, Northeast Ohio’s 
number one producer of college graduates and Ohio’s 
third largest research university, decided to take a new 
look at itself. 

The university commissioned a comprehensive 
study to assess its impact on the economy and quality 
of life in Northeast Ohio. The study, Prosperity by 
Degrees: The Economic Impact of Kent State University 
on Northeast Ohio, was conducted by the national 
research firm, Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc. 
(EMSI). It examines Kent State’s eight-campus system, 
which spans 12 counties in Northeast Ohio. 
 
 

Degrees
Prosperity
by

A $2 Billion  
Economic Engine
Kent State University generated $1.96 billion in 
added income to the Northeast Ohio economy. 
This includes: 
• $1.6 billion attributed to raising the 
educational attainment and productivity of the 
workforce.  

• $292 million in added income due to Kent 
State’s business, employment and research 
operations.

• $64 million generated from Kent State 
attracting nonlocal students and visitors to 
Northeast Ohio.  

A study of Kent State’s economic impact 
 on Northeast Ohio declares KSU  

as the region’s leading public university. 

P h o t o  b y  J e f f  G l i d d e n ,  ’ 8 7
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Kent State University’s seven Regional Campuses extend 
access to high-quality higher education throughout Northeast 
Ohio. Each of the campuses — Ashtabula, East Liverpool, 
Geauga, Salem, Stark, Trumbull and Tuscarawas — is an 
integral part of the community it serves. The campuses add 
value to Northeast Ohio through the promotion of fine 
arts and humanities; the extensive offering of continuing 
education courses and programs; the enhancement of primary 
and secondary education; the development of carefully 

crafted associate degree programs; the offering of selected 
upper-division and graduate coursework; a wide variety of 
partnerships with business and industry; leadership in the 
development of distance learning technology; or enabling 
citizens to achieve the goal of earning a baccalaureate degree 
from Kent State.

While each campus contributes to the university’s overall 
economic impact on the state and region, the contributions to 
their local economies are equally impressive.

b y  R o n  K i rk  s e y  P h o t o  b y  J e f f  G l i d d e n ,  ‘ 8 7

Kent State’s Regional Campuses help drive Ohio’s economy

Megan Stein, an instructor in radiologic technology at  
Kent State University at Ashtabula, works with students in  
the new Robert S. Morrison Health and Science Building.

Adding Value  
	 	 	 	    to the Region
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• Kent State University at Ashtabula: 
The 2007–08 student population will contribute 
an estimated total of $6.3 million in taxable 
income to the Ohio economy on average per 
year. Avoided social costs — from crime, health 
issues and welfare programs — will amount 
to $554,400 by the midpoint of the students’ 
working careers. In addition, the campus 
directly contributed about $36.7 million in 
2007–08 to the region’s income, including $6.3 
million in campus operations spending. The 
largest impact is $30.4 million generated from 
the productivity effects of alumni who live and 
work in Ashtabula County.

• Kent State University at East 
Liverpool:  
Columbiana County received $17.6 million 
in added regional income, including $4.1 
million in impacts of campus operations. Saved 
social costs amount to $199,700, and alumni 
productivity in the county equals $13.6 million.

• Kent State University at Geauga:  
The service area economy received roughly 
$29.2 million in added regional income, 
including $4.3 million from campus operations. 
Saved social costs equal $839,100, and alumni 
productivity is $24.9 million. 

• Kent State University at Salem:  
Kent State Salem added roughly $23.4 million 
in income to its service area, including $6.1 
million from campus operations. Saved social 
costs are $719,900 and alumni workforce 
productivity is $17.3 million.

• Kent State University at Stark:  
Kent State Stark produced a payoff to Stark 
County’s economy of some $129.6 million in 
added regional income in fiscal year 2007–08, 
including $14.9 million from the campus’ 
operations. Saved social costs will be $3.5 
million and an added gain of $114.6 million from 
productive alumni working in Stark County.

• Kent State University at Trumbull:  
The county economy received roughly $81.6 
million in added regional income, including 
$8.5 million from campus operations. 
Estimated saved social costs is $1.5 million and 
alumni productivity effect is $73.1 million.

• Kent State University at Tuscarawas:  
Kent State Tuscarawas contributed roughly 
$79.0 million in added regional income, with 
campus operations making up $7.0 million of 
that total. Saved social costs are estimated at 
$878,200 and alumni productivity effects is $72 
million.

Regional Campus 
Economic Impact

Tuscarawas 
$79.0m Ashtabula 

$36.7m

Stark 
$129.6m

East Liverpool $17.6m

Geauga 
$29.2m

Salem 
$23.4m

Trumbull 
$81.6m

�Spring 2010    |    www.kent.edu

Cleveland

Twinsburg
Center

Columbiana County
One Stop

L A K E  E R I E





11Spring 2010    |    www.kent.edu

 
Dr. C. Owen Lovejoy, a distinguished 
University Professor of anthropology, with 
a model of the skeleton of “Lucy,” a fossil 
of a human ancestor that walked upright 
more than three million years ago.

An internationally recognized 
biological anthropologist who specializes 
in the study of human origins, Lovejoy 
is one of the primary authors of recent 
research findings on Ardipithecus 
ramidus, a hominid species that lived 4.4 
million years ago in what is now Ethiopia.

“People often think we evolved from 
ancestors that look like apes, but no 
— apes in some ways evolved from 
ancestors that look like us,” Lovejoy 
says. “It has been a popular idea to think 
humans are modified chimpanzees. 
From studying Ardipithecus ramidus, 
or ‘Ardi,’ we learn that we cannot 
understand or model human evolution 
from chimps and gorillas.”

A special Oct. 2, 2009, issue of 
Science (www.sciencemag.org) featured 
11 papers that offered the first formal 
descriptions of Ardi, a partial female 
skeleton. Lovejoy was the first author 
on five papers and contributed to an 
additional three. For the past seven 
years, he has been a part of a major 
international research effort studying 
Ardi, serving as post-cranial anatomist 
and behavioral theorist. The discovery 
was named 2009 Breakthrough of the 
Year by Science.

Ardi and Lovejoy also were featured in 
a Discovery Channel special in October. 

Historical Findings
One of Lovejoy’s most recognized 

achievements is the reconstruction of 
the skeleton of Lucy, a fossil of a human 
ancestor that walked upright more than 
three million years ago. “Ardi is one 
million years older than Lucy, more 
informative than Lucy, and Ardi changes 
what we know about human evolution,” 
Lovejoy says. 

When comparing Ardi to Lucy, 
Lovejoy says that working on Ardi was 
much more exciting and interesting. 
“She provides real answers,” he adds.

A resident of Kent, Ohio, Lovejoy has 
taught at Kent State for 40 years. He is a 
widely published author, with more than 
100 articles in prestigious publications. 
He also holds the honor of being one of 
the Institute for Scientific Information’s 
“Most Highly Cited” authors in social 
sciences. In 2007, he was elected to 
membership in the National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) for excellence in original 
scientific research. Membership in the 
NAS is one of the highest honors given 
to a scientist in the United States.

Ardipithecus ramidus, 
familiarly known as Ardi, 
shown on the cover of 
the Dec. 18, 2009, issue 
of Science. Image:  
© 2009, Jay Matternes

Kent State 
Named 
Biosafety  
Training 
Facility 
by NIH

Kent State University has 
been named a Designated 
Training Facility of the National 
Institutes of Health’s National 
Biosafety and Biocontainment 
Training Program (NBBTP), 
becoming only the second 
facility in the country to receive 
this designation.

As such, the university’s 
Biosafety Training Lab becomes 
a continuing education 

training site for the NBBTP, whose 
mission is to prepare biosafety 
and biocontainment professionals 
of the highest caliber to meet the 
needs of the biomedical, emerging 
disease and civilian biodefense 

research communities through the 
21st century.

Dr. Christopher Woolverton, professor 
of biology, epidemiology and 
environmental health, works in the 
Biosafety Training Lab at Kent State.

of lovejoy discussing the  
research findings of  
ardipithecus ramidus 

click here to watch video

on this and other kent state research

click here for more news
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FASHION
Passion

Kent State University Museum celebrates 25  years

If you’ve been there, you’ve seen the gold thread that glimmers 
under the soft light. 

The air is redolent of a library, but, instead of books, the curious blend of antique textiles from 

around the world gives off an evocative scent that fills the space. The air is cool. You imagine 

touching the fragile garments, cotton and silk. Textiles and costumes, some more than 200 years 

old, hang from the ceiling or wrap mannequins. You close your eyes and, for a moment, imagine 

living in another time, dressed in another wardrobe. 

for
B y  S t e f a n i e  M o o r e ,  ’ 9 7 ,  M . S .  ’ 0 7 ,  a n d  N o e l l e  P e n n y m a n 

P h o t o s  c o u r t e s y  o f  K e n t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  M us  e um

more information

click here for











17Spring 2010    |    www.kent.edu

“The fact that 
international organizations borrow from us 

is a testament to the importance of our collection.” 
 — Jean Druesedow   

Visit www.kent.edu/magazine to read 
an online exclusive about how former 
Kent State President Brage Golding 
convinced Shannon Rodgers and Jerry 
Silverman to give the university what, 
at that time, was its largest and most 
valuable gift. You’ll also find a 
link to current and upcoming 
exhibitions and images of pieces 
in the collection.

Spring 2010    |    www.kent.edu 17

The Kent State University 
Museum’s extensive 
collection of the work of 
George Stavropoulos 
includes the designer’s 
archive of garments and 
sketches. It will be on 
exhibition from Jan. 22 
– Sept. 5, 2010.

click here for more information
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Rachel Miller, a 
junior member 
of the Kent State 
Field Hockey team 
from Bathurst, 
Australia, makes 
her way down the 
field during a match 
against St. Louis. 
Kent State won the 
match 7-0.

Centennial Athletic Events
Starting with the Normal 

Nine in 1914, athletics at Kent 
State University have long been 
a model of excellence and an 
integral part of campus life. 

As part of the university’s 
Centennial Celebration, we pay 
tribute to the outstanding teams 
and individual student-athletes 
who have provided too many 
memorable moments to count 
during their time at Kent State 
and beyond. Recognized as 
one of the top comprehensive 

programs in the Mid-American 
Conference — and in the nation 
— the Kent State Department of 
Intercollegiate Athletics has a 
proud history, rich with tradition. 

The department will host a 
variety of events in celebration 
of the Centennial as it looks 
toward another 100 years 
of championship-caliber 
performance. 

“It’s almost like having a full-time job and 
being a student,” the suburban Toronto native 
says. “Mentally and physically, it’s very taxing.”

Academics are important for Marosszeky, 
who recognizes that opportunities for athletes 
are limited after college. So she’s finished her 
undergraduate requirements and, because of 
two injuries that have extended her Kent State 
career, is moving on to graduate work in speech 
pathology.

A rigorous emphasis on academics is a core 
philosophy of the Department of Intercollegiate 
Athletics. In the past year, the program set a 
benchmark for excellence with a department-
wide grade point average of 2.96. And 238 
student-athletes — the most ever — had GPAs 
greater than 3.0.

Student-Athlete Support Systems
Educational success can be credited to 

the student-athletes’ strong work ethic, 
but also the George L. Jenkins Academic 
Resource Center, which opened in 
2005. Located in the Memorial Athletic 
and Convocation Center, the space 
provides student-athletes study cubicles, 
computers, printers, and tutoring and 
advising staff.

“I’ve been here long enough to 
remember when we didn’t have the Academic Resource 
Center,” Marosszeky says. “We would do student tables, 
where everyone would be there at the same time. It was 
very tough to concentrate.”

Now, a quiet environment is the rule — along with 
support that ranges from tutoring to providing an outlet 
to vent.

And academic support for Kent State student-athletes 
is getting a major boost, thanks to two Centennial 
Campaign gifts from Judy Devine, M.A. ’70, a senior 
associate athletics director emerita. Before Devine 
retired in 2000 after 31 years, one of her chief duties 
was coordinating the academic performance of student-
athletes. Her latest gifts continue that educational 
emphasis.

 

The first endows the annual Athletic Academic Honors 
Dinner, which recognizes student-athletes with GPAs 
higher than 3.0. The second is the lead contribution in a 
planned expansion of the Academic Resource Center.

“I was attracted to the project because it visibly 
demonstrates the continuing commitment to helping 
student-athletes succeed in their academic pursuits and 
earning their degrees,” Devine explains. “The ‘student’ 
part of the Kent State student-athlete is taken seriously 
and supported strongly, and it is my desire to remain 
affiliated with that effort.”

Devine’s other Centennial Campaign commitment is 
a $1.2 million bequest that will endow a fund to address 
long-term needs for the department as they pertain to 
Title IX and ensuring gender equity. It’s the third-largest 
gift in athletics’ history.

For Marosszeky, recipient of last year’s Judith 
K. Devine Leadership Award, the academic center 

expansion promises to raise the bar 
even higher for student-athletes.

“When you’re looking for a 
school, you’re looking for that good 
academic support,” she says. “I can’t 
imagine the Academic Resource 
Center getting better, but I’ve seen 
it change so drastically. These gifts 
will give us the resources to get our 
work done in the limited time we 
have as student-athletes. And that’s 
so important.”

“The ‘student’ part of the Kent State  
student-athlete is taken seriously and 
supported strongly.”
— Judy Devine

Catherine 
Marosszeky, a Kent 
State soccer player 
from Aurora, Ontario, 
and recipient of 
last year’s Judith K. 
Devine Leadership 
Award.

Photo by  
Gary Harwood,  ‘83

the full schedule of events

click here for

click here for more information



Since 1971, a candlelight vigil has been held in the 
Prentice Hall parking lot where Allison Krause, Jeff 
Miller, Bill Schroeder and Sandy Scheuer lost their 
lives. The vigil follows a march around campus the 
evening of May 3 and lasts through 12:24 p.m., the 
time of the shooting, on May 4.

May 4, 1970, stands as a watershed moment in 
national history and world memory. For the 40th 
commemoration of this historic event, Kent State 
University will offer new permanent programming and 
special events that promote understanding and offer 
opportunity for reflection on the significance of May 4 
for citizens today. 

These new offerings also serve to inaugurate the 
educational programming that will be an ongoing 
feature of the forthcoming May 4 Visitors Center.

This year’s commemoration offers the first guided 
walking tour of the historic site, featuring seven 
interpretive markers along with audio and multimedia 
components. The interpretive markers and events 

The year 2010 will mark the 40th anniversary of the events 
surrounding May 4, 1970, 

when Kent State University was placed in an international spotlight after a student protest against the 
Vietnam War and the presence of the Ohio National Guard on campus ended in tragedy. 

A New Day

20 Kent State Magazine 

DAWNS
May 4  Visitors Center to offer Diverse Perspectives

click here for more information
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B y  K a r e n  M e r c e r
P h o t o  b y  J e f f  G l i d d e n ,  ‘ 8 7

The Partnership for the Minority 
Business Accelerator (PMBA), a 
consortium of the Akron Urban League, 
Akron SCORE and Kent State University, 
recently completed its intensive 
mentoring program for the first group of 
minority-owned businesses that entered 
the program in 2008.

These 15 businesses have made 
substantial gains as a result of the 
PMBA program. In only 14 months, 
they have added 11 new permanent 
employees and offered 12 new products 
or services. They also increased revenue 
by an estimated $3 million at the end 
of 2009. The success of these locally 
owned businesses also contributes to the 
economic growth of the region.
Supporting Success

Terry Clark, president/CEO of 
ClarkTel Communications, was 
one of these business owners. “Our 
participation in PMBA’s business 
education and networking opportunities 
has helped us win more business,” he 
says. “ClarkTel’s revenues have increased 
by 25 percent since we’ve been actively 
participating in PMBA’s program for 
success.”

PMBA continues its support of 
minority businesses in Summit, Medina 
and Portage counties, and welcomed 
a new group of 20 businesses to 
the program in fall 2009. This class 
of business owners represents the 

professional services, retail, cleaning, 
catering, transportation, construction 
and printing industries. PMBA 
businesses have a combined total of 103 
employees, and their combined annual 
revenues are just over $3,989,000.
Customized Assistance

PMBA offers many services to the 
participating businesses. Each business 
owner’s specific needs and goals 
are identified through evaluations, 
counseling, mentoring and workshops. 
Services provided include a customized 
action plan, business development 
strategies, management assistance, 
business education/training and 
assistance in securing business financing.

Veronica Cook-Euell, PMBA program 
manager, says she looks forward to the 
incoming group of PMBA clients. “We 
are excited about the second group of 
businesses that we will have the distinct 
pleasure of working with,” she says. 

“First-year results show that we have 
greatly impacted the businesses in the 
inaugural group, and as we embark on 
a new chapter, we hope to assist the 
2009/2010 group realize significant 
growth and increased opportunities 
and knowledge through a customized 
approach and attention to their specific 
needs.”

REAP BIG RESULTS
Small Businesses

Customized action plans help minority businesses grow

“Our participation 
in PMBA’s business 

education 
and networking 

opportunities  
has helped us  

win more 
business.”

— Terry Clark, ClarkTel 
Communications

The inaugural class of the Partnership for the Minority Business Accelerator at the 
Akron Urban League building. Members of the class get hands-on training from 
business professionals, as well as business action plans and marketing assistance.

more information

click here for







Campus Dining 
Over the years, Kent State’s campus dining options have changed drastically. One of the first dining halls was 
located in Lowry Hall, which was an all-women dormitory. The Student Union opened in 1949. It featured a 
bowling alley, pool tables, lounges, cafeterias, a bookstore and a faculty dining room. Renamed Oscar Ritchie 

Hall in 1972 in honor of Dr. Oscar W. Ritchie, the building now houses the Department of Pan-African 
Studies. The Student Union, now the Hub, is located in the Kent Student Center. 
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your favorite on-campus dining spots 
click on “the hub” and post to the discussion

click here to share



MEMORIES
Alumni 

Journalism Grads Credit William Taylor
As a public relations major, Tom Duke, ’55, was very 

involved with the campus and its publications. He worked 
on The Burr and was the editor of the Daily Kent Stater. 
William Taylor, founder of the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication, set him up with an internship that 
allowed Duke to handle publicity for the university for a 
summer at the same time he edited the Stater and served as 
business manager.

“Working in the PR office for the university was a 
tremendous experience,” Duke says. He said that the School 
of Journalism at that time had outstanding faculty members, 
including Taylor, who was a Pulitzer Prize winner and had 
been on Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s public relations staff 
during World War II.

He was one of only two African-American journalism 
students.

Albert Fitzpatrick, ’56, was very involved in journalism 
during his time at Kent State. He was a member of the 
Society of Professional Journalists and was sports editor for 
the Stater one semester.  

Taylor was Fitzpatrick’s advisor, and he advised Fitzpatrick 
not go into journalism because African-Americans were 
unlikely to find a job.

Despite his warning, Fitzpatrick was determined to find 

a job. He submitted his application all over but received no 
responses. 

After taking a job as a social worker, he received a call 
from the Akron Beacon Journal. The job did not pay much 
but Fitzpatrick knew he had to take the position. Eventually, 
he became the executive editor.

In 1972, Fitzpatrick received the Outstanding Journalism 
Award from his former advisor, Taylor. And what did 
Fitzpatrick say when receiving the award? “I’m glad I didn’t 
take your advice.”

Memories of the Campus Day Parade
The campus day parade may seem like a new event for 

current Kent State students, but for Sandy Downey Krueger, 
’68, it is one of her fondest memories. As a member of Alpha 
Xi Delta sorority, she helped build elaborate floats with 
flowers made out of tissues and tissue paper. 

Krueger also participated in Derby Day activities, was on 
the Student Activities Board and the Resident Judicial Board.

As a child, Krueger knew she wanted to come to Kent 
State and be a teacher because her great uncle was a teacher. 
That goal was reinforced by one of her math education 
professors, Dr. Kenneth Cummings. Krueger says he “shaped 
a lot of who I wanted to be as a teacher and taught by 
example.”

through the decades
1 9 5 0 - 1 9 7 0

B y  A n n a  R i g g e n ba  c h ,  ’ 0 8

Kent State University saw considerable growth of programs and facilities between 1950 and 1970.  
The Music and Speech Building was built in 1960, and Glenn H. Brown, professor of chemistry,  
established The Liquid Crystal Institute in 1965, the same year the Honors College was founded. 

Alumni who attended Kent State during this time share some of their 
Golden Flash memories. 

Derien and Al Fitzpatrick, May 1954,  
on campus near Engleman Hall. They married in 1956.

26 Kent State Magazine 

Before the Homecoming parade, Kent  State hosted 
the Campus Day Parade.  The parade heads down 
Terrace Drive towards Main Street (1954)







NEWS
Alumni 

C r y s t a l  C o o k ,  ‘ 0 4
A l u m n a  p o s i t i v e l y  i m p a c t s  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

t h r o u g h  g o v e r n m e n t  r e l a t i o n s

B y  A n n a  R i g g e n ba  c h ,  ’ 0 8

“Kent State really taught 
me how to network and the 

fundamentals
in getting a job.” 

– Crystal Cook 

Finding a job after graduation is often a difficult task. It 
is even more difficult today for college graduates to find a 
job in their desired field. However, this was not the case 
for Crystal Cook, ’04. Her hard work and networking 
throughout her college career lead her to a job two days 
after her Kent State graduation.

Upon graduation, Cook moved to Columbus and worked 
for the Ohio House of Representatives as well as the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources and the Ohio Legislative 
Black Caucus.

“I was always interested in who created laws and had 
wanted to be a part of that decision-making body,” Cook 
says. 

While a student at Kent State, Cook participated in Kent 
State’s Columbus Program in Intergovernmental Issues. 
This program sends student leaders to serve as interns in 
Columbus to study public policy-making firsthand. Cook 
interned the fall semester of 2003 and worked hard to 
network during her internship. 

“Kent State really taught me how to network and the 
fundamentals in getting a job,” she says. “During my 
internship, I got a taste of how involved the staff was in 
creating laws and viewed it as an industry that touched 
everybody.”

Cook, who graduated with a bachelor’s degree in political 
science, was politically active on and off campus. She was 
involved with Black United Students on the political affairs 
team, as well as with the Summit County Young Democrats. 

Now as senior legislative officer for Kent State, Cook 
handles state issues and serves as a conduit for state and 
local government. She advocates for bills that will help 
Kent State and higher education as a whole and argues 
against bills that would negatively impact higher education 
institutions. Although she is based in Columbus, Cook 
travels back to Kent State once a week to keep close ties 
with the university. 

Now that Cook is back at Kent State as a staff member and 
soon to be a student pursing a master of public administration 
degree, she wants to help engage students on political issues.

“I’m in a position now to help bring legislators on campus,” she 
says. “Coming back to Kent State was a great opportunity for me to 
be able to exercise my political experience and legislative experience 
in a way that would benefit my alma mater. I’m contacting the College 
Republicans and College Democrats to meet with them and see how I 
can assist them. I want to cultivate their talents and pay it forward as 
people did for me. 

My job is a great marriage of my appreciation of higher education 
and government relations.”
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AWArDS
Alumni 

How does it feel to be a recipient of such an honorable 
award? 
It is amazing, exciting and humbling. The greatest pleasure is 
sharing the honor with my students, colleagues, family and 
friends. 
Why do you enjoy teaching?  
I love the students, sharing their lives with them and seeing 
the growth and fulfillment they experience. I love the 
atmosphere of learning, discovery, knowledge and most 
important, imagination. 
What is one of your most memorable moments teaching?  
I have had many. Seeing one of my graduate students 
experience an “aha moment” in coming to understand the 
ETA teaching model after a couple of semesters in our 
teaching lab and subsequently taking the model and using 
it in his teaching and supervisory role at a developmental 
center. I have had other students apply the model in their 
teaching with great success. Also, I have appreciated seeing 
students, who seemingly struggle with difficulties outside the 
classroom, persevere and succeed in the classroom. 

How does it feel to be a recipient of such an honorable 
award? 
We have some excellent teachers and scholars at Kent State 
University. I know that many of my teaching colleagues 
are also equally strong candidates for this award so I feel 
honored to receive it.
Why do you enjoy teaching? 
Teachers learn from their students and Kent State students 
have a lot to offer. I learn from students in the classroom, in 
the laboratory, in office hour discussions and in our “coffee 
with Kline” meetings.
What is one of your most memorable moments teaching? 
My most memorable teaching moments at Kent State 
include the preparations that precede the classroom 
instruction. I especially value the times I have worked with 
colleagues in the Department of Biological Sciences and 
those in the College of Education, Health, and Human 
Services as we developed instructional materials for biology 
education. The discussions we had improved our teaching, 
and it was very satisfying to successfully use the units we 
developed in the classroom.

m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s t u d e n t s ’  l i v e s
T h e  2 0 0 9  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  T e a c h i n g  A w a r d  r e c i p i e n t s

B y  St  e p h a n i e  M a t h i a s ,  K e n t  St  a t e  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  St  u d e n t  

What started as another day of teaching for Walter Davis, Wayne Gorder and Douglas Kline turned into a well-deserved break when the 
Kent State Alumni Association and administrators made a surprise visit to their classrooms in October. Greeted with balloons and treats 
for their class, each of these professors received great news that they had won the Distinguished Teaching Award. Their excellence in the 
classroom, dedication to their students and outstanding nominations proved they really are deserving of the Distinguished Teaching title. 

How does it feel to be a recipient of such an honorable award? 
It is very humbling. I’m fortunate to be able to work with upper-division and graduate music majors, 
a very select group of students. Their ability to work at a high level of achievement is stimulating and 
challenging.
Why do you enjoy teaching? 
Again, the students I work with are talented and devoted to their 
discipline. It’s a pleasure to share great music with them.
What is one of your most memorable moments teaching? 
In May of 2008, we performed on the main stage at the Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. The students performed 
extremely well, and we included a composition of mine that I wrote for 
the Kent Wind Ensemble.

Walter 
Davis
Exercise, Sport and Leisure, Kent 
State University at Kent

Douglas 
Kline 
Biological Sciences, Kent 
State University at Kent

Wayne 
Gorder
Music, Kent State 
University at Kent

Distinguished Teacher
Distinguished Teacher

Distinguished Teacher

for the 2010 distinguished teaching award

click here to nominate a professor
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D o n o r s ’  f u n d  a s s i s t s  s t u d e n t s  i n  f i n a n c i a l  e m e r g e n c i e s

taking action:  
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When Success 
     is in Jeopardy

A student’s illness  
can be the end of a college career.  

But sometimes, it can be an 
inspiration instead.

Shasta Dowdell, ’09, knew deep down that a career in 
health care was in her future. But as she tells it, she was 
fighting that direction.

“Then I got sick,” the Palmyra, Ohio, resident said. “And I 
realized it was my calling.”

In her early 20s, Dowdell was diagnosed with type 1 
diabetes. It instantly provided her career inspiration — and 
made her education that much more challenging.

“First of all, it was embarrassing; you’re young,” she 
explained. “Then I had to take injections four times a day.” 
When her blood sugar was too high during a test, she’d be 
exhausted. When it was too low, she couldn’t concentrate.

“It was very difficult to be in your early 20s and diagnosed 
with a chronic illness that in so many ways changes your 
life,” she said. “But it was a challenge that caused me to have 
so much more empathy for people.”

The Honors College student began pursuing a career in 
nursing, but financial difficulties threatened to sabotage her 
ambitions just as she was nearing her final year at Kent State. 
She went to her nursing advisor, Curtis Good, and explained 
that money was so tight, she didn’t have enough for basic 
living expenses, including food and gas.

That’s where the late C. William Franks and his wife, the 
late Dorothy Franks, ’37, stepped in. The Ravenna couple 
recently had given the College of Nursing more than $100,000 
to create two current-use scholarships, as well as a $30,000 
emergency fund, for students just like Dowdell.

“It’s kind of the best of both worlds,” said Dr. Laura 
Dzurec, dean of the college. “The gift helps out some 
students immediately with a tuition-free scholarship. But we 
also come across so many students who are working on top 
of studying and doing clinicals. They really struggle to make 
it through the program financially.”

That’s exactly what the couple hoped would become of 
their gift, Mr. Franks said in an interview before his death. 

The family’s connection to Kent State began when Mrs. 

Shasta Dowdell, ‘09, is 
one of the students 
who has benefitted 
from the Frankses’ 
emergency fund 
donation.
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Franks graduated in 1937 from what became the 
College of Education, Health and Human Services. 
(Their daughter, Shirley Johnson, is also a 1973 
graduate of the college.)

Mrs. Franks, who passed away in December, 
spent 31 years as a home–economics teacher for 
high school students in several area districts; Mr. 
Franks, who passed away in November, had a 
variety of careers — serving in the Army in World 
War II, then working in the funeral business and for 
the United States Postal Service, and later owning 
his own traffic-light business. And after retiring 
in the 1970s and traveling the world, the couple 
began to think about their philanthropic goals.

“We had a little money around, and we didn’t 
know what to do with it,” Mr. Franks said. “I 
wanted to put it somewhere where I could help 
people, help students.”

The grandfather of three and great-grandfather 
of five was partly inspired by a young relative 

who worked in health care, but also by the 
Kent State nursing students he would see 
arriving for clinicals at nearby Robinson 
Memorial Hospital.

“We used to see the buses driving up to 
the main entrance of the hospital and these 
young people getting out and going into the 
hospital,” he said. “It was quite a sight to 
see those young people.”

The ability to make an immediate impact 
through a current-use scholarship helped 
the couple make up their minds.

“I thought, ‘They could get to be a nurse in four 
years,’” Mr. Franks said. “We just thought that 
would be a good use — for scholarships, to help 
somebody.”

For Shasta Dowdell, the assistance came at the 
perfect time.

“I felt like someone was investing in my future, 
really,” she said. “At that moment, it meant the 
difference between success and failure. It was 
really my last resort.”

After graduation, Dowdell plans to continue her 
education to become a nurse practitioner — and 
possibly become a professor herself one day. But 
for now, her career inspiration is built around the 
day she found out she would be living with type 1 
diabetes for the rest of her life.

“I want to be that nurse who’s there when a 
patient gets a diagnosis that changes his or her 
life,” she said. “I want to be there.”

“We had a little money around, and we 
didn’t know what to do with it,”  

Mr. Franks said. “I wanted to put it 
somewhere where I could help people, 

help students.”
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The late C. William Franks and his wife , the 
late Dorothy Franks, ‘37, donated more than 
$100,000 to the Kent State University College 
of Nursing.

Start your campaign conversation today.
When you’re ready to join the Centennial Campaign, the professional staff at the Office of Institutional  
Advancement can help you decide what and how to give. A variety of giving possibilities allows you  to 
ensure your legacy at Kent State at whatever level you’re comfortable with. 

Call 330-672-2222 or e-mail advancement@kent.edu to begin your conversation.

more information

click here for



Imagine seven multistory buildings, 
each half the size of a football field. 
Then picture hundreds of rooms filled 
with industrial equipment — equipment 
that not only must be purchased, but 
also maintained on a regular basis. 
Finally, calculate the massive costs 
involved in all of that, just to provide a 
comprehensive education in technology.

That’s the scenario laid out by Dr. 
Verna Fitzsimmons, interim dean of 
the College of Technology, if Kent State 
University wanted to expose students 
to every machine, tool and process 
they might encounter once they enter 
the manufacturing industry. The 
problem, she says, is that no institution 
could afford the startup and continuing 
costs for such an education.

Thankfully, that problem is solved by 
preparing students for future careers 
through computer software. And a 
series of in-kind gifts to the college 
as part of the Centennial Campaign 
is giving students those experiential-
learning tools.

Appropriate Technology, a regional 
company serving design, engineering 
and manufacturing clients, has made 
the largest in-kind gift in the university’s 
history, with a contribution of $13.5 

million of Siemens PLM (product 
lifecycle management) software. It’s 
a package of programs that allows 
students to take a product through all 
design steps, from concept through 
engineering and manufacturing. And it’s 
the exact set of resources many of them 
will use upon graduation.

Similarly, the college has received 

a gift-in-kind of construction-
management software from Primavera 
Software Inc., giving students the 
opportunity to learn one of the tools 
used universally in that field.

“I would expect every College of 
Technology graduate would list on their 
résumé that they are proficient in these 
software packages,” Fitzsimmons says. 
“That’s going to make the difference 
— a candidate with PLM experience is 
going to get hired over one without.”

Another way the college is preparing 
students for real-world situations 
is through simulations in the flight 
technology program. Future pilots 
must train on classroom computers 
before they get behind actual controls 
— and a gift from CPaT Inc. provides 
interactive software for Boeing 777 and 
Embraer 145 aircraft controls. It’s the 
same software used by airlines in their 

training programs.
“Unlike the past, today’s education 

can’t simply consist of teaching 
students basic skills,” Fitzsimmons 
says. “Employers in the technology 
field need knowledge workers 
— people who not only know the 
fundamentals, but also get the big 
picture of how things fit together. 
As we integrate these programs into 
the curricula, our students will be 
ideal workforce candidates because 
they’ll graduate prepared to be those 
knowledge workers.”

“Our students will be ideal 
workforce candidates because 
they’ll graduate prepared to be 

those knowledgeable workers.”
– Dr. Verna Fitzsimmons

Brian Thornton, M.A. ‘07

Digesting 

This fall, Kent State University at Ashtabula celebrated the 
opening of its $15 million Robert S. Morrison Health and Science 
Building. The 55,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility 
includes a realistic human-patient simulator that breathes, 
speaks and bleeds; a full-scale apartment for the training of 
occupational therapists; and the region’s first human cadaver 
lab. With the addition of the building to the campus, students 
will have the latest technology as they train for healthcare 

fields including nursing, physical and respiratory therapy, and 
radiology technology.

Major support for this Centennial Campaign initiative comes 
from the Robert S. Morrison Foundation, Ashtabula Foundation, 
Ashtabula County Medical Center Foundation, University 
Hospitals Health System, Civic Development Corporation of 
Ashtabula County, and Ron and Tracy Clutter, along with many 
other members of the community.

b y  B r i a n  T h o r n t o n ,  M . A .  ‘ 0 7

New Topics One Megabyte at a Time

taking action:  
Current Operations
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Assistant nursing 
professor Suzanne 
Kibler works in the 
Robert S. Morrison 
Health and Science 
Building at Kent 
State Ashtabula.

taking action: Capitol
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President Lester A. Lefton told nearly 400 members of the university community 

as he welcomed them to the Centennial Campaign Launch on Oct. 8. 

“When asked, our alumni and friends have always come through,” said Lefton, 

as he explained the importance of the $250 million initiative to Kent State’s near- 

and long-term goals before he turned over the stage to a cast of more than 100 

students, faculty and alumni, who entertained attendees with a spectacular song, 

dance and spoken-word performance.

The evening, which also celebrated the university’s first 100 years, included 

the announcement of the latest commitment from the William Risman family, 

who have added to their longtime philanthropy with a pledge to fund five new 

Founders Medallion Scholarships as part of the campaign.

Major event sponsors included Ologie, Huntington Bank, Great Lakes Publishing, 

the Burbick Foundation, the Davey Tree Expert Company, Medical Mutual of Ohio 

and Helen Dix.

C e n t e n n i a l  C a m p a i g n  P u b l i c  P h a s e  L a u n c h e s  
W i t h  M o v i n g  S p e e c h e s ,  S t u n n i n g  P e r f o r m a n c e s

Centennial
Celebrate

C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •  C E N T E N N I A L  •

“We need this campaign at this  
pivotal point in our history,”

Alumnus 
Isreal 
Roberson, 
’08, describes 
how his 
Kent State 
experience 
opened 
up career 
opportunities.

Students from the School of Theatre 
and Dance perform during the 
evening’s finale.

The Kent State University Gospel 
Choir kicks off the Centennial 
celebration.
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Isreal Roberson and School of Theatre and Dance photos by Bob Christy,  ‘95

a slideshow from the event
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